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The Seaſonable Writer, Being an 
Appendix to the Obſervations upon 
the Treaty of Seville. 


1 T may ſeem a Piece of Preſumption in me, to ſay 


: 


any thing on the Subject of this glorious Treaty, 
after the mild, judicious, and candid Defence 
of it, mentioned in the Title of this Paper; in 
which the Author, without Prejudice, Paſſion, or 
any perſonal Reflection, has ſet the whole Negotiati- 
on in ſo clear a Light, that one ſhould almoſt be 
tempted to think it came from the fame able Hand, 
which had the principal Share in procuring us this 
Bleſſing. 1 Suh 
Yet cannot I forbear, like pickPd Herring after the 
Vaulter on the High _ to ſhew my Willingneſs to 
entertain the Lower Rank of my Countrymen with 
this Scene of publick Felicity, by making a ſhort In- 
ventory of the many Advantages of the Peace, and 
the great Merits of the Peace- Makers. 5 
Firſt, I cannot but congratulate them upon the ſole 
Triumph of the laſt War; I mean not any foreign 
Laurels, but their having routed CALEB and his 


Allies; that formidable Confederacy ! which (accord- 


ing to our Author) have ſo long ſtopt the Peace with 
Spain; and tho,” with reſpe& to their Numbers, a 
poor and pitiful Faction, having ſcarce more than one 
Man of Parts among them, at leaſt of Parts in any 

wiſe equal to the meaneſt of our preſent Miniſters, 


(and when I conſider their Abilities, I ſhould be at a 


loſs to ſay which is he) I ſay, this Faction are now en- 
deavouring to obſtruR his Imperial Majeſty's Acceſſi- 
on, and attempting to raiſe a War in the Empire; 


and are doing what in 1 lies to undo all a ſecond. 


Time, 


N 


(2) 


Time, by nog. 9 certain Monarch to a new Re- 


nunciation of his Crown and Dignity. There. is one 
does Thing indeed, which Caleb and his Aſſociates 
ave by Chance brought, about, They prevented the 
Proviſional Treaty and a Trace, and have-thereby 
deen remotely inſtrumental in procuring us a perpetu- 
al Peace; but their malicious Intention excludes them 
from all pretence to Merit on this Account. 
I proceed now to take Notice of ſome of the 
moſt conſpicuous Advantages of the preſent Treaty. 
And the firſt I ſhall take the Nite of preſenting 
to your View, is the peaceable Manner of obtaining 
this Peace; not by Blows and Blood, ot dear-bought 
Victories, but by good Words and Civility, Patience 


* 


and Loog: kt bi | & #1194 N 
Secondly, The Security to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
by the Aſſiſtance of 24,000 Foot and Horſe, French 
and Spaniardt, in Caſe of an Invaſion. There waste 
but one Acceſſion more, to make our Auxiliaries 


36,000 Men. nia 

| Thirdly, The Additional Security of Gibraltar, by 
the Guarantee of his.Cetbolick Majeſty; what a Com- 
fort will it be to the Garriſon of that important Place, 
when the King of Spain appears before it with an 
Army, to be aſſured that he comes for its Defence 
and Protection! And here I cannot but take Notice 
of the great Art and. conſummate. Prudence of the 
Miniſtry, in making and contriving a new Security, 
for the Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar from thoſe very Trea- 
ties, which were, na Security to it before; and eſpe- 
cially preventing Spain from renouncing it a ſecond 
Time, which. would certainly have endangered it, 
becauſe two Negatives make an Affirmative. _ 
- Fourthly, By reducing the formidable Power of 
the Houſe of , Auſtria, by preventing 1zaly from 
falling into his Hands; and by forcing his Imperial 
Majcly to repair the Affront offered to Don Carlos, 
in refuſing him his Daughter for a Bride. | 

Fifthly, The Articles for Reparation, of the Da- 
mages of our Merchants, which are ſo full, that I 
humbly . propoſe erefting a Company with a Joint. 
Stock, which Corporation may borrow. its Title from 
the ingenious, tho? old-faſhion'd Game, called Leſing 


Lotum, when that Perſon wins who loſes molt-, 


This 
ps 


(3) 
This Stock of the Letum Company conſidering Ac- 
ceidents, I reckon would be about fix per Cent. aut of 
Pocket, computed thus. For Contingency of Com- 
miſſioners not agreeing, a Caſe vaprovided for, 2 per 
Cent. For Deduction of unlawful Commerce, one 
and a half. For the Uncertainty of Proofs and 
Reports from Spaniſp Magiſtrates in Europe and 
America and a half per Cent. for Sollicitors and 
Lawyers Fees, c. 1 per Cent. more, making it all 
6 per Cert, | \ n ' 
And here | cannot ſufficiently extol the commend- 
able Lenity of our Miniſters, in not balancing the 
Spaniſh Loſſes in 1718, with the Expence of defending 
ibraltar; becauſe, in that Caſe, there muſt have been 
2 conſiderable Balance on our ſide; and the Bufineſs 
of our Miniſters we know has all along been to hold 
the Balance of Europe as ſteady and even as they could, 
that it might not lean too much on any one fide, 
Sixthly, I have always reckoned Prudence and 
Fareſjght the moſt uſeful Talents of 'a Miniſter, to 
which muſt be imputed, any Connivance at the Re- 
paration of the Port and Harbour of Dankirk, by 
which we may be in a Condition to bridle the Oftend 
Trade, in Caſe of a Rupture with his Imperial Majeſty. 
Now let us conſider what our Adverſaries can 
alledge as a Draw-back upon all the before-mention- 
ed Advantages: . Have we not got very near as good 
a Peace as we ſhould have had in the Year 1925? 
Have we. not the ſame | Declatation with Regard to 
the Advantages in Trade, pretended by out Miniſters 
to have been granted to the Emperor ? vit, That they 
miſtoos the Article, and did not underſtand the King of 
Spain's r eff al. DOTY) 
All the Difference between our Circumſtances, 
now and they, is no more than that the Emperor is 
not included, which may perhaps Occaſion a little 
Bruſh with him on that Account, which I dare ſay 
will not laſt above a Campaign or two. But to ſtop. 
the Mouths of theſe eternal Cavillers, | deſire they 
will give a plain Anſwer to this Dilemma; either the 
Emperor is a Match for the Powers, who, in that Caſe, 
will oppoſe him; or he is not. If he is, then he is 
a formidable Power, and ought to be reduced. If He 
is not, then he muſt ** ſuccumb, 0 
| by | ur 


AN 8 
Our Adverſar ies alledge that we have had a great 

Interruption of Trade, and that our Merchants have 
ſuffered many Loſſes. To this 1 anſwer, the firſt will 
be ſettled on as good a Foot as it was before, and like 
a Stteam damm'd up, will run with greater Foree in 
the old Channel. As to out Loſſes, they will be fully 
repaired. Vide Obſervations, Pag. 15. As to the ex- 
traordinaty Taxes, they have been moſt of them ſpent 
at Home, amongſt our own People; for tho' we have 
been at a conſiderable Expence in exporting a great 
Quantity of our _—_— for the Support of the Heſſian 
and Wolfenbuitle Troops; yet we have managed ex- 
treamly prudent with reſpe& to our Navy; for by keep- 
ing them all the Summer at Spit head, we have had the 
Money ſpent amung ourſelves; and we have alſo had 
an r of giving a Proof of the Valour of 
our Troops by the Defence of Gibraltar. But the 
greateſt Advantage of all is the ſeparating Spain from 
the Emperor, and joining her again to France, © by 
which the Ballance of Europe is reſtored again as it 
ought to be. As for my Part, I cannot help thinking 
that what gives the moſt ſenſible Reliſh to the whole 
Negotiation, is to ſee the Cordiality of the French 
Nation, our ancient Foes, in contributing to this 
Scene of Felicity. As to what they ſay about Don 
Carlos, I think the Affair is extreamly plain. Either 
the Emperor had an Intention to marry him to the 
Arch-Dutches, or he had not. If he had not, why a 
Plague did he make all that Buſtle? If he' had, it is 
better that it ſhould be done by our Conſent and 
Intermiſſion, than otherwiſe, ' TT + 

Upon, the whole Matter, things r to 
this happy Period, who is there that can be diſſatisfied 


at the Meaſures which have brought it about? Who 


is there that can gramble at any of the Votes of Credit; 
ſince we now reap the happy Fruits of tbem? Who is 


there that can repine, if oxr Circumſtances at Home 


ſhould be à little worſe than they were; ſince they are 

foe much mended Abroad? I 5 
May the Nation tejoice, as it were with owe Voice! 
May our Right Mor ſbipful Mayor and worthy Aldermen 
meet at Gxz/dhall in their Far-Gowns to Pen a warm, 
and dutiful Addreſs on this Occaſion! May a Day of 
general Thaukſgjving be appointed, and may Lords and 
"EQ | Commons, 


1 

Commons, who have not had any Oceaſion of going 
thither this long time, now go in ſolemn Proceſſion to 
the Metropolitan Church! And ſince we are all alike to 
be Sharers in this Bleſſing, let us join in acknow- 
ledging Merit, where it is ſo juſtly due, | heartily 
wiſhing that theſe Peace- Makers may not fail to meet 
with their proper Reward, -- gn OR ff; | 


ce SD N Sc 


A True COPY of the Red Printed Paper 
dropt in St. James's Park. 


Hereas a Coachman, who, for his unpatallel'd 
and conſummate Impudence, has, for many 
Vears paſt, gone by the Name of Brazen- 
Face; about Fifty Years of Age; full bodied; brown 
Complexion ; Five Feet Ten Inches high, or there- 
about; has loſt a Tooth in the fare Part of his upper 
Jaw; dirty Hands; light-fiinger'd; a heavy, clumſy, 
ſlouching, wadling Gate; an affeded Toſs with his 
Head; a ſupercilious, ſneering, grinning Look; of 
2 malicious, vindictive, ſanguinary Nature; a ſaucy 
inſulting, oycgr-bearing, imperious Behaviour in Pro- 
ſperity ; a poor, low, wretched, mean, abject Spirit 
in Adyerlity ; of a perfidious, impious, atheiſtical 
Principle; remarkably” addicted to Lying; an igno- 
rant, fot ward, poſitive, unexperienc'd, headſtrong, 
blundering Driver; deſpiſed, contemned, and hated 
by all his Maſter's faithful Servants; generally wears 
_ a Livery trimm'd with Blue; Garters below Knee; 
formerly ſerved a Widow Lady of the firſt Rank, 
till he was diſmiſy'd- her Service for ſelling her Corn 
and Hay, for which he was committed, and lay ſeve- 
ral Months in Priſon, and till her Death could not get 
into Service again (but wander'd about in the Scorn and 
Contempt of every one that knew him) but upon her 
Demiſe procured himſelf to be choſe Poſtillion, and 
afterwards COACHMAN, in the Service of his late 
Miſtreſs's Succeſſor, who was a perfect Stranger to all 
his ſcandalous, baſe, wicked and corrupt Practices; 
Has plunged, bewilder'd, and overſet his preſent 
Maſter ; impoſed upon, anddeceiv'd his Miſtreſs, and 
| plunder'd, 


(6) 
plunder'd, robb'd and ſtript the whole F amily, which 
is exceeding numerous. | 

If any Perſon or Perſons will ſeize and ebend 
the ſaid Coacbman, and bring him to the Axe aud Block 
upon Tower-Hill, or to the Gilbet and Halter in 
Tyburn-Road, ſo that he may be brought to Juſtice, and 
dealt with as he deſerves, ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
ſhall be nobly rewarded, and eminently diſtinguiſhed 
by all the Family. 

N. B. If the ſaid Coachmen is not apprehended by 
the 13th Inſtant, he ſhall de more particularly deſcrib'd, 
with his Name; commonly called his Chriſtian N amie, 
and his Sir-Name at Length. 


| eee ERIE ITER ee 
The Lonvs ProTESr. 


On the Treaty of Pace, Union, and Friendſbip, 
between Great - Britain, France, and 8 


concluded at in on 1 ors of Novem- 
ber, 1729. oo 


Die Mer, 27 70 1729. 


(HE Houſe (according to Order) proceeded 
to take into further Confideration the Treaty 
of Peace, Union and Friendſhip, lately con- 
cluded at Seville; and the ſame was read by the Clerk, 
as was alſo the fifth Article of the Quadruple Alliance. 
Moved to Reſolve, That the Agreement, in the 
Treaty of Seville to effectuate the Inttoduction of 
Spaniſh Troops into Tascam and Parma, is a mani- 
felt Violation of the fifth Article of the Quadruple 
Alliance, tends to involve the Nation in a dangerous 
and expenſive War, and to deftroy the Ballance of 
Power in Europe. 


After Debate, the Queſtion was put upon the 10 


Motion. 
I was tefolved in the Ne tive. 
Contents Jr. Not Con' 86. 
l , Moved 


| 


CT 

Moved to Refolve, That our Right of Sovereignty, 
Dominion, Poſſeſſion, and Property to Gibraltar, and 
the Iſland of Minorca, is not aſcertaĩn'd by the Treaty 
of Seville, ſo as to extinguiſh the Claims and Pre- 
tenſions ſet up by the Spanrards, which were follow'd 
by an actual Siege, ſince the Ceſſion of thoſe valua- 
ble Places by the Treaty of Urrech:. 7 
After Debate, the Queſtion was put thereupon, 

It was reſolved in the Negative. 
Contents 31. | Not Cor 88. 
Moved to Reſolve, That the Stipulations in the 
Treaty of Seville for repairing the Loſſes of our 
Merchants, are inſufficient and precarious. 

After Debate, 1 was put thereupon, 

It was reſolded in the Negative. 

Contents 30. Not Con' 79. 

Then it was propoſed to Reſolve, That the Treaty 
of Peace, Union and Friendſhip, coneluded at Seville 
on the gth of November laſt; does contain all ne- 
ceſſary Stipulatious for maintaining and ſecuring the 
Honour, Dignity, Rights, and Poſſeſſions of the 
Crown; and that all due Care is taken therein for 
the Support of the Trade of this Kingdom, and for 
repairing the Loſſes ſuffered by the Merchants. 

After Debate, the Queſtion was put thereupon, 

And it was reſolved in the Affirmative. 


" Diſſentient* | 5 

Becauſe we think this Queſtion, from the Debate, 
as well as from the Import of the Queſtion it ſelf, 
was deſigned as a Juſtification of the whole Treaty, 
which appcars to us neither to be Solid, Honourable, 
nor Advantageous, for the following Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe we know not whether all the Treaties 
and Conventions concluded between England and 
Spain, may be, in every Article of them, ſo beneficial 
to us, as to be fit to be again confirmed and renewed. 

2 Becauſe we think it extreamly difficult to examine, 
with requiſite Nicety, how advantageous every Treaty 
and Convention between Great Britain and Spain may 
de to us; ſo we think it abſurd to pretend to judge of 
any future Agreement, and therefore we thiuk it 
very extraordinary, and apprehend it may be of ver 
ill Conſequence, to be bound, as we are, by this 
9 8:4 Treaty, 


4 


after all, they have only the flend 


hall remain their till Don Car 


1 
Treaty, to ratify and guaranty whatever Agreement 
all be made between the King of Spain and Dukes 


of Tuſcany and Parma, concerning the Gartiſons 
once eſtabliſhed in their Countries. 


3. Becauſe the Obligation on our Merchants to 
make Proof of the Juſtice of their Demands for theit 
Loſſes, at the Court of Spain, is, in our Opinion, 
an Hardſhip upon them, and not honourable fot the 

ation; and we are perſuaded thoſe unfortunate 
Gentlemen will undertake ſo troubleſome and expen- 
ſive a Journey with the leſs Chearfulneſs, becauſe 
they may fear their Claims are not unlikely to be 
counterballanced by others from the Spaniards; and 
| Comfort. of hop- 
ing (it they think there is even 4% Room for them 
to hope) to get that Redreſs by Commiſſaries, which 
they have not hitherto been able to obtain by Plenipo- 
tentiaties. eo dane 

4. Becauſe we are obliged to aſſiſt in effectuating 
the IntroduQion of Six Thouſand Spaniſh Troops 
into the Towns of Tuſcany and Parma, without 
ſpecifying the Methods we are to take, or Charge we 
are to be at, in giving that Aſſiſtance; ſo that, for 
aught we know, we may be liable to an endleſs Trou- 
ble, and unlimited Expence, to compaſs what, if 
effected, cannot, in our Opinion, be of any Advan- 


tage to us, but, as we fear, may prove molt prejudi - 


cial and deſtruQive. | n 

F. Becauſe we oblige ourſelves to guaranty for 
ever, not only to Don Carlos, but even to all his Suc- 
ceſſors, the Right to, and Poſſeſſion of the States of 
Tuſcany and Parma, which we think is a Stipulation 
of ſo extenſive a Nature, that we can hardly ſee we 


ate ever like to be exempted from the Diſputes and 


Quarrels it may, too probably; draw upon us. | 
6. Becauſe this Treaty differs from the Quadruple 
Alliance, upon which 'tis pretended to be chiefly 
founded, in ſome Points that ſeemed to be thought 
eſſential by ourſelves, as well as by the _ of France 
and Spain, as far as we can judge by the Stipulations 
of former Alliances, particularly in that of introduc- 
ing Spaniſp Troops, inſtead: of Neutral, into Taſcany 
and Parma; and by. ſtipulating that thoſe Troops 
hs and his Succeſlors 
ate 


LAS: 


are ſecure and exempt from all Events; which, from 
the Nature and Extent of human Foreſight, we 
think the warmeſt Advocates for the Treaty muſt 
allow, is, in Effect to ſay, they are to remain there 


for ever. Wk 
7. Becauſe the Alterations in this Treaty, from 
that of the Quadruple Alliance, are made, not only 
without the Conſent of the Emperor, but, as we fear, 
he will interpret it (fnce he has not the Compliment 
paid him of being invited into it) almoſt in Defiance 
of him 3 and if this Treatment of bim ſhould 
unhappily alienate. his Friendſhip froni us, we think 
we ſhould, as good Engliſbmen, have great Reafon 
to lament the Loſs of ſuch an ancient, powerful aud 
faithful Ally. ok ect ee | 
8. Becauſe weapprehend there is an artful Omiſſion 
98888 the whole Treaty, of any plain and ex- 
preſs Stipulatian to ſecure to us our Right to Gibraltar 


and Minorca, which, however willing we are to at- 


tribute it rather, to the ſuperior Skill of the Spaniſp 
Managers, than to any want of Zeal for their Coun- 
try in our own, is an Error that we fear will leave 
dur Poſſeſſion of thoſe important Places too liable 
to future Cayils; and we think the Spaniards could 
not, with the leaſt plauſible Pretence of Reaſon, have 
refuſed to aſcertain. our indubitable Right to them in 
as ſtrong and explicit Ternis as we have declared 
ourſelves Guarantees of the Right, Poſſeſſion, Fran- 
quillity, and Quiet of the Italian Dominions allotted 
to Don Carlos and his Succeſſots; ſince we have 
had the Complaiſance to admit the Spaniards to dil- 
cuſs their Pretentions for the Reſtitution of the Ships 
taken in the Year 1718, tho” their Right to that Com- 
penſation was as effeQually ſecured to them, as it can 
be pretended ours is to Gibraltar and Minorca, by 
thole general Words that renew and confirm all for- 
mer [1 reaties. | 
9. Becauſe his Majeſty himſelf, by his Speech from 
the Throne, ſeems not entirely free from Apprehen- 
ſions of new Troubles being till likely to ariſe in 
Europe, even in Reſentment of the preſent Engage- 
ments; and if he thought this Peace had ſettled the 
publick Tranquitlity upon a laſting Foundation, we 
are confident his Paternal Goodneſs would have 
Cn TR '- "+ inclined 


oh (to) 

inclined him, by a further Reduction of Troops, to 
have given more Eaſe to his People, who have lon 

roaned under the heavy Burthen of Taxes almo 
inſupportable, and of a large ſtanding Army, and 
have had all their Grievances increaſed by a perni- 
cious Interruption of late of that flouriſhing Com- 
merce, without which they can neither be happy at 


dome, nor reſpeQed abroad. 


10. Becauſe ir appears to us, after the moſt mature 
Conſideration of all Particulars, that we gre much 
farther obliged than we were before, and than, we 
think, we ever ought to be, to meddle in Diſputes 
about Territories at a great Diſtance from us, and in 
which our National Intereſt ſeems no way concern'd ; 
and fince one of the principal contracting Parties in 
that Alliance upon which this is built, is not only left 
out of it, but, as we think there is Reaſon to believe, 
extreamly diſobliged by it ; and fince it ſeems im- 

oſſible to make the Introduction of Span; Troops 
into Taſcany and Parma, even by the molt prevailing 
Application we can uſe, conſiſtent with the Dignity 
and Quiet of thoſe Princes, whoſe Towns they are 
to garriſon ; we own ourſelves, vpon the whole, 
uncapable of diſcerning either the Equity or Policy 
of this Treaty, which, we fear, will not enable us, 
either to reſtore what we have loſt, or long to preſerve 
quietly and undiſturbed what we yet poſſeſs; and which 
we fear, inſtead of extricating us out of thoſe Difficul- 
ties that we have of late been involved in, and which 
have been owing, in a great Meaſure, in our Judg- 


ment, to the Incapacity of thoſe Miniſters by whoſe 


Counſels we have been intangled in a Labyrinth 


of unneceſſary, if not prejudicial Treaties and En- 


eo will probably be the melancholly Occa- 
jon of freſh Diſturbances, and bring upon us, already 


too much impoveriſh'd, the Miſery and Conſuſton of 


a War; which, if once kindled, we are convinced it 


will be as difficult to know the End, as to determine the 


Succeſs of ſuch a fatal Event. 


Scarſdale Beaufort Gower Bedford 

Thanes Angleſoy Coventry Hiantingdon 

Bruce le Bathurſs Willoughby de Brook 
Foley Plymouth Strafford Oxford and Mortimer 


Nort on Abingdon Warrington Montjoy 
Aylesford Middleton Briſtol Bridgewater, 
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The Lox ps PRor EST 
On the Motion for Reading the Mutiny Bill, &c. 


Die Lune 16 Martij, 1729. 


H E Houſe being moved that the Bill entitled, 
An AQ for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſer- 
tion, and for the better Payment of the 
« Army and their Quarters,” be read a ſecond Time 
on Friday next. | 
The ſame was objected to, and a nearer Day being 
propoſed, After Debate, 
The Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Bill ſhould 
be read a ſecond Time on Friday next ? 
It was Reſolved in the Negative. 
Diſſentient” 


Becauſe we conceive that the Conſideration of the 
State of the Nation, which is appointed for next 
Thurſday, ought rather to precede, than follow that 
Deliberation, which will naturally ariſe upon the 
Bill of Mutiny and Deſertion; concerning the keep- 
ing up, in Time of Peace, a ſtanding Army, and the 

ethod of governing that Army, if any ſhould be 
judged requiſite; which is a Subject of ſuch Impor- 
tance, that we think hardly any thing of more Mo- 
ment can fall under our Conſideration, or that more 
requires the cleareſt Light that can be had, in Order 
to form a Judgment upon it, not unworthy a Britiſh 
Houſe of Peers, zealous for that Freedom which has 
been delivered down to them from their Anceſtors, 


Strafford Abingdon Foley 
Northam Aylesford Beanfort 
Hereford Boyle Oxford and Mortimer. 
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The Lox bs PRorESH 
On the Motion to Addreſs for a Liſt of Penſions. 


Die Jovis 19 Marti, 1729. wall is. 


HE Houſe being moved, That an humble 
Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, That he 
will be graciouſly pleas'd to order to be laid 
before this Houſe, a Liſt of all Penſions payable 
by the Crown: 5 
And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, 
The previous Queſtion was put, Whether that 
Queltion ſhall be now put ? | ; 
| It was reſolved in the Negative. 
Diſſentient” 1 


1. Becauſe we think this Queſtion ought to have 
been pat and paſt in the Affirmative, ſince no Inſtance 
could be given, that the Liſt of Penſions was denied, 
when called for by either Houſe of Parliament; and 
we-cannot imagine there can ever be a more proper 
Time to addreſs to the Crown for that Liſt to be 
laid before this Houſe, than when they are to enter 
upon the Conſideration of a Bill, which is calculated 
to prevent the Members of the Houſe of Common 
for the future, from ſitting or voting under any undue 
Influence. | 5 | 
2. Becauſe we conceive the Refuſal of complying 

with this Queſtion, will be miſinterpreted without 
Doors, whether the Bill ſhall paſs, or be rejected : 
For, in one Caſe, it will give juſt Reaſon to believe 
the Liſt of Penſions was filled with Members of 
the Houſe of Commons; and tho' this Houſe would 
coneur to prevent the Evil, they were tender of ex- 
poſing the Names of particular Perſons; in the other 
Caſe, it would raiſe a Jealouſy, that there were tov 
many Members of this Houſe who were upon that 
Lilt, which Aſperſion onght, as we conceive, to have 

hcen obviated by producing thoſe Liſts, and making 
3 them 


(13) 
them publick, as in former times has been frequently 
done. 


Berkſhire Oxford and Thanet Litchfield 


Coventry Mortimer Bathurſi Gower 
Ayleiford Beaufort Strafford Hereford. 
Abingdon Foley | hon 
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De Lorps PrRoTEsrT 


On the Queſtion for rejefting the Penſion- Bill, 
and the Second Reading of the Mutiny-Bill, 


Die Sabbati 21mo Martij, 1729, 


0 DIE 24a vice lea eft Billa, entitled, 
* An Ad for making more effeQual the 


— Laws in Being, for diſabling Perſons from 
„ being choſen Members, or Sitting or Voting in 
* the Houſe of Commons, who have any Penton, 
% during Pleaſure, or for any Number of Years, or 
“any Offices holden in Truſt for them, by obliging 
& all Perſons hereafter to be choſen, to ſerve for the 
„Commons in Parliament, to take the Oath therein 
„ mentioned. TS; 0 " 

Propos'd to commit the Bill. 
After long Debate thereupon, EK 
The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall be 
committed ? 


It was reſolved in the Negative. 
Diſſentient? 


1. Becauſe all Objections againſt particular Clauſes 


or Expreſſions in the Bill, would have been regularly 
the Subjects of Debate in a Committee, and might 
have been removed, if it ſhould have appeared neceſſa- 
ry, by making ſuch Amendments to the Bill, as the 

. Wiſdom of the Houſe ſhould have thought proper. 
2. Becauſe we conceive the general Deſign of 
this Bill to be highly reaſonable, and of the greateſt 
Importance to the Conſtitution of Parliaments, and 
are therefore extreamly concern'd, it ſhould not te- 
ceive even the Countenance of a Commitment, ""_ 
| ne 
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the Houſe of Commons, who alone would have been 
immediately affected by it, had paſs'd it, and, as we 
apprehend, with ſo much Regard to their Country, 

and ſo much Honour to themſelves. S 
3. Becauſe this Bill does, in Effect, enact nothing 
new, fince it only enforces the Obſervation, and 
prevents the Evaſion of former Laws, which were 
judg'd neceſſary for the publick Good, by ſo many 
Parliaments, and which we do not apprehend, that 
our Experience fince, has given us Reaſon to look 
upon as leſs neceſſary for the fame Purpoſes at this 
Time. By one of theſe Laws, no Perſon who has 
a Penſion from the Crown during Pleaſure, can fit 
in the Houſe of Commons; but the Effect of this 
Law was, or might have been evaded in great mea- 
ſure, by Grants of Penſions for certain Terms of 
Years, whereof we preſume that Examples have not 
been wanting. To remedy, or prevent this Abuſe, 
it was enaQed by another Law, That no Perſon who 
enjoys a Penſion from the Crown for any Number of 
Years, ſhall fit in the Houſe of Commons, under 
certain Penalties therein mentioned; but the Effect 
of this Law likewiſe is, or may'be, entirely evaded 
ſeveral Ways. It is, or may be, evaded, by giving 
_ occaſional Gratuities, or making annual Preſents, 
which will not be conſtrued to fall under the Deno- 
mination of Penſions, and which are known in their 
Nature, and muſt be in their Effect, manifeſtly the 
ſame. It is, or may be evaded alſo, by the Difficulty 
of diſcovering and convicting thoſe who preſume to 
break it, ſince there is Ground to believe, by what 
has happened lately in this Houſe, as well as on ſome 
other Occaſions, that the Cemmons would find it 
difficult to obtain theſe Accounts, which can only 
ſhew what Penſions are paid to particular Perſons, 
We obſerve farther, that by the Laws now in Force, 
all thoſe who hold certain Offices therein ſpecified, 
as well as all thoſe who hold any Offices erected 
fince that Time, are made incapable of fitting in the 
Houſe of Commons ; and that whoſoever accepts 
of any Office or Employment under the Crown, 
cannot fit in that Houſe, till he has been te- elected. 
Now, it appear: to us, that all thoſe good and lauda- 
ble Proviſions may be rendeged. (xſe/eſs} egg 
that 


. 


(1f) 
that the Houfe of Commons may be fill'd with Perſons 
who are by Law incapable of ſitting there, that the 
Electots may be deprived of that reaſonable Option 
which the Law has given them, whether they will 
truſt the ſame Perſon, to repreſent them after he has 
accepted art Employment, whom they elected to re- 
preſent them when he had none; and that all this 
may be effected by the fingle Expedient of getting an 
Office or Employment to be held by ſome Perſon 
who is not a Member of the Houſe of Commons, 
in Truſt for who is. We ſhall not determine on 
publick Fame, or private Suſpicion, whether all, or 
ſome of theſe Abuſes and Evaſions of ſo many Acts 
of Parliament have prevailed, or not; but ſince it is 
evident, that they may eaſily be introduced under a 
corrupt Adminiſtration, we muſt be of Opinion, that 
a Law which would prevent them as effeCtually, as 
we believe the Bill ſent up by the Commons would 
have done, could not have met with too great En- 
couragement from this Houſe, not have been paſſed 
too ſoon. | | 
4. Becauſe it appears to us; that the Arguments 
againſt this Bill, drawn from the Neceſſity or Expe- 
diency of preſerving an Influence to the Crown, by 
the Power of rewarding, are either not at all to the 
prefent Purpoſe, or elſe are applied to prove, that an 
Influence guarded againſt by fo many ſolemn Acts 
of Parliament, ſhould be admitted by the Connivance 
of Parliament. And we think it would be much more 
for the Honour of this Houſe, if theſe Arguments 
were of real Weight, to be prevailed upon by them, 
directly to repeal the Laws above-menticned, than, by 
re jecting a Bill deſign'd to render thoſe Laws effectual, 
to ſeem, as we apprehend, to approve all the Evaſi- 
ons of them which have been, or can be invented, 
or put in PraQice. e 

5. Becauſe we think, that altho' this Bill tends to 
reſtrain any illegal and dangerous Influence over the 
Houſe of Commons, yet it leaves ſuch an Influence 
entire to the Crown, as will appear at leaſt ſufficient, 
when we conſider, that there are in the preſent Houſe 
of Commons hardly leſs than Two Hundred Mem- 
bers who hold ſuch Offices and Employments under 
the Crown, as would have continued to be tenable 


dy 
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by them, if this Bill had paſſed, and even the Powet 
of granting Penſions for Life to Members of Parlia- 
ment openly, would have ſtill remain'd in the Crown. 
6. Becauſe, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, all Influence over 
either Houſe of Parliament, except that which ariſes 
from a Senſe. of thoſe Duties we owe to our King, 
and to our Country, are improper ; and the particu- 
lar Influences which this Bill was intended to prevent, 
are not only improper, but may, and naturally muſt, 
in Courſe of Time, become.extreamly pernicious, 
both to the Crown and to the People. For firlt, 
Altho' this Influence appears.to be that of the Crown, 
it may become virtually that of the Miniſter, and be 
applied to deceive the Prince, as well as to oppreſs 
the People ; if ever a corcupt Miniſter ſhould have 
the Diſpoſition of Places, and the Diſtribution of 
Penſions, Gratuities, and Rewards, he may create 
ſuch an Influence, as ſhall effeCtually deprive the 
Prince of the great Advantage of ſhewing the true 
Senſe of his People. And a Houſe of Parliament 
being prevail'd upon to approve ſuch Meaſures as the 
whole Nation diſlikes, ſo may be confirm'd in the 
Purſuit of them, and for the ſake of an z» worth 
Servant, \ofe the Affections of his People, whilſt he 
imagines that he both deſerves and poſſeſſes them. 
In the next Place, if ever this improper Influence 
ſhould obtain a certain, Degree of Strength, . theſe 
tecrible, Conſequences mult inevitably follow trom it; 
That the worſt Propoſals for the Publick will be the 
moſt likely to ſucceed, and that the weakeſt Miniiters 
will be the beſt ſupported, The Reaſon whereof 
we take to be extreamly plain, ſince this improper 
Influence may be directed to any Purpoſe whatſoever, 
and will always be moſt expeQed where it is mot 
wanted, in the Support of ill Meaſures, and weak 

Miniſters. | n 
7, Becauſe we agree, that as National, or other 
Services, have expos'd the Crown to any new Dan- 
ger, the Security of Fidelity and. Allegiance given by 
the Oaths of the Subjects to the Crown, has been 
increas'd from time to time; and we therefore think, 
that, by a Parity of Reaſon, ſome greater Security 
than was formerly exaQted, ſhould be now given to the 
Nation by their Repreſentatives, for a ane Dif 
charge 
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charge of the Truſt repoſed in them, becauſe this 
Truſt, which is the ſame as it was in every other 
Reſpect, is come to be much greater than it was, in 
Reſpect to thoſe heavy Taxes which have for many 
Years paſt, and which, as we fear, muſt be for all 
ſucceeding Times, annually laid by Parliament on 


the People, as well as to thoſe immenſe Debts which 


have been contracted, and which we apprehend to 
have annually increas'd upon the Nation. The Ser- 
vice of the Houſe of Commons was formerly a real 
Service, therefore often declin'd and always paid for 
by the People: It is now no longer paid for by the 
People; and yet far from being declin'd, it has been 
courted and ſought after at great Expence. How far 
theſe Confiderations, together with that of the vaſt 
Increaſe of the Civil-Liſt Revenue, and of the Debts 
contracted on it in former Reigns, deſerve to enforce 
the Reaſons for exaQing ſome new and ſtrong En- 
gagements from the Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to thoſe whom they are choſen to repreſent, is, 
we think, ſufficiently obvious; 

8. Altho' it mult be allowed, that the multiplying 
of Oaths without great and evident Reaſons, ought 
to be avoided, yet an Oath being the moſt ſolemn 
Engagement which Men can be laid under, we judge 
it, on that very Account, the more proper to be im- 
pos'd, upon this important Occafion, nor will the 
Probability of its being broke thro? by the Iniquity of 
Mankind, be an Argument of greater Force againſt 
this Bill, than againſt any other Law made for pre- 
venting any other Crime whatſoever. 


Huntingdon Craven Boyle Berkſhire 
Northampton Thanet Hereford Oxford and 
Bathurſk, Plymouth Coventry Mortimer 
Sunderland Mont joy Maſſam Litchfield 
Gower Ker Bruce Maynard 
2 Warrington Straffordd Briſtol, 


Abingdon Beaufort 


Then the Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid 


Dili thall be rejected? 


It was reſolyed in the Affirmative. 
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Diſſentient * 

1. Becauſe the evident Intention of this Bill, was 
only to make a farther Advance towards gaining that 
good End, which the Legiſlature hitherto. bas, we 
tear, too weakly endeavoured to compaſs, The Pre- 
vention of Corruption; which, it muſt be owned, is 
an Evil of ſo miſchievous a Nature, ſo apt to ſpread 
and grow epidemical, that a wiſe and virtuous People 
will apply the moſt timely and moſt effectual Reme- 
dies that can be deviſed for the Cure of it; ſince a 
Nation once infected muſt ſoon get the better. of fo 
contagious a Diſtemper, or it will foon get the bet- 
ter of the Nation. 

2. Becauſe we can hardly frame in out Minds a 
more reaſonable Method, than the SanQtion of ſuch 
an Oath of Purgation as was to have been taken by 
all the Members of the Houſe of Commons, if this 
Bill had paſſed into a Law, to preſerve that Part of 
the Legiſlature pure and free from that kind of Bribery, 
which ſeems from the Nature of it to be the moſt per- 
nicious, a ſecret and unavow'd Penſion; or what, 
however different in Name, would, we fear, be too 
much the ſame in Effed, an Office in Truſt, or a 
claudeſtine Gratuity. | 

3. Becauſe the Ad of Parliament which paſs'd laſt 
Year, tho' it contain'd ſome excellent Proviſions 
againſt Bribery and Corruption, and ought, in our 
Opinion, ever to be held Sacred, Iuuiolable, and a 
fundamental Part of our yet free Conſtitution, wanted 
{til} ſomething, as we judge, to make it more com- 
pleat, by eſtabliſhing an Oath for the EleQed, as well 
as the EleQors ; which being done by this Bill, we 
cannot but look upon it tu. have been a ſeaſonable and 

* neceſlary Addition to thoſe Laws already enacted for 
the ſame Purpoſe, in order to guard us more ſtrongly 
againſt the powerful and malignant Influence of | 
Wicked, Aſpiring, and Deſpotick Miniſters, who in- 
vent no Artifices ſo likely to ſubvert the Liberties of 
the People, as by corrupting thoſe wo are choſen to 
defend them. | 

4. Becauſe we apprehend the Houſe of Commons 
may think themſelves unkindly treated by us for 
rejeQing a Bill ſent from them, of great Conſequence, 
by which they deſign'd only to ſecure their own Ho- 

nour, 
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nour, and the Nation's Liberties, and that concern'd 
only their own Members, without allowing it even 
the uſual Forms of a Commitment; and the reſt of 
our Fellow-Subjects will, we fear, hardly be charita- 
ble enough to think, that one Houſe of Parliament 
could be perfectly anbiaſs'd, when it refus'd ſo proper 
an Expedient to make, in a great Meaſure, the other 
Wo 


Huntingdon Boyle Berkſhire 
Northampton Hereford Oxford and 
Bathurſs * © Coventry Mortimer 
Sunderland Maſſam Litchfield 
Gower Bruce Maynard 
Hylesford Strafford Briſtol. 
Foley Beaufort 
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The Lords PRoTEsT 
On the Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion. 


Die Lune 23 Marti, 1729. 


ODTIE tertia vice lecta eſt Billa, entitled, 
An AQ for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, 
& and for the better Payment of the Army 

“and their Quarters. 
The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall paſs? 

It was reſolved ia the Aflirmative. 
; Difſentient 

- Becauſe we think, that ſo large a Number of 
Troops as is propoled ro be kept up in this Kingdom 
for this Year, by this Bill, is not neceſſaty for our 
Safety, as far as we can Judge from the preſent Con- 
juncture of Affairs; wed that a Standing Army, in 
Time of Peace, muſt be always burthenſome to the 
People, and dangerous to their Liberties, forReaſons 
often given by ſeveral Lords, and remaining upon 
the Journals of this Houſe, to which. we chuſe to re- 
fer, rather than repeat them, in order to prove a Pro- 
poſition, that we think almoſt manifeſt in it ſelf, or, 
at leaſt, may eatily be maintain'd by Arguments un- 
D 2 deniably 


they may be intended for Purpoſes that do not con» 
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deniably convincing, and ſo obvious, in our Opinion, 
that they muſt occur, upon the leaſt Reflection, to 
every Engliſhman, who loves his Country and his 


Freedom. 
Mont j Beaufort 
Strafrd Abing don. 


Se 6888 885 85 55 


The Lops PRO TES 


On the State of the Nation, 


Die Veneris 19 Aprilis, 1530. 


H E Order of the Day for taking into farther 
Conſideration the State of the Nation, being 


a Read, + 
Moved to Reſolve, That the Maintaining of 
12000 Heſſians in the Pay of Great Britain for the 
Year 1730, is burthenſome and unneceſlary. 
After Debate, the Queſtion was put thereupon, 
And it was ręſolved in the Negative. 


Diſſentient | 

1. Becauſe we think the maintaining Foreign Troops 
in our Pay, where we have no Territory,” and not 
only when we have no War, but immediately after a 
Peace, concluded with one of the moſt confiderable 


Powers in Europe, whilſt we are in Alliance with 


Holland, and are in ſtritt Friendſhip with France, the 
moſt conſiderable Power of all; is a Policy that, be- 


fore this Inſtance of it, cannot be parallel'd, as far as 


we can recolle&, inal! our Annals; and muſt be 
owing to the Adyice of Miniſters leſs cautious, and 
leſs concern'd for the true Intereſt of this Kingdom, 
than their Duty obliged them to be; and we cannot, 
out of the Regard we owe our Poſterity, conſent 
to it. f . 4 
- 2. Becauſe the Importance of the Service in which 
they are deſigned to be imployed does no way appear to 
us, and we fear it may create an Apprehenſion that 


cern 


. 


cern Ereat Britain; which is a Jealouſy, however ill 


founded, that we are perſwaded from his Majeſty's 


Goodneſs, he will be always inclined to prevent, for 
his People's Sake; and his Counſellors, we think, 
ought, if poſſible, to prevent for their own. 

3. Becauſe we think it would be an unreaſonable Bur- 
then upon the People at any time, but we look upon it to 
be particularly ſo at this, whilſt we are til! heavily 
loaded with an immenſe National Debt, ſevere Annual 
Taxes, oppreſſive and perpetual Exciſes, and have had, 
of late, the additional Misfortune of an unuſual and 
exceſſive Dearneſs of almoſt all Neceſlaries for Liv- 
ing; whilſt our Commerce (we cannot but fear) has 
been declining for ſome Years, and many valuable 
Branches of it running into other Channels, from 
whence we have but little ExpeQation of ever deriving 
them again into our own ; when the dubious and un- 
happy Situation of Afﬀairs, under which we have la- 
boured of late, has reduced many ſubſtantjal Merchants 
to Poverty; and has been productive of other ill 
Conſequences that we apprehend, will be ſenſibly felt 
for ſome Time by the whole Nation; when the Sum 
Which is to be allowed for the Maintenance of theſe 
Troops, is at leaſt Six*pence in the Pound, on every 
landed Man's Eſtate in England, and when we 
avowedly pay, at the ſame Time, greater Subſidies 

to other foreign Princes, than our preſent Circumſtan- 
dees (in our Opinion) can well bear, or than any wiſe 

Reaſons of State ſeem to require, 

4. Becauſeit does not appear to us, that his ons tr? 
either in any Speech, or by any Meſlage, has demand- 
ed any Supply, for what ſeems to us ſo extraordinary 

a Charge; and he ſeems not to think them neceſlary 

for our Safety at Home, ſince he has lately disbanded 

ſome of our own; and we cannot find that we are 
under any direct Stipulation, to maintain them for 
the Safety of any of our Allies Abroad, who notwith- 


ſtanding the various Engagements and Multiplicity of - 


"Treaties, with which we have, within the Compaſs of 
a few Years, moſt incautiouſly (as we fear) entangled 
our ſelves, have no Right to require Succours from 
us, till, by ſome Moleſtation, or hoſtile Attack, the 
publick Tranquillity is diſturbed ; which Misfortune 
may (till (as we hope) be prevented, if ſuch Meaſures 


ats 
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ate taken, as it becomes able and upright Stateſme 
always to purſue; if the Reputation of our Wiſdom 
and Power is alone ſufficient (as it ought to be) to 
produce us equal and nſeful Alliances (and it always 
will be, when the Affairs of the Kingdom are ad- 
minſtred as they ought to be) and if, to fave our 
Friends trom Dangers, that perhaps are only imagi- 
nary, we do not run into real ones our ſelves. 


Berkſhire Strafford Plymouth Boyle 
Northampton Maynard Gower Mont i 

Huntingdon Aylesford Coventry Oxford and 

Craven Willoughby de Brook Litchfield Mortimer. 


Scarſdale Abingdon 
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The Joint and Separate Account or Narrative 
of George Collcott, and Robert Jones, 
Mariners, relating to what paſſed at their 
ſeveral Meetings with others, about the Affair 


of DUNKIRK. 
IHE faid George Colleott ſaith, that when he 
was with Mr. Carkeſs, the Secretary to the 
> Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, on Wedneſday the 4th Day of February laſt, 
he received a Meſlage, that a Gentleman wanted to 
ſpeak with him at the Swan Tavern by Billing ſpate ; 
the ſaid George Collcott went thither, and there found 
one Thomas Stepping, fitting with Mr. Brinſden of 
. Darbam-Yard. Upon Collcoti's entering the Room, 
Stepping told Mr. Brinſden, that was Mr. Collcort, and 
then Brinſden ſaid he was glad to ſec him, and defired 
him to tit down, which Callcott did, and thereupon 
2 took a Glaſs of Wine and drank Captain 
Buſbell's Health to Collcet. Collcott asked him if he 


1 knew Mr. Bafbell, to which he anſwered, No, but 
1 had heard a very good Character of him. * 
_ * then 
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then asked Collcort if he knew Mr. Bedford and 
Mr. Johnſow, Merchants of DUNKIRK; to 
which he anſwered, Yes. Brinſden then asked, if 
they (the faid Merchants) were concerned in Coals, 
for he had a Mind to fend over Coals and Lead to 
that Place. Collcott told him, the propereſt Perſon 
to apply to was one Mr. Peter Stevall, who was 
Broker to all the Colliers that came there: Mr. Brinſden 
then looked into his Pocket-Book, and ſaid, you are 
much in the Right of it, that is the proper Perſon. 
Colleott asked Frinſden if he had got a Ship fit for 
the Trade, for DUNKIRK was a difficult Place 
to go to; Brinſden ſaid he had a Ship. Collcor asked 
him what Country built Ship ſhe was, and he faid 
Scarborongh. Collcot further asked, what Water ſhe 
drew. Brinſden anſwered, they ſay, Fourteen Foot 
and an Half; to which Cellcoit replied, that Draught 
of Water would not do for a Collier to that Place, 
(meaning Danki#k.) Collcott asked Brinſden, if he had 
a Malter for the Ship? To which he anſwered, No, 
Mr. Callcoz reply'd, he would willingly ſerve him as 
a Maſter, and ſaid that he had been concerned in 2 
Collier, but did not care to be concerned in a Ship 
that drew ſo much Water as Fourteen Foot and an 


Half; but if he would buy a Floaty Ship, ſuch an one 


as he could recommend to him at Tar mouth, he would 
be concerned with him, and go 100 J. with him, and 
begin the Trade with him as ſoon as he pleaſed. 
Brinſden ſaid, he was told there was Water enough in 
Dankirk Harbour. Collcott anſwered, the Harbour 
was good, taking Times and Seaſons; but it would 
not anſwer to lie in Dzakirk Road, and there to lighten 
a Collier; there muſt be a Floaty Veſſel for that 
Buſineſs. Brinſden having ſaid, that he was informed 
the Harbour was good, Collcott (aid, Sir, I find you 
want an Information relating to Dza#irk Harbour, 
and added that he could give him as good an Informa- 


tion as any Man in Eugland, but ſaid he would not 


do or fay any DOTY it, unleſs he (Brinſden) 
would give him his Word and Honour, that he would 


uſe his belt Efforts to get Mr. Buſbell over. Brinſden 


then 
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then ſaid, don't take this Meeting for an Invitation, but 
if you will meet me at the San Tavern behind the Ex- 
change next Saturday, he would give him, Collcott, a fur- 
ther Account of the Matter, and he ſhould ſee in alittle 
Time thoſe worthy Gentlemen that would certainly 
gain Mr. Buſbell's Liberty. After which Mr. Brinſden 
pulled out a Plan of Dznk:rk, as it ſtood before it was 
demoliſhed, and asked Collcott ſeveral Queſtions about 
the Reparations that had been made, which Collcott 
prickt off upon the Plan, and ſaid, that was nothing 
to what it was now; but when he ſaw the Gentle- 
men, he would pive them a Plan of it himſelf : 
Brinſdew then talked much of. the great Decay of 
Trade, and how the People of Daxkirk increaſed in 
Trade, and that inſtead of our ſupplying them with 
Sugars, as we uſed to do, the French now did it them- 
felves : After which Brinſden and Collcott parted. 
Purſuant to the Appointment made by Mr. Brinſden 
to meet at the Sun Tavern, Mr. Collcott went thither, 
and carried with him the ſaid Robert Fones, on Saturda 
the Seventh Day of February, about Three of the Clock, 
where they dined in a large Room, with a Screen be- 
fore the Door, at which time were preſent John Taylor, 
William Manowry, Thomas Stepping, Thomas Jenkins, 
and one Mr. Eales, Nephew to Mr. Brinſden. The 
ſaid George Collcott and Robert Jones ſay, that Brinſden 
frequently went in and out of the Room; and juſt 
after Dinner, Brinſden laid a Plan of Dazkirk upon 
the Table, which the Perſons preſently look'd into, 
and paſſed their Sentiments upon it; after which he 
withdrew. The ſaid Eales then deſired Silence, and 
pulled a Paper out of his Pocket, which he read, con- 
taining a Deſcription of the Harbour, in which the 
ſaid Colleott made ſome Alterations; upon which the 
ſaid Eales withdrew, and went into another Room 
for half an Hour, and returned with another Paper, 
and offered it to the Perſons then preſent, to be ſigned, 
but Robert Jones objected to the Signing of it, unleſs he 
had a Promiſe, that Baſhel/ ſhould be brought over. 
Brixſdex thereupon took the ſaid Foxes by the Hand, 
and aſlured him, that it ſhould be done; and Captain 
| | Taylor 
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Taylor ſaid, he expected in a Fornight's Time to go 
over for him himſelf. Brinſden called Capt. Jenkins 
out of the Room, and Col/corz followed them, and 
deſired that Jenkins might not be drawn in to ſign 
the Paper, for that it would be a Prejudice to him 
and his Family, as he was a Man that uſed the Dun- 
kirk Trade; upon which he was excus'd. 

On Monday the ninth Day of February, Eales got 
all the Perſons that were at the San Tavern together, 
and one Capt. Francis Milliams, at the Swan in Thames- 
Street, about Ten in the Morning, from whence 
they all went in Coaches to Mr. Brinſden's Houſe in 
Darham-Yard, where they were carried into a Parlour, 
and entertained with Wine. They were carried one 
by one into a Room up two Pair of Stairs, to be exa- 
mined ſeparately, where there were two Mr. Palteneys, 
Sir William Windham, a tall thin young Gentleman, 
whoſe Name they kney not, another tall Gentleman, 
that ſtoops a little, and ſeemed to be about 50 Years 
of Age, who Mr. Eales ſaid, was a Lord, and the 
firſt Letter of his Title was a B, and Mr. Brinſden. 

The ſaid George Coll:otz ſays, That when he was 
examined there, Fir William Windham asked him, how 
long he had known Dazxkirk? To which he anſwered, 
Twenty Years. Sir William then ſaid, that he had 
known it long before the Demolition of it, and made 
ſeveral Enquiries about the former and preſent Situ- 
ation of Dankirk, and put the ſame or ſuch like 
Queſtions to him, as he did in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; to which the ſaid Cellcotit gave the fame Au- 
ſwers that he did there. George Collcott afterwards 
ſaid to Sir William, and the reſt of the Gentlemen 
there, that as he had given them a fair and true Ac- 
count of the Condition of Dxxkrrk, he hoped they 
would deal honourably by him, and get Mr. Byfpe/l 
a Diſcharge from all his Troubles, that he mighr 
come home; to which William Pulteney, Eſq; ſaid, 
Mr. Collcott, do you know what Mr. Buſhell is in- 
debted to the Crown? Does he owe 200/. ? Collcott 
ſaid, Sir, I am afraid he is 1 loaded, and ſignified 
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to them that the Proſecution was for treble the Va- 
lue, the Information having been laid in Time. The 
Gentlemen then diſputed, whether they ſhould ſend 
for him; upon which it was ſaid by ſome of them, 
perhaps they will lay him in Goal when he does come 
over; and ſo it was agreed amongſt them to ſtay 
arid ſee how the Affair would go, but defired Collcor? 
to write to him, and chear him up, and let him know, 
that in a little Time they would get his Diſcharge, 
and procure his Liberty; and in Purſuance thereof, 
the ſaid Colleott did write to that Effect to Mr. Buſhell. 
Collcott was called up a ſecond Time to the ſaid 
Gentlemen, and then told them he had given an Ac- 
count of ſeveral indirect Practices carried on in the 
Trade betwen Dxxkirk and Ireland, and other Places, 
of which he had Information from Baſbell, but could 
not get Relief for him; To which the ſaid Gentle- 
men ſaid, that it was a lamentable Caſe that the 
poor Man could not be relieved, but that they would 

take Care and get his Bufineſs done in a little time. 
The ſaid Robert Fones ſays, That he was called up 
two Pair of Stairs to the ſaid Gentlemen, and was 
examined about the preſent Situation of Dankirk, 
and the Reparations made in the Harbour, to which 
he gave them Anſwers, which Sir William Windham 
and Mr. Pulteney minuted down. About the Middle 
of the Examination, Foxes told them, he would pro- 
ceed no farther, unleſs he had a Promiſe for the Diſ- 
charge or Relief of Mr. Buſbell; upon which, 
Mr. Pulteney, and the tall elderly Man, called the 
Lord, took him by the Hand, and aſſured him, that 
he ſhould ſee Mr. Buſbell here in five or fix Days 
Time, and. by their Promiſes the ſaid Robert: Jones 

did expect to ſee him ſet at Liberty in a few Days. 
The ſaid George Collcott and Robert Jones ſay, that 
they, and the ſaid Manowr ee Taylor, Jenkins, 
Williams, and Eales, went — t. Brinſden's Houſe, 
to dine at the Croſs-Keys, near Covent Garden; and 
after Dinner Mr. Brinſden came to them, and told 
them they mult ſtay at that End of the Town all Night, 
and that there were Porters ready to ſend to their 


Houſes 
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Houſes to let their Wives know they would not be 
at Home that Night, and they did write to that Effect. 
Brinſden and Taylor frequently talked privately toge- 
ther; and whilſt Collcott, Jones, and the others were 
writing to their Wives, Brinſden wrote a Letter ot 
Note to Mr. Foſeph Taylor at Bridewell, on the ſaid 
Captain Taylor's Account; and Captain Taylor after- 
wards told Collcott and Jonet, that the Note or Letter 
written by Brinſdex to Mr. Foſeph Taylor, was for him 
to go to Mr. Metcalf, Sollicitor of the Cuſtoms, to 
diſcharge the Proſecution againſt him, and make 
Satisfaction go the Government, which Taylor ſaid 
was more than 200 J. Brinſden then told them he 
had provided Beds and a Supper for them at the 
Star Inn in the Strand, to which Place they went, at- 
tended by Mr. Eales; where they all, except Fones 
and Zales, lay. About Ten o' Clock the next Morn- 
ing Mr. Brinſden and one Mr. Watſon came to them; 


Brinſden expreſſed his Satisfaction in ſeeing them 


there, but did not ſtay, and left Mr. Hartſon with 
them, to take Care of them, who having called for 
ſome Liquor for them, laid the Plan of Daxkirk before 


them, that they might make their Obſeryations there- 


upon. About a Quarter after Eleven, Mr. Watſon 
and they went in Coaches to the Ordnance Coffee- 
Houſe, in 0/4-Palace-Yard, where they ſtaid, till they 
were examined before the Houſe of Commons. 
Mr. Hatſox and Mr. Eales continued with them all 
that Time. After their Examination they went to 
the Sun Tavern at Weſtminſter, with Mr. Watſon and 
Mr. Eales. Mr. Eales was ſeveral Times called out, 
and when he returned the laſt Time, he told them 
that the Houſe of Commons was up, that they had 
Thanks for what they had done, that his Uncie 
Brinſden gave his Service to them, and would have 
waited upon them, but that it was reported, that they 
had been bribed ; however he would take a proper 
Opportunity to gratify them all. 

The ſaid George Collcort ſays, that Captain Williams 
told him he had gotten Security for his Veſlel and 
EffeQs, and was indemnified from all Accidents, and 
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was going to Daulirt, and deſired Collcott to write 
to Benjamin Hayes, Buſpell's Clerk, to come over; 
Collcott ſaid that Benjamin had an Employment, and it 
would ruin him to be brought over hither, unleſs he was 
to be provided for; Williams anſwered, that he had 
mention'd that to the Gentlemen that were atBrinſaen”s 
Houſe, and they had aſſured him, they would get him 
a Clerkſhip, and Williams ſaid, the ſame Gentlemen 
had given him Security for his Veſſel, and for his 
Effedts, which were worth a Thouſand Pound, and 
were in Mr. Peter Stevall's Hands in Dankerk. 
Williams further told him, That Mr, Pulteney had 
given an Order upon the Treaſurer of the Forces at 
Calais, to pay an Hundred Livres for Benjamin Hayes's 
Paſſage to England. Collcott accordingly wrote to 
Benjamin Hayes, who immediately came over, and 
on his Arrival Collcott carried him to Mr. Brinſdex's, 
in Darham-Yard, to whom he introduced him; at 
which Time there was at Brinſden's, Alexander 
Chiſholm, John Winter and John Manowry. Brinſden 
asked ſeveral Queſtions of Benjamin foyer about 
Dunbirł, but much did not paſs before a Coach came 
to the Door, in which was Sir William Windbam 
and Mr. Pulteney, who got out, and went up two 
Pair of Stairs; ſoon after another Coach came, in 
which were the tall elderly Gentleman, before-men- 
tioned, called my Lord, and the ſaid tall thin young 
Gentleman, who likewiſe went up two Pair of Stairs. 
Benjamin Hayes, Mr. Manowry, Alexander Chiſbolm, 
Foba Winter, and one Thborond were 
ſeparately called up into the two Pair of Stairs 
Room, and examined; and afterwards George Collcott 
was called up, and the Gentlemen thanked him for 
the Care he had taken to get Benjamin over, and 
Cbiſholm up to Town. Aſter that they were carried 
to the Half. Moon Tavern in the Strand, by Eales, 
where there was a very handſome Dinner provided 
fr them. Robert Jores ſays, that the tall elderly 
Gentleman above-mentioned, that was at Brinſden's 
Houte, was the late Lord Bolinzbrote, whom he ſaw 
When he came from France, and rode by his * 
ide 
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Side between Dover and Sittingbourn, ſaw him like- 
wiſe at S$:ztingbourn, at Dinner, and has teen him at 
ſeveral other Times. And Jones ſays, that when he 
was at Brinſden's Houſe, Eales ſhewed him a Picture 
there, which he ſaid was the Lord Bolingbroke's, and 
{aid that his Lordſhip would be there in a little time. 

The ſaid George Collcott and Robert Jones ſay, that 
on Wedneſday the 18th Day of February they and 
Manowry, Taylor, Stepping, Jenkins, and Eales, dined 
at the Ship Tavern behind the Koyal Exchange, at 
which Time Mr. Eales produced a SONG about 
Dunkirk, which they ſang, and Brixſden went ſeveral 
Times backwards and foiwards. Brinſden took 
Jones by the Hand, and told him, that this Affair 
(meaning that of Dxxkirk) would be of particular 
Service to him; and turning to Collcott, ſaid, and as 
for you, Mr, Collcott, we will take particular Care 
of you, and expreſſed himſelf to the like Effect to 
the reſt of the Company. Collcott and Jones further 
ſay, that Mr. Brinſqen told them, that if they ſuc- 
ceeded in the Affair about Daxkirk, there would be 
Vacancies for every body that had given their Atten- 
dance on that Occaſion, 

George Collcott ſays, that Stepping has told him, 
that he never was at Dxzkirk but twice in his Life; 
and when Stepping was framing his Speech that he 
was to make to the Houſe of Commons, and ſpeak- 
ing of two Ships that had been lighten'd, and were 
going out of the old Road into the Harbour of Dun- 
kirk, and ſaying they went in when the Water was 
falling, and mentioning the Tonnage of the Veſſel, 
which FaQs Collcott knowing to be falſe, told him, 
That though he was not to be upon Oath before tne 
Houſe of Commons, he might be upon Oath in ano» 
ther Place, and bid him take care what he ſaid. 

And Collcoit ſays, that what Mazowry. related to 
the Houſe of Commons about Stores being provided 
at Daakirk was falſe ; and verily believes that what 
BI Taylor 
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Taylor and Manowry ſaid and did wpon that Qccaſion, 
was done on Purpoſe to get themſelves diſcharged 
from Proſecutions; upon which Account they en- 
larged in the Relation they gave of the Dantirk Affair, 
as he verily believes. ni: a 
And the ſaid George Collcort and Robert Jones (ay, 
That they underſtood from the Converſation in gene- 
ral, which they had at all their Meetings aforeſaid, 
that the Complaint and Noiſe about Dunkirk, was 
made with an Intent to break the Peace, and overturn 
Sir Robers Walpole, and to caſt a Slut upon the preſent 
Meaſures, which they conſtantly ridiculed. 

The ſaid George Collcott and Robert Jones ſay, That at 
all their ſaid ſeveral Meetings they were treated, and be- 
lieve that all the Reckonings were paid by Eales, except 
that at the Star Inn, which was paid by Taylor. And 
George Collcott ſays, that having Occaſion to go out, 
when he was at Mr. Briuſden's Houſe in Darham-Yard, 
upon his Return he ſaw Fohbx Taylor pulling his Hand 
out of his Pocket, and at the ſame Time heard him 
ſay to Mr. Briuſden, If I have not enough, I will let 
you know; by which he underſtood, that he had then re- 
ceived ſome Money of Mr. Brinſden, and ſhould te- 
ceive more as Occaſion required. 

| The ſaid George Collcorz ſaith, that on Monday the 
234 Day of February laſt, he, Manowry, Chiſholm, 
Benjamin Hayes, and Taylor, were all together at the 
ſaid Taylor's Houſe, where they were entertained 
with Freuch Wine. He further ſays, That a certain 
Ship being launched laſt Nowember into the Harbour 
of Dznkirk, and built juſt below the Town Key, 
concerning which Captain Taylor reported, that ſhe 
drew Eleyen Foot Water abaft, when launched, he, 
the ſaid Collcott took particular Notice of the ſaid 
Ship, .and ſaith, that ſhe drew no more than Eight 
Foot abaft, and Five Foot forward. 
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George Collcott of St. Catherine's in the County of Middleſex, 
Mariner, and Robert Jones, of Tower-Street, London, Mariner, 
jointly and ſeverally make Oath, That the Account and Narrative 
given by them, as above contained in Nine Pages, of which every 

Page is ſigned with their awn Hands, ſo far as it relates to each other, 

Furat undecimo die Martij 

Ann Dom” 1729, coram. George Collcott. 
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The SAILORS SONG: Oy, Dunkirk 
Reſtor'd. A New Ballad, Tune of, To all 
you Ladies now at Land, &c. 


I. 


O all ye Merchants now at Land, 
We Men at Sea indite; 
But firſt would have you underſtand, 
How hard it is to write : 
It mayn't be ſafe the Truth to ſay ; 
If filent, Britain we betray. 
With a fal, &c. 


II. 


Fam'd DUNKIRK, raz'd by our good Queen, 
Our Commerce to maintain, 
Is now reſtor'd ; for we have ſeen 
Her Ships float on the Main: 
Your Trade requires your timely Care; 
Heav'n knows you have not much to ſpare! 
With. a fal, &c. 


III. 


The Slayes that cringe to GAL L1a's Court, 
Say, (till there is no Landing; 
As tho” the Water, in that Port, 
Was like their Underſtanding : 
But Britain, to her Coſt hath found 
France is a-float, and ſhe a-ground. - 
With a fal, &c. 


IV. The 
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IV. 


The Brethren two will pawn their Ears, 
hat Ships from out that Station, 
Will ſcour the Flemiſh Privateers, 
In Friendſhip to our Nation: 
The Prieſt, on whom they pin their Hopes, 
Demands more Faith than Fifry Popes. 
With a fal, &c. | 


V. 
But let him not again deceive, 
By new Memoire or Letter; « 


Far leſs His Evidence receive, 


Who ſhould have raz'd it better; 
For He, who's coming now from France, 
Will tell us all was done by Chance. 
With a fal, &c. 


VI. 


” 


Yet how this Harbour was repair'd, 


Ils ſtill a won@rous Riddle; 


The Piles withdrew, the Stones uprear'd, 
Like THERBES, by Harp and Fiddle. 
What made theſe Piles and Sands retire ? 
The Orphean, or HoRacian Lyre? 

With a fal, &c. 


vil. 


Be't as it will, the Land complains, 
Then, Britons, ſpeak your Mind; f 
The dear-bought Fruits of TEN CAMPAIGNS 
Mult never be refign'd : | 
Speak on, true Britons, down it goes; 
For Dankirk's Friends are Britain's Foes. 
With a fal, &c. 


The 
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The CASE of DUNKIRK 
Faithfully Stated, and Impartially 
Conſidered. By a Member of 
the Houſe of Commons, 


T is of ſo great Importance to this Nation that 
Dankirk ſhould continue in that demoliſh'd, 
ruin'd Condition, to which it was reduced in 
Conſequence of the Treaty of Uzrech;, that we 
cannot be ſurprized at the great Uneaſineſſes and 
Complaints, fince the Publick became acquainted 


with the Progreſs the French have been ſuffered to 


make towards the reſtoring that Port and Harbour. 
The Conſideration of this Affair hath been brought 


into Parliament; where, tho' it has not met with 
Cenſute, it has not met with Approbation. The 


Wiſdom of the Commons did not think fit, in a 
ConjunQure, repreſented to be fo critical, to ſpeak 
on Form of what has paſſed. They contented them- 
ſelves, for the preſent, with thanking his Majeſty 
for the Inſtances he made to France. The Iſſue of 
theſe important Affairs is ſtill depending, and may 
probably occaſion a farther Enquiry. 


In the mean time, it muſt be of Service to inform 


the.Publick, more particularly than has been yet done, 
of the whole T ranſaQions hitherto relating to it. My 


Intention therefore is, agreeably to the Title prefixed 


to theſe Papers, to ſtate, as exactly as I am able, the 
Sum of what has paſſed in the Diſputes about the 
Demolition of Dzzkirk, from the Treaty of Urrecbt 
to the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; and to make ſuch 
Obſervations on the Conduct of Great Britain and 
of France, as ſeem to my beſt Judgment t 
* | | an 
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and undeniably to reſult from the Series of 
Facts. 

do not fit down to write with a Deſign to flatter or 
to aſperſe any Perſon whatſoever. But | ſhall follow 
the Matter before me, and according as I am led by 
it, I ſhall commend or blame with all that Freedom, 
which the Subjects of this Kingdom are ſtill in Poſſeſſi- 
on of, and which I hope we ſhall never reſign, as lon 
as there remains a Tongue to ſpeak, and an H 
to act in Great Britain. | 

He who attacks a Miniſter, or any other Man, 
without ſufficient Foundation, is certainly — Srl 
a very great Crime. But he, who attacks with Fact 
and Reaſon on his Side, is ſo far an honeſt Man 
and a good Subject. His Writings are no Libels. 
That odious Term belongs to thoſe, which are pub» 
liſhed againſt him. 

Who I am that undertake this Task may, perhaps, 
be the Object of ſome People's Curioſity. But this 
is a Matter of no Importance to the Merits of the 
Cauſe. Let them examine the FaQs I advance, and 
weigh the Arguments I employ, and the Obſervati- 
ons I make. If the firſt are not founded in Truth, 
and the others in Reaſon, let them triumph in my 
Defeat, whoever I am. But if the firſt will bear 
the Touchſtone, and if the others preponderate 
in the Scale, let them not ſubmit to me, but let 
them ſubmit to Truth and Reaſon, by whomſoever 
preſented to them. 

I do not apprehend that any of our political Wri- 
ters will be in the Caſe of Triomphiog on this Oc- 
cation ; and I am very ſure that many of them will 
not ſubmit even in the other Caſe. When Argument 
fails, they have Reconcſe to their uſual Topicks of 
Ribaldry and Adulation, I ſhall very probably be a 
ſquat, fair Gemtleman in one Paper; a petit Maitre 
of Fifty in another, and Somebody elſe in a third ; for 
each of theſe Authors ſuppoſes the Man he writes 
againſt to be the Perſon he has the moſt Mind to 
rail at, or is beſt paid for railing at. Our Miniſters 
will be Heroes in all; the prefoundeſt Stateſmen ; the 
moſt diſintereſted Patriots; and our flouriſhing Condi- 
tion at Home, as well as the noble Figare we make 
Abroad, will be the Subje& of much Dectumaion. 
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Now, all this will do little Hurt and little Good, 
either to the Per ſon ſcratched, or to the Perſon 
tickled. But it would do a great deal of Hurt to 
the Publick, if it ſnould divert, in any Degree, that 
national Spirit, with which the Caſe of Dankirk 
ought to be confidered. 

Nibons all the Artifices which are employed to 
keep Mankind from ſeeing and embracing che Truth, 
no one is more groſs, and there is but one more pre- 
valent, than that of turning their Eyes trom Things 
to Perſons. If a falſe Heart, a foul Tongue, and 
a Front of Braſs, can create Prejudices againſt the 
moſt innocent Man alive, the bare Sutpicion that ſuch 
a Man is of an Opinion, ſhall be urged as an Argu- 
ment againſt it, and on that ſolid Foungation ic ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed, that two and three are not equal to 
five. But this is not all; for as Prejudices are ap- 


Plied to this Purpoſe, fo are Partialities. In Caſes, 
Where private Honour and publick Juſtice are both 


concerned, the Conſequences of hurting a Man, in 


whoſe Favour we have been made to entertain an 
habitual, tho' groundleſs Partiality, is ſometimes 


reſs'd as a Reaſon for complying with neither. 


Theſe Miſchiefs, like many others, are chiefly to 
be found where Parties have long prevailed ; and it 


often happens that they continue to have ſome 


Effect, even when the Parties ſubfiſt no longer, and 


among thoſe, who have all the ſame Views, becauſe 


they have all the ſame Intereſts. 


hether any Attempts like theſe have been lately 


made to influence particular Men in the Caſe of 
Dankirk, I ſhall not determine. But it cannot be 


amiſs to warn againſt them at all Times, and eſpe- 
cially when we ſee ſo much Pains taken to keep 
theſe Prejudices and theſe Partialities alive. 

I have now done with my Preface, which may 


be thought too long. I wiſh it could be thought 


ary. 
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NMR üs 
V 7 HET HER the Demolition of DUNKIRK 


does, in a great Meaſure, ſecure exactly 
+ Seyen-ninths of the Trade of England 
from the Power of France at Sea, as it has been 
aſſ-rted, I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to calculate, 
neither ſhall I examine nicely how far this Port may 
juſtly be deemed our Rival in time of Peace, * ſup- 
* ſome conſiderable Branches of the French 
anufactures, and by carrying on a Trade to the 
Weſt-Indies, which has been inſiſted upon likewiſe. 
In general, it will not be denied, that the French 
have. annoy'd our Trade, and promoted their own 
extreamly, by the convenient Situation and Other 
Advantages of the Port of Dankirk. 

To make therefore a true Judgment in the preſent 
Caſe, it is ſufficient to lay a Foundation, which few 
Men will attempt tq controvert, and which no Man 
can controyert, without expoſing himſelf to Ridicule, 
or to ſomething worſe than Ridicule, to the Abhor- 
rence of eyery honeſt Heart, 2 

The Foundation I mean to lay is contain'd in 
theſe Propoſitions. | | 

Firſt, The declared Senſe of the Britiſp Nation, 
at the time of the making of the laſt Treaty of Peace 
with France, was, that Dzunkirk ſhould be no more 
either a fortified City, a fortified Port, or even an 
unfortified Harbour. 

Secondly, France conſented to the Demolition of 
Daukirk in this Senſe, and engaged never ta reſtore 
it again in any one of theſe ReſpeQs. 2 

Theſe Propoſſtions are fully proved by the Ninth 
Article of the Treaty of Utrecht : By which Great 
Britain required, and France conſented, that “ all 
the Fortifications of the City of DUxXx1RK ſhould 
« be razed ; thoſe towards the Sea in two Month: 
« thoſe towards the Land in three Months.” Thus 
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+ Vide Sir Richard Steele's Writings about Dunkirk in the 
late Queen's Reign, , 
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far the Article ſtipulates the Demolition of Dunkirk 
as a fortified City, and as a fortified Port, and if no 
more had been intended, no more would have been 
ſaid; but the Article ſays a great deal more; it ſays 
expreſly, that“ the Harbour ſhall be filled up, and 
* that the Sluices or Moles, which ſerve to clean 
„ the Harbour ſhall be levelled.” The naked Har- 
* buur it ſelf was therefore to be deſtroy'd as well 
as the Fortifications towards the Land and towards 
the Sea, After all theſe Stipulations follows“ this 
« expreſs Condition, that the ſaid Fortifications, 
* Harbours, Moles, or Sluices, be never repaired 
again.“ So that France has never had, ſince the 
Treaty of Utrecht, nor can have, while that Treaty 
ſubſilts, any more Right to open, or by Reparation 
to help to open the Harbour of Dzxzk:rk, than ſhe 
has to rebuild the Fortifications of that City, and to 
render it in every Reſpe& what it was before the 


Demolition. 


The late Oueen Anne was ſo ſollicious to have 
this principal Part of the Article (for ſuch it was 
then eſteem'd) effectually perform'd, that when ſhe 
ſent her Commiſſioners to Dxxk:irk to ſee the De- 


molition of that Place executed, ſhe gave them the 


molt particular Inſtructions imaginable on this Head. 
They were not only to ſee the Moles and Jettees, 


and Keys, and Sluices demoliſhed, but they were to 


ſee the Stones belonging to them, even the“ Stones 
« of the Keys for ſhipping and unſhipping Goods, 
* thrown into the Canal or Harbour, the more 
« effeQtually to ſpoil the ſame, and render it im- 
« practicable for the future. They were to ſee the 
Channel of each Sluice fill'd up with Earth from 
« the next Rampart, till it was made level with the 
„ Streets.” Nay, they were to ſee the Road, which 
lies before the Entrance of the Harbour, ſpoil'd as 
much as poſſible; and the Reaſon for this particular 
InſtruQion is there given, to prevent as much as 
„ poſſible any Ships coming in for the future. 

The late King of France had tried, by his Miniſters 
at Utrecht, and even by a direct and ſtrong Applica- 
tion from himſelf to the late Queen, while the 
Treaty was in Negotiation, to have the Rigour of 


the Ninth Article in ſome Degree ſoftened. 904 
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did not defire that any thing, which had been ereQed 
to fortify the Town, or make and preſerve the 
Harbour, ſhould be ſpared, but hop'd and preſs'd, 
that the Queen would allow one Sluice to be lett, 
which had been erected, as it was then ptetended, 
by the People of the Country, before he fortifi-4 the 
Place, to carry off the Waters, and fave tic low 
Lands from Inundations. Even this Application 
prov'd fruitleſs. The Article was infilted upon, 
and was accordingly paſſed without any Exception, 

Not diſcouraged by this, the Inhabitants of Dun- 
Kirk ſent over a Deputy, who was warmly ſupported 
by the Ambaſſador of France. Several freth luſtances 
were made, and all Endeavours were uſed to move 
the Queen's Compaſſion, by deſiring as a Grace, 
what they pretended no Right to by T reaty, that the 
Sluice of Furues at leaſt might be preſerved, to car- 
Ty the Water off from the Country, and to preſerve 
the Town from Filth, Stench, and the Conſequence 
thereof, Infection. 

But the Queen, who was reſolved that Dunkirk 
ſhould have neither a fortified Port, nor even a naked 
Harbour, knew by the Reports of her Commiſſio- 
ners, that Mr. Armſtrong, one of their Num- 
ber, abſolutely denied the Neceſſity of preſerving 
thoſe Sluices, in order to diſcharge the Waters of 
the Country. She was informed likewiſe, by the 
Report of the ſame Commiſſioners, that © if any of 
« the Sluices remained, it would be impoſſible to 
prevent the Harbour from being kept open; where- 
as, if they were all. deſtroy'd, a ſmall! ſpace of 
„Time would effeQually fill up the Harbour.” She 
contiaued therefore inflexible, and beſides ſeveral 
other Anſwers to the ſame Effect, given to the French 
Ambaſſador, and to the Deputy of Dani, upon 
theſe Occafions, a Secretary of State was order'd up- 
on one of them, to write to the Britiſh Miniſter at 
Paris, to acquaint that Court, © that the Queen will 
© inſiſt, that by the Treaty, all things are to be de- 
« ftroyed, u eluendo Portui inſerviunt, which lerve 
« to cleanſe the Harbour. That no Diſtinction is 
therein made of what contributes accidentally, 
„ and what directly to the Purpuſe-——T'hat the 
Freuch Minitters had inliſted at Utrecht, 0 _ 
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« ſach an Exception inſerted in the Treaty ; that it 
« was poſitively refuſed, and that they ſubmitted—- 
« That under a Charitable Pretence of ſaving the 
« Country, the French would fave the Harbour. 
« n ſhort, that he muſt let Mr. de Torcy feel, 
« and by him the King, that the Queen ſees plainly 
« the Correſpondence between his Officers and the 
„% People of the Town, who are unwilling to loſe 
&« their Harbour. | 

| might deſcend into more Particulars ; but theſe 
are, I think, ſufficient to eſtabliſh the two Propoſiti- 
ons advanc'd above. The Intention of the late 
Queen, and of thoſe who negotiated by her Orders, 
the Treaty of Uzrecht, was to deſtroy Dankirk for 
ever, not only as a Fortreſs, but as a Sea-port. To 
this the French ſubmitted, tho? with much ReluQan- 
cy; and in this at leaſt the Miniſters at that time were 
ſeconded by the Voice of the whole Nation. Even 
thoſe who oppoſed that Adminiſtration were aſhamed 
of ſome weak Attempts made to depreciate this 
important Article of the Utrecht Treaty. They ſoon 
took the other Part. They ſounded high the Conſe- 
quence Of it, and the Neceſſity of executing it with 
the utmoſt Rigour. They were ſo far from thinkin 
the Demolition of the. Fortifications to the Land — 
to the Sea ſufficient, that the Mole and Harbour 
were called by them, and I think rightly, The Terror 
of the Britiſh Nation. In a Word, they aſſerted 
boldly, that nothing leſs than the total Deſtruction 
of the Harbour, as well as the Demolition of the 
Fortifications, could anſwer the Expectations of the 
Britiſh Nation. 

Such was the Iſſue of the firſt Diſputes about Dun- 
kirk, a little before the Death of the late Queen. 


The French were obliged to proceed to a total De- 


ſtruction of it, after having in vain employ'd a Mul- 
titude of Artifices, and a Multitude of Pretences, to 
avoid the ſtrict and full Execution of the Treaty of 
Utrecht in this Point. 

They turn'd themſelves therefore to another Me- 
ithod, and began to cleanſe. and widen the Canal of 
Mardyke. he Pretences of doing it were the 
ſame as had been urged in order to fave the Port of 
Dankirk, under Colour of ſaving the * 
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Inundations. But the plain Defign of this Work 
was to open a new Harbour at Dzxkirk, and a new 
Communication with the Sea. 

As the Work proceeded, this Deſign became 
every Day more evident, by the Bredth and Depth 
which were given to the Canal of Mardyke, and by 
the enormous Size of the new Sluice, larger than 
that at Dankirk, and vaſtly beyond any Proportion 
that could be pretended neceſlary for carrying off the 
Waters, or even for receiving Fiſher-Veſlels, and 
other ſmall Craft. 

As the Deſign became more evident, the Repre- 
ſentations againſt it became more frequent and 
ſtrong. But the French drew the Affair into length, 
by the common Arts of Negotiation, and in the 
mean time purſued their Enterprize with all the 
Vigour and Diſpatch imaginable ; till the late King, 
reſolving not to ſuffer fo manifeſt a Violation of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, ſent the Earl of Starr to the 
Court of France, ſoon after his Acceffion to the 
Crown. 

This Miniſter proceeded on the Principle eſtablifh'd 
at firſt, and hitherto not once departed from. The 
true Senſe of the Treaty of UTRECHT, ſays he, in 
one of his Memorials, and the Intention of Great 
Britain is, that Dunkirk ſhall never have a Port again, 
From whence he argues, that ſince the Port of Mar- 
dyke is in its Uſe a Port to the City of Dunlłirt, as 
much as the old one was, the King of Great Britain 
would have liked as well to have had this ſubſiſt, 
and only the Name of it changed, as to ſee another 
Port, larger and more convenient, opened at a 
League to the Weſtward. . 

The Anſwers which the Court of France made to 
all theſe Reparations, were very far from giving 
Satisfaction; but the Firmneſs which the Earl of 
Stair ſhewed, and perhaps the declining State of 
Lewis XIVth, prevail'd on the French Counſels to 
ſtop the carrying on theſe Works; probably with 
the ſame Views as they have acted ſince, to quiet the 
preſent Clamour, and to begin again upon the firſt 
Occaſion. „ 

Such was the Iſſue of the ſecond Diſputes abo 
Dunkirk, when the late King of France __ The 
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French never departed from their Pretenſions, ground- 
leſs as they were, nor ruined the Works they had 
made at Mardyke. They kept one alive, and only 
ſuſpended the other. | | 

"The late King therefore, inſtead of dropping the 
Affair, continued to puſh it, and to ſhew that he was 
determined, at any Rate, to have another ſort of Sa- 
tisfaction than he had yet received. 

This Satisfaction he obtained ſoon after, by a 
Proviſional Agreement made with the Miniſter of 
France at Hampton-Court, in the Month of September 
1716, and inſerted inthe Triple Defenſive Alliance con- 
cluded at the Hague between Great Britain, France, 
and the States General in Fanuary, 1717. 

The Duke ot Orleans was now Regent of France. 
His political Intereſts led him to deſire the Friendſhip 
of the late King. This Diſpoſition was cultivated 
and improved on our Parts, and the Union between 
the two Courts grew to be extremely intimate, But 
as Great Britain and France aQted in concert like 
Friends, ſo they aQed together in thoſe Days like 
Equals. If we uſed their Help, we lent them ours, 
The Dependence was at leaſt mutual, and when our 
ſeparate Intereſts came into Competition with theirs, 
far from ava, | to aſſert our Right, leſt we ſhould 
diſoblige our Friends, we treated with them like 
an independent Nation, who knew that it is, or may 
be always made the Intereſt of France to keep Mea- 
ſares with Great Britain, as much as it can become 
at any time the Intereſt of Great Britain to keep Mea- 
ſures with France. 

This appeared very remarkably on the Occaſion 
we were mentioning. The Regent was not, I ſup- 
poſe, more ſcrupulous than the late King of France, 
nor leſs defirous of regaining any Advantage which 
had been loſt, or given up; and yet he was forced to 

ield to all that we inſiſted upon, for the effeQual 
Execution of the Ninth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht. 
His late Majeſty did indeed at this time conſent, 
that the Canal opened at Mardyke, ſhould ſubſiſt, for 
carrying off the Waters, and for the little Commerce 
neceſſary to ſupply that Part of the Country with 
Provifions. This was a Conceſſion which had not 
been made before, and which the French had not (trialy 
ä any 
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any Right to expe. But ſurely it was wiſe to make 
it in the Manner, and on the Conditions on which it 
was made. 

As long as a King of France had the plauſible 
Pretence of ſaving his Subjects from drowning, or 
ſtarving, to cover his Deligns, it was obvious enough, 
by all that had palled, that the Deſign of —_ 

ankirk, under this Pretence, would never be lai 
aſide. The late King therefore, in order to defeat 
the Deſign once for all, reſolv'd to take the Pre- 
tence entirely away. 

By the Fourth Article of the Triple Alliance, the 
great new Sluice made at Mardyle, and all the Jettees 
erected along the Strand, are to be deſtroyed, and not 
to be made uſe of © for any Port, Haven or Sluice 
at Dunkirk or at Mardyke, or at any other Place 
„within two Leagues Diſtance of either of theſe ; 
« the Intention of the contracting Parties, and the 
* End which they propoſe to themſelves by this T rea- 
„ ty, being, That no Port, Harbour, Fortification, 
* Sluice, or Baſon, ſhall be made or built at Dzxkerk, 
&« at the Sluice of Mardyke, or at any other Place 
* whatſoever upon the Coaſt, within the Diſtance 
„ before mentioned. 

By the ſame Article it was ſtipulated likewiſe, that 
the Digues or Fettees, on both Sides of the old Canal 
or Port of Dankirk, ſhould be entirely demoliſhed 
down to the Strand, and that ſome other things ſhould 
be further done, which might be neceſſary to the more 
compleat DeſtcuQian of the Harbour. 

This being conſented to on the Part of France, his 
Majeſty conſented that the little Sluice on the Canal 
of Mardyke ſhould remain, provided the Breadth of it 
was reduced to ſixteen Foot. 

All theſe Stipulations were made with the greateſt 
Clearneſs poſſible; and the moſt exact Specifications 
of every thing neceſſary to render them effectual, are 
contained in the Treaty. 

Such was the Iſſue of the Diſputes about Dxxkirk, 

in the time of the late King ; and ſurely there was 

good Reaſon to hope, after the Settlement then made, 

that we ſhould hear of them no more. The French 

were gratified in two Points, for which alone they 

contended at leaſt avowedly ; and Dankirk = or 
| uc 
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duced to be no more afortified Town, a fortified Port, 
or even an unfortified Harbour, | 
Bur to, the great Derriment and Misfortune of our 
Nation, ſo it is, that we have greater Reaſon than 
ever to renew theſe Diſputes. What the French were 
not ſuftered to attempt by that Adminiſtration, which 
Sir Richard Steele call'd the French Adminiſtration, 
they have been lately ſuffer'd to do, Inſtead of not 


- executing one Treaty fully, they have publick ly violated 


two. They actually enjoy the Benefit of the Canal 
of Mardyke which was iudulged to them, that there 
might remain no Colour for ever opening that of 
Dunkirk; and in the midſt of this Enjoyment, they 
have opened, they have repaired that of Dankirk, 
and contrived their Work ſo, that wheneyer they think 
8 to finiſh it, Dankirk will be at once a better 
arbour than it was, when it ſtood the Glory of 
France, and the Terror of Britain. | 

I proceed to the particular Facts, which ſupport 
theſe general Allegations. | 

Col. Laſells, one of the Commiſſaries appointed 
to ſee the Fourth Article of the Treaty of 1717 fully 
and effectually executed, continued at Dazxkirk till the 
Year 1725, that memorable Pra, when the Treaty 
of Hanover was made, and from whence ſo many 
things, which will not be eafily or ſoon forgot, are 
to be dated. How this Officer came to be recalled, 
juſt in that critical Point of Time, has not been ex- 
plain'd. Perhaps we may begin to gueſs at the Rea- 
ſons, when we have gone a little farther in the pre- 
fent Enquiry. E 

It is agreed on all Hands, that whilſt he continued 
at Dunkirk, the old Port and Harbour remained im- 
practicable, as by Treaty they are to remain ; and 
that the little peddling Trade which the French had 
there, was carried on by very ſmall Veſſels, and thro? 
the Canal of Mardyke alone. 

About two Years after he had been recall'd, Ru- 
mours began to ſpread, that the Port of Dankirk 
was opened again. Theſe Rumovrs were confirmed 
by ſeveral Perſons who had paſs'd that Way ; and 
our Miniſters, even without receiving any Intelligence 
from Abroad, could not be ignorant of the Truth of 


the Fact, ſince it * by the Entries of the Cu- 
| 2 


ftom-houſe, 
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ftom-houſe, that Ships were continually going and 


coming from the Port of Dunkirk, | 
As the Works for repairing this Port advanced, 
the Trade of the Place, and the Noiſe about it en- 
creaſed. "Nay, theſe Works were carried forward 
in ſo publick a Manner at laſt, that it became im- 
poſſible any longer to forbcat concluding, either that 
our Miniſters had not been able to prevail on thoſe of 
France, to ſtop this Violation of the Treaty, or elſe 
that they connived at it. | 
In this State of things, and under ſuch Apprehenſions 
as theſe, ſome Members of the Houſe of Commons re- 
ſolved to lay this Matter betore the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, appointed to take into Conſideration the 
State of the Nation. I he Importance of it did, in their 
Opinions, deſerve the moſt ſolemn Proceedings, and 
the Nature of it required, that no more Time ſhould 
be loſt in ſtopping the Growth of an Evil, which be- 
came, by every Day's Delay, greater and harder to 
cure. They got therefore ſuch Evidence of parti- 
cular Facts, as they judg'd ſufficient ; and they 
concealed their Enquiries with all the Care they 
could, leſt the Witneſſes might be prevented, by 
Power, or Artifice, from appearing; or when they 
did appear, from ſpeaking as plainly and fully in 
public, as they had done in private. This Precaution, 
which is, or ought always to be taken in Caſes of 
this Kind, was ſurely as neceſſary as ever, on the 
Occaſion we ſpeak of; and the Complaints, which 
have been made of it, are indeed below Animad- 
verſion. 
When, in Conſequence of theſe Meaſures, it was 
moved in the Committee of the whole Houſe, that 
' ſome Perſons, attending at the Door, ſhould be cal- 
led in, to give an Account of the Condition of the 
Port and Harbour of Dxukirk ** * * attempted at 
firſt to hinder this Motion from paſſing ; Bat the 
Senſe and Inclination of the Committee running 
ſtrongly againſt him, this Attempt failed of Succeſs. 
The Witneſſes were called in; and they gave clear 
diſtinct Accounts to the following Effect. | 
That the Port and Harbour of Dunkirk, which 
had been demoliſhed in purſuance of the Treaty of 
Leresbt, fo that the ſmalleſt Fiſhing-Boat could nat 


I 
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go in to them a few Years ago, are now made capable 
of receiving great Numbers of Ships of conſiderable 
Burthen That from ſixty to eighty Veſſels are 
frequently to be ſeen there at a time; and that the 
Port is capable of containing more than One Hun- 
dred and Fifty That, in order to make it ſo, 
the Sluice of Furnes has been re-eſtabliſhed, and the 
Piles of the Damme, raiſed at the time of the De- 
molition a-crols the Entrance of the Harbour, have 
been pulled up—— That ſeveral Works, in which the 
Soldiers as well as other Perſons were employ'd, 
have been carried on from time to time, for cleanſin 
the Harbour; for hindering the Mud and Sand from 
coming in to it; for repairing the Fezrees; for pre- 
venting the Tides from flowing a-croſs the Channel, 
and thereby keeping it cnoaked up; for making __ 
1 


where Goods are loaded and unloaded as commo 

ouſly as betore the Demolition, and for procuring to 
this Port many other Conveniencies of Trade and 
Navigation That an Engliſh-built Ship, which 
trades from Dankirk to St. Domingo, was actually 
in the Harbour lying at the Keys, beſides ſeveral 
Dutch and other Ships, which trade to the Heſt- 
Indies —— hat Ships of Force had been built and 
launch'd there lately, and one particularly in January 
laſt, which ſailed out of the Harbour with 7 wenty- 
four Guns mounted, and is able to carry Thirty- 
fix—— In a Word, that ſome of the many Works 
which have been made for reſtoring the Harbour of 
Dunkirk, are already put into as good a Condition 
as ever; that the Trade of the Town is by theſe 
Means very much.encreaſed within theſe two Years; 
and that the Pilots, who lie upon the Coalt, refuſe 
to carry Veſſels any longer into the Canal of Mar- 
_ dyke, having Orders not to do it,——T hat the Canal 
of Mardyke is brought ſo near to the great Sluice, 
that by removing a ſmall Quantity of Earth more, 
the whole Body of Water, which is at preſent car- 
ried into that Canal from thoſe of Berg and the 
Moere, may be carried into the old Baſon, and into 
that Part of the Harbour, where the Men of War 
formerly lay — upon the whole Matter, that the Port 
of Dankirk may now very ſoon, and at no great 
fyrther Expence, be render'd as good, and, perhaps, 


better 
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better than it was befor: the DeſtruQion of it, in 
all reſpects, except as to the Fortifications The 
Witneſſes added that theſe Works, which had been 
car ĩed on, at firſt, with ſome kind of Privacy, were 
afterwards continued witnout Diſguiſe, and ſince laſt 
Anguſt with more Vigour than before; nay, that 
they were actually carrying on, notwithitanding the 
Badneſs of the Seaſon, in Januury and February 
laſt. 

The Witneſſes, who proved theſe Facts, were 
Maſters of Veſſels and others, who make frequent 
Voyages to Dankirk, and who ſpoke to nothing 
but what they had had frequent Occafions of ob- 
ſerving ; ſo that their Evidence was, upon a very 
ſtrict, to uſe no harſher a Word, Cr - Examination, 
confirm'd in every Part, and ſupported in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner. ; 
As clear as it was, and as unqueſtionable as the 
Truth of it appeared to be, Reaſons were urged why 


no Reſolutions ſhould be, at that time, taken upon it. 


The Chief of theſe Reaſons were, that Colonel 


Armſtrong had been lately ſent to Fance; that his 


Preſence would be neceſſary in a further Examina- 
tion of this Matter; and that a Time ought there- 
fore to be allow'd, in which he might be able to 
return; that ſeveral Papers would likewiſe be call'd 
for, to ſhew what had been lately tranſacted, and what 
Care the Miniſters had taken about this Affair; and 
that the getting theſe Papers ready for the Houſe 
would require Time alſo. Theſe Reaſons were 
acquieſced in, tho? it was not hard to foreſee what 
might be effected by Delay. 

he Committee was adjourn'd; Papers were 
call'd for; the Committee was again put off on the 
ſame Pretences for a Fortnight; ſeveral Papers were 
brought; and, the Day before it was to fit again, 
there were communicated to the Houſe, by his Ma- 
jeſty's Command, Copies of a * Letter from the D. of N. 
zo Mr. Pointz; of an Anſwer from Mr. Poiutz; 


* The Duke's Letter to Pointx and Armſtrong was dated 

February the 12th, 1729-30, | | 
1 Pointz, and Armſtrong's Letter to the Duke was from 
Paris 16-27 February, 1729-30, 
; and 
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and of the following Order obtain'd from the Court 
of France. 


By the King. 


10 T HE Sieur Capt. of his Majeſty's Ships, is 
« 1 order'd to repair immediately to the Port of 
© Dunkirk, there to draw up an exact State of the 
« preſent Condition of the Canal and Port of the 
« ſaid Town, and to make his Report thereof. His 
Majeſty enjoyns the ſaid Sieur to cauſe to be de- 
moliſhed all the Works that may have been erected 
in Contravention to the Treaty of Urrecht and 
of the Hague, Copy whereof he will find hereunto 
& annexed. His Mxjeſty commands and orders the 
Governour Commandant of the Place, the Inten- 
dants, Engineers, and all other his Officers and 
% Sudjects, to give all the neceſſary Aſſiſtance in 
“Execution of the preſent Order, in Caſe of Need. 
« Done at Perſailles the 27th of February 1730, 
« Sign'd Lewis, and underneath Phelypeaux. 


[4 

Our Miniſters ſeem'd to applaud themſelves very 
much on the Succeſs of their laſt Application to the 
French Court; and it was talked of, in a triumphant 
Stile, as if there remain'd no Pretence for pro- 
ceeding to any farther Examination of the preſent 
State of Daxkirk, But ſurely this was unreaſonable 
on all Accounts; ſince if there was any Merit in 
obtaining this Prece of Paper trom France, the Merit 
belong'd to thoſe worthy Gentlemen, who brought 
this Affair before the Houſe of Commons, and in no 
ſort to the Miniſters, Beſides which, even upon 
Suppoſition that France had now given us full Satif- 
faction, and full Security that Daznkirk ſhould be 
once more demoliſhed, according to the Terms of 
the Treaties of Utrecht and the Hague, it was (till 
proper and neceſlary too that the Committee ſhould 
proceed; becauſe it was proper and neceſlary to 
diſcover how it had come to paſs that the Harbour 
of Dxukirk had been, for ſo long a Time, repairing 
without any effeQual Oppoſition on our Parts. No 
honeſt Man, who is acquainted with the Conſtitu- 
tion of Parliament, and who knows what the Pro- 
ceedings of the Horſe of Commons have been in the 


beſt 
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beft Times, will contradict me in this. Permit me 
to add, that the Facility and Expedition, with which 
the French conſented, upon this Occaſion, to their 
laſt Order, adminilter'd more than ordinary Cauſe to 
ſuſpect that they bad never been preiled much wpox 
this Head before. 

When the Houſe came again into the Committee 
of the State of the Nation, they had before them, 
beſides the tu Letters of our Miniſters and the An- 
ſwer juſt procured from France, ſeveral of the Pa- 
pers, Which had been call'd for, and the Evidence 
of ſome freſh Mitneſſes produced by thoſe Gentlemen, 
who had produced the former. 

I ſay ſeveral of the Papers which had been call d for; 
becauſe, altho' the Papers call'd for by * * were 
all brought in; yet of thoſe which had been call'd 
for by others, ſome were kept back, under a Pre- 
tence that they could not be found in the Offices; 
and others it was ſaid, would require a great deal of 

| Time to copy. | 

The Papers call'd for by * * * * and deliver'd 
in, were generally Extracts of Letters; ſo that if 
one were to ſuppoſe an Intention to conceal any Cir- 
cumſtances from the Knowledge of the Houſe, this 
Method would give a ſufficient Opportunity of doing 
it ; notwithſtanding which, theſe very Papers, imper- 
fect as they were, confirm'd and ſtengthened all the 
Evidence given at the Bar. 

In order to be more clear, and to ſtate the whole 
Matter as fairly as I am able, I ſhall take Notice, in 
the firſt Place, of ſuch Particulars as appeared in the 

Papers, or were proved by freſh izneſſes, in Addition 

* to and Corroboration of what had appeared in the 
preceding Examination; for nothing contrary to it 
appeared any where. In the next Place, I ſhall give 
an Account of the Conduct of our Miniſters thro? 
all theſe Tranſactions; for the Exactneſs of which 
I ſhall appeal to their own Papers, as I ſhall appeal - 
to the common Senſe of Mankind for the Juſtneſs 
of the Obſervations which I propoſe to make as I go 

It appeared then by zheſe Papers, that in March 
1727-8, according to our Stile, he old Harbour of 


Dankirk was ſo well repaired, that the Canal of 
| Mardyke 
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Mardyke was no longer made uſe of; that the Inha- 
bitants work'd at theſe Reparations by Moon- light ; 
that the Trade of Daxnkirk had been carried on there 
as formerly for eight Months; and that a Frigat ot 40 
Guns was fitted in that Harbour, which is ſaid to be 
in as good a Condition as formerly, except as to the 
Condition of the Fortifications. Other Advices, 
very little poſterior to theſe, ſpeak of a Sluice built 
in 1727, on the Canal of Farnes; of a new Sluice 
preparing for the Canal of Berg; of Engineers who 
direct, and the King of Frances Troops who carry 
on thefe Works, 

As this Account from the Papers agrees with the 
Accounts given by the firſt Witneſſes; ſo the Evi- 
dence of the ſecond li itneſſes agrees perfectly with 
both; for they ſaid that the Sluices of Furnes had 
been opened about Auguſt 1727; that is, about erghe 
Months before the Month of March, 1727-8, Old 
Stile; that about October, 1727, the Piles, which 
barred the Harbour, had been drawn, and that there 
was Water enough in it for a Ship of 400 Tons. 
They confirmed, that Numbers of Men, moltly 
Soldiers, were employ'd on theſe Works. | 

Mr. Amſtrong was ſent in 1728, with Mr. Cronſtroom 
to DN RKI RE, and his Report is dated from thence 
in September. This Report is in nothing repugnant 
to the other Accounts, On the contrary, it enters 
minutely enough into the Particulars of Works then 
made to reſtore the Harbour, and of the Conſequences 
of theſe Works, which the Report agrees to be con- 
trary to the expreſs Terms of the Treaty. 

here are, among the Papers, other Advices of 
the Month of May, 1729, concerning eu Works 
carried on at DUNKIRK, and Accounts of what was 
done upon theſe Advices ; but the Papers are, from 
May and July 1729, entirely ſilent as to this whole 
Affair; and yet it appear'd plainly, by the Evidence 
at the Bar, which was not contradicted, that from 
July, to the time of bringing this Enquiry into the 
Houſe of Commons, the French continued to repair and 
mend the Port of DNK IRR with more Application 


than ever. lt is therefore no Wonder if the Mitneſſe: 


ſpoke to ſome more Particulars than are to be found 
in the Papers. 
H Thus 


known, by the Entries at our * Cuſtom-houſe, that 
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Thus have Irelated the Subſtance of what appeared 

concerning the preſent State of Dunkirk, as well as con- 
cerning the Works carrjed on by the French at that 
Place, fince Mr. Laſſeils was recalled from thence; 
Some Circumſtances, which I may have omitted, to 
avoid Prolixity and Confuſion, will occur more 
properly in the Second Part; where I propoſe to give 
an Acount of the Conduct of our Miniſters, through 
all theſe Tranſactions, out of their ows Papers. 
_ Firſt, it appears, by their «wr Papers, that the very 
firſt Notice, which they took of what the French were 
doing at Dunkirk, proceeded from a Repreſentation 
made by the Penſionary of Holland, on Advices he 
had received from France, and which were dated the 
26th of March, 1728 N. S. Now the French had been, 
at this Time, many Months working at the Harbour 
of Dankirk, and the Trade of that Place had been, 
during this Time, carried on as formerly. Did our 
Minitters know of this, and do nothing againſt it till 
the Miniſters of the Szazes called, in a Manner upon 
them? This would be Connivance in the higheſt 
Degree. Did they not know it ſooner? They took 
then no Care to be informed of what paſſed at Dan- 
kirk, for two Years together, after they had recalled 
Mr. Lafſels, whoſe Preſence had been a Check upon 
the French. This wonld be Neglect in the higheſt 
Degree. The Datch Miniſter at Paris ſent his Ad- 
vice to the Penſionary. How came our Miniſter, at 
the ſame Court, not to have as good Intelligence, or 
having it, not to ſend it hither ? 

But there is another Conſideration ſtill behind; for 
if publick Reports did not deſerve their Attention ; yet 
they could not be ignorant that the Pore of Dunkirk 
was opened, becauſe they muſt know, at leaſt one of 
them muſt know, and from him the reſt might have 
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Ships went daily to it and came daily from it. Negle& 
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* N. Y. The Entries of Brandies from thence were increas'd 
from 600 Tons, in the Year 1727, to above 1600 in the 
Year 1729 ; and the Entries of Cambricks, from 18,500 half 
Pieces to above 31, ooo half Pieces; and 160 Sail of Ships, 
from 30 to 60 Tons, were enter'd at the Cuſtom - houſe 
from ghis Port in the three Years from 1727 to 1729. 
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might keep them ignorant of the particular Works, 
by Means whereof this Harbour had been reſtored: 
But even Negle@ covld not hinder them from know- 
ing that it was, in ſome Degree reſtored; and that, 
by virtue of two folemn Treaties, over which it was 
their Duty to watch, DUNKIRK was never to be 
in any Degree, an Harbour again. 

Secondly, as the latter Part of the foregoing Obſer- 
vation bears particularly on the Elder, ſol apprehend 
that the Obſervation I am about to make will be 
found to bear as hard on the Younger of that Pair 
of Brothers, who have had ſo long the DireQion 
of the Affairs of this Kingdom; for the Advices, 
which the Penfionary had communicated to our Court, 
were ſent to the BriziÞ Miniſter at Parit by the 
Y— of Sy-c, on the 4th of April 1728, 
with Orders that he ſhould inform himſelf about them, 
and make the proper Repreſentations to the Cardinal, 
if he found them true; tho" it was not poſſible for us 
to have any Doubt of the Truth of thoſe Facts; con- 
cerning which, they might have had certain Informa- 
tion from ſo many Hands, if their Attention had not 
been wholly employ'd in the neceſſary Eſtabliſhment 
of Don Carlos. | 

Wea_—$ Anſwer is dated the 29th of April N. S. 
and it is a curious one indeed, He tends over an In- 
formation which agrees, in the main, with the Advices 
received from the Penſionary; but adds, that the In- 
habitants of DUNKIRK, had ſeen, ** ſome time 
* ago, With equal Surprize and Pleaſure, that in one 
” Night their Port was opened at once, by the Force 
© of an extraordinary Tide, which they look'd upon 


& as a kind of MiRACLE.” In this French Miracle 


his Excellency ſeems to believe; and therefore moſt 
cautiouſly propoſes to the Secretary of State, that a 
Perſon may be ſent to DUNKIRK to fee whether 
what has been done there be any thing more than 
the pure Conſequence of the Tides, before He ſpeaks 
to the Cardinal in Purſuance of the Orders ſent by 
the D. of N. to him. | 

On the 3oth of April, the Secretary writes to the 


Ambaſſador again, and ſends him an Account, 


« which his Majeſty has received, ſays the Letter, of 
* the Works which have been carrying on at Dunbirt 
A, e for 
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*© for the Eſtabliſhment of the Port and Harbour there, 
* from a Perſon of undoubted Credit and Skill in 
** thoſe Affairs.“ The Advices of the Penſionary are 
owned to be true; and every Step which has been 
taken at Daxkirk, is declared to be a direct Breach of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, and of the Triple Alliance. 
is ditected therefore to infilt with the Cardinal, 
that immediate Orders be ſent to (top theſe Works, 
and a Confidence is expreſs'd, that the Cardinal 
will take effectual Care that every thing be reQified 
according to the Treaties above-mention'd. All this 
is entorc'd by ſome Reaſonings, which would incline 
one to imagine, that our Miniſters at Home might 
think it neceſlary, at that Time, to inſiſt upon the 
Obſervation of the Treaties. | 

But our Miniſter abroad did not appear much 
convinced of any ſach Neceſſity ; for his Exawmcy's 
Anſwer to this Diſpatch is more extraordinary than 
the laſt, and even than the miraculous Tide, which, 
it is pretended, opened the Harbour of Dznk:rk. He 
writes on the goth of May, that is, a Month after» 
wards, to the D. of N. ſends him ſome Papers, 
received from the Cardinal, relating to our Complaints 
about Danxkirk; takes no Notice of any Repreſenta- 
tions made by him, in Obedience to the Orders ſent 
him; but ſays very coolly and very tenderly, that He 
is mo Competent Fudge of this Affair, and can ſay 
nothing to it. 5 oh 

His Excellency's Temper would almoſt make an 
honeſt Man loſe his Temper ; but let us examine theſe 
Paſſages with all the Indifference poſſible. | 
s Information, which he ſent the D. of N. 
agreed with that of the Penſionary, which the D. of N. 
had ſent him. He knew then, by repeated Advices, 
that it was not the Tides, but the inceſſant Labour 


of the French, which had opened the Port, and reſtored 


the Trade of Dankirk, with all the Circumſtances 
already mention'd. He knew, or he might have 
known, that this miraculous Tide had happen'd eight 
Years before, long before Mr. Laſſels was recall'd 
from Dankirk, and neither had been, nor could be 
of it ſelf effectual to the opening of that Port. This 
being the Caſe (and it is ſo moſt exactly) on what 
Prin;iple ſhall we account for s Doubts, 


Delays, 


6 


Delays, and the Weight he ſeems to lay on that im- 
pertinent Story of the Tide? 

But chis is not the worſt. He holds much the ſame 
Conduct, after he has receiv'd a third Information, 
confirming the z#wo former, coming from a Perſon 
of audoubied Credit and Skill, believed by the King, 
and made the Foundation of poſzzive Orders to him to 
inſiſt on having an immediate Stop given to theſe 
Works. He was no Fudge in this Affair. His Or- 
ders were not conditional in this Caſe, as in the former. 
Nothing but the greateſt Certainty, that the Advices 
Which the Krug had received, were àutrue, and that 
his Majeſty had been deceived in them, could juſtify 
hiui tor delaying one Moment the Execution of his 
Orders. Now, inſtead of this Certainty, what had 
he? why he had a Paper, drawn up by the Intendant 
of the Marine at Dunkirk; for which, by the way, 
he had ſtayed about a Month; and it happens very 
unluckily that this Paper, as inconſiſtent, as ſhuffling, 
as evaſive, and as impertinent as it is, owns not 
only the Truth of ſome Particulars, contain'd in the 
Advices, which were the Grounds of Complaint, but 
acknowledges expreſly that ſome Works had been 
made 20 prevent the Sands from choaking up the Har- 
bour. Need I go about to prove that, in Conſequence 
of the Treaties, the Harbour is to remain choaked wp 
For ever; and that every thing done to prevent that, 
is an InfraQion of theſe Treaties ? | 

I proceed, in the third Place, to take Notice of 
Mr. Armſtrong's Report. This Report is dated at 
Dunkirk the 23d of 3 1728, near four Months 
after the TranſaQions laſt mentioned, and confirms 
ſufficiently the Truth of the Advices received. — 
Jt takes notice of an Extraordinary Tide, which had 
demoliſhed, in the Month of December, 1720, the 
great Batardeau or Digue; but it obſerves, that the 
breaking of this Digze was far from opening the Har- 
bour, ſince the Sand and Earth of it, being reed 
by the Flux 'and Reflux, had fill'd the Port, Baſin, 
and Channel, ſo that a Boaz could not get in from the 
Seaward. lt attributes very juſtly the opening zhe 
Harbour to the rebuilding the Sluice of Furnes, and 
augmenting it with a ſecond Flood-Gate—— It then 
| proceeds to particulatize the ſeveral other Works 
. ; ; which 
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which had been made, and aſſerts that zhey are all 
comrary to the expreſs Terms of the Ninth Article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, and alſo to the Fourth Article 
of the Treaty of Alliance made at the Hague the 4th of 
Fan. 1717. It afterwards propoſed different Me- 
thods for reſtoring things to the State they were in, 
before the French had opened and repaired the Harbour 
— Abus far all is well; but then zheſe Engineers 
(for Cronſtroom joins in the Report with Armſtrong) 
turn Politicians ; and having offered what they judged 
neceſſary for an effectual Compliance with the Trea- 
ties, they take on them to offer what they judge may 
be expedient, and not repugnant to the Intention of 
the Treaties ; and that is, that the little &, golle or Gut, 
(ſo they pleaſed to call it, and ſuch it might be then, 
in Compariſon of what it is now) ſhould be left to 
the French; and ir order to preſerve it to them, that 
the Sluice, which they had built on the Canal of Furnes, 
in Violation of their Treaties, ſhould be left to them 
_ likewiſe, 

This maſt appear a very odd Opinion ; eſpecially 
when it comes from Mr. Armſtrong, who was ſo poſi- 
tive in the late Queen's Time, that the Sluices at 
DUNKIRK were not neceſſary to be preſerv'd, 
in order to diſcharge the Waters of the Country ; and 
if any of theſe Sluices remained, it would be im- 
poſſible to prevent the Harbour from being kept open; 
whereas, if they were all deſtroyed, a ſmall Space of 
Time would efteQually fill up the Harbour. But fince 
that Time, he ſeems to have been enlightened by 
Ricouart, the Intendant of the Marine at Dunkirk ; 
who in the Paper above-mentioned, to which this 
Report refers, had undertaken to do, in three Months 
time, in War or Peace, at the Expence of ten thou- 
fand Livres, and with one hundred Workmen, more 
than he owned had been done at DUNKIRK in 
four Years. 

It was right, perhaps, in Ricouart to advance this 
extravagant Propoſition; becauſe it was his Bufineſs 
to furniſh the Cardinal with Arguments to oppoſe to 
our Complaints ; but ſurely it was not our Buſineſs ta 
build, on this Foundation, ſuch Maxims, as are 
eſtabliſhed in Mr. Armſtrong's Report, and as have 
had too much Preyalency fince, | 

| n France; 
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France, it is argued, may, in Caſe of a Rupture with 
us, rebuild Sluices, and open, thereby, the Harbour of 
DUNKIRK and the Channel, as deep and as 
wide as formerly. But this Harbour will be of no 
Advantage to them, till the Fortifications to the Sea 
are rebuilt; becauſe all Ships of War or Burthen were 
ever obliged, when this Place was in the beſt Con- 
dition, to go out into the Road, where they may be 
attacked, as long as the Strand remains unfortified, 
and there take in their Guns, Proviſions, c. There- 
fore let us permit them to open their Harbour now; 
that is, becauſe Frauce will, probably, in Caſe of a 
War, reſtore and fortify the Port of DUNKIRK 
again, let us allow them to do part of their Work be- 
fore-hand : Becauſe they will not obſerve the Trea- 
ties, when they are no longer bound by them, let us 
connive at their breaking the Treaties, whilſt they 
are bound by them. 


But I muſt not diſmiſs this Point ludicrouſly. 

Mr. Armſtrong's Reaſoning, which was very bad, 
when he firſt made Uſe of it, and which is grown 
much worſe by what has happened ſince (tho? there 
are Men, who ſtill inſiſt upon it) is entirely built on 
ſuppoſing what is in Diſpute, or rather what is fully 
diſproved. 

For firſt, it is taken for granted that, in Caſe of 8 
Rupture, the French will be able in a ſhort time to 
reſtore this Harbour, notwithſtanding all that has 
been done, or can be done to deſtroy it. Now this 
is abſolutely denied by ſeveral very knowing Men ; and 
was ſo in a particular Manner by oe, whoſe Know- 
ledge can be no more diſputed, than his Valour, or his 
Integrity; and who ſaid in the Houſe, that he would 
undertake the Digue or Damme might be ſo made, 
as not to be deſtroyed, in two Years time, with all 
the Expence France could beſtow upon it. 

But beſides, how could it eſcape Mr. Armſtrong, 
when he took his Hint from the French Intendanr, 
Or thoſe who have been Mr. Armſtrong's Eccho's, 
that their own Reaſoning turns, in this Caſe, againſt 


them. Let it be allowed them, for Argument's 


fake, that no Ship can take its Departure from 
DUNKIRK without ſtopping ſome time 7 . 
Oad; 
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Road ; let it be allowed that we can attack and de- 
ſtroy them there, as long as the Strand is not fortified; 
nay, let it be allowed that, in Caſe of a War, we 
ſhould be able from the Road, to hinder the French 
from fortifying the Strand. /From all which they 
conclude, that a naked Harbour cannot be of much 
Advantage to France, at the ſame time that they aſſert 
that it is not worth while to hinder that from being 
done now, which France can, and certainly will do 
in a few Months, whenever a War ſhall happen! 

But ſurely it is very plain, upon this Foundation, 
and in ContradiCtion to what is aſſerted, that nothing 
can be more worth our while, than to hinder the 
French from reſtoring this Port and Harbour in time 
of Peace; ſince they cannot poſſibly reſtore it in time 
of War. The ſame Force, which it has been allowed 
would deſtroy their Ships in the Road, and even hin- 
der them from fortifying the Strand again, would 
equally hinder them from reſtoring their Channel to 
the Sea, by making Jettees down to the Low-Wa- 
ter Mark, to prevent the Flux and Reflux of the 
Tides, which ſet a- croſs the Channel; from choak- 
ing it up with Mud and Sand as faſt as the Sluices 
by their Effect can clear it. Now it is undeniable, 
that if we can, in time of War, command the Road, 
and even hinder the Strand from being fortified ; we 
can, likewiſe, by the ſame Means, hinder the Jettees 
from being carried to Low-water Mark. From 
whence it follows, on the Reaſoning of theſe Gen- 
tlemen, that if we do not ſuffer the French to do 
this Work, by Stratagems in time of Peace, they ne- 
ver can do it by F orce in time of War; and by Con- 
ſequence, if ever it is done, it muſt be owing to the 
Folly, Neglect, or Treachery of the Miniſters of 
Great Britain. | 

Secondly, it is aſſerted to be publickly known 
that all Ships, whether of War or Burthen, were 
ever obliged, when the Haven was at its beſt, to go 
out into the Road, and there take in their Guns, 85 
Now it is publickly known, that all Ships of War 


or Burthen were not formerly, and are not, even 


now, under any ſuch Neceſſity. There is at preſent 
Water enough in the Harbour for a Ship of 400 Tons, 


and the Witneſſes had ſeen a Ship ſail out of it with 24 


Guns 
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Guns mounted. The largeſt Men of War, which 
were kept formerly on that Station, might be obliged 
to go light into the Road, and there take in their 
Guns, Se. but it is evident that Ships of Force 
ſufficient to annoy the Trade of Great Britain, and 
to carry on that of France, did formerly, and may 
now ſail out and in, without being obliged to ſtop 
in the Road. 

Thirdly, the opening this Port, in the Manner it 
has been done, and the ereQing a Sluice on the Ca- 


nal of Fxrnes, tho' allow'd to be contrary to the 


expreſs Terms, is ſuppoſed not to be repugnant to 
the Intention of the I reaties, and to the Ends pro- 
poſed by them. Now ſurely the direct contrary is 
demonſtratively plain; ſo plain, by the Terms of 
of the Treaty ; by the Principles over and over laid 
down ; by the Arguments over and over employed in 
the Diſputes and Negotiations about this Affair; 
and finally by Mr. Armſtrong's own Opinion formerly 
delivered, and followed, that it is inconceivable he 
ſhould report in Contradiction to all this; unleſs a 
Report was to be made, on this Occaſion, in Con- 
ſequence of a Meaſure reſolved, inſtead of determin- 
ing the Meafure, in Conſequence of the Report ; 
which I apprehend has been the Caſe, on many 
Occaſions. 

When the French made the Canal of Mardyle, 
they cover'd themſelves under the Letter of the 
Treaty; and becauſe they did not rebuild the ſame 
individual Moles, Jettees or Fortifications, as had 
been demoliſhed, they would have had it underſtood, 
that they did not act againſt the Words of the Niath 
Article of the Treaty of Utrecht; which are, »e 
dicta Munimenta, Moles, aut Aggeres denuo unquam 
reficiantur. Now when they have rebuilt one of the 
ſame Sluices ; are repairing the very ſame Jettees ; 
and are, in a Word, reſtoring the ſame individual 


Port, Harbour, Baſin and Channel; we argue, in 


their Favour, that they do not act againſt the Spirit 
or Intention of the Treaties, provided they do not 
renew the Fortifications on the Strand. Mr. Armſtrong, 
in this Report, does not indeed allow the repairing 
the Jettees; on the contrary, he infiſts ſtrongly on 
the Neceſſity of — on even to the — 
| © 
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of the Strand; but we ſhall ſee that he does little 
leſs than allow it in a ſubſequent Report ; and the 
ſame Argument, drawn from the ſuppoſed Intention 
of the Treaties, has been equally inſiſted upon, ſince 
the Jettees have been in part repaired, and other 
Works done, which anſwer the ſame Ends. 

But to conclude this Obſervation ; if there could 
have been, before the Treaty of 1717, any Doubt 
concerning the Intention of the Treaty of Uzrechz, 
as there certainly could not; and as his late Majeſty 
infilted very juſtly, and very ſucceſsfully, that there 
could not; yet to urge this, after the Treaty of 171), 
is to chicane about the Spirit of Treaties, in favour 
of the French, more grofly than they did themſelves 
in their own Favour, when they accepted of the 
Wil} of the late King of Spain, notwithſtanding all 
the Engagements they had taken by the Treaty of 
Partition. The 4th Article of the Treaty of 1517, is 
a Commentary on the th Article of that of Utrecht. 
It, after that, we are {till at Liberty to talk of the 
Spirit or Intention of the firſt Treaty, nothing can 
be ever determined by any Treaty. The Treaty of 
1717 leaves the Canal of Mardyte in ſuch a State 
as might ſuffice for carrying off the Waters, and 
admitting of ſmall Veſſels, that there might be no 
Excuſe left for opening, in any Degree, the old 
Channel, which by the ſame Treaty is to be more 
effectually demoliſhed than ever, in order to the in- 
tire choaking of it up; How can it be ſaid, after this, 
that the Intent and End of this Treaty, as well as of 
the former, is not diſappointed by opening this ſame 
old Channel and the Harbour anew? | grow aſham- 
ed of inſiſting ſo long on a Point ſo very clear, and 
ſhall finiſh it by ſaying, That nothing could ſurprize 
or affli&/me more, than to hear ſome Perſons, from 
whom better things might have been expected, argue 
for keeping open the Harbour of Dx RKI RR upon 
any Principles, and eſpecially on ſuch as theſe; that 
it is not againſt the Treaties, nor againſt the Intereſt 
of Great Britain, To excuſe Miniſters who have 
committed Faults may be allowed to Friendſhip, and 
to particular Obligations; but there can hardly be 2 
more melancholly Symptom in a free Government, 
than that of exculing, and even juſtifying the — 
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of Miniſters, by explaining away the moſt important 
national Advantages. 

Having made theſe Obſervations on Mr. Armſtrong's 
Report, I proceed, in the fitſt Place, to take notice 
of what our Miniſters did, in Conſequence of it. 

What they did was in ſhort this. They follow'd 
his Advice, as far as it went in Favour of France; and 
there do not appear any Footſteps that they follow'd 
it in taking eftectual Care of thoſe few Things, which 
he recommends in Favour of Great Britain. 

They approved his Report in all its Parts. They 
directed the Miniſter at Paris to inſiſt, that things 
might be reQified according to it; and the Secre- 
tary of State writes, that this will give entire Satiſ- 
faction. Nay they would not fo much as try whether 
France, would be contented with leſs than Mr. Arm- 
ſtreng propoſed ; for . — having given the 
Hint, by asking whether he ſhould communicate the 
whole Report to the French, or only ſuch Parts of 
it as related to the Infractions of the Treaties, he 
is ordered to communicate the whole Report to the 
Cardinal: That is, he is ordered to ſhew the French 
at once, that we were willing to give up to them 
what had never been given up, from the Treaty of 
Utrecht, to this time; and leave them a Harbour, un- 


der the ſham Pretences under which they had ſo long 


preſſed for it in vain. 

What is the Return made to this noble Frankneſs 
and Generofity of ours? why, the Cardinal, ſays he, 
has put the Report into the Hands of the Secretary 
for Maritime Affairs; and that, in order to hinder an 
Eclat, Direction will be given for complying with 
it by Degrees. 

Who does not ſee the Meaning of this Anſwer? 
The Eclat, that is, the Noiſe, was already made in 
Great Britain, and in Holland too. It was publickly 
known in' both, and publickly complain'd of, that 
the French had, in great Meaſure, reſtored the Port 
and Harbour of DUxK1RKk. Surely there could 
have been no Hurt in letting it be as publickly known, 
that they were deſtroying, at leaſt, a Part of what 
they had done in Violation of the Treaties, This 
matt have helped to hinder, inſtead of making any 
farther Eclat. This mult have done Honour to that 
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Court, and have given ſome Colour, if any thing can 
give Colour ty ſo improbable a Story, to what has 
been ſo often ſaid, and js ſaid, even now, that the 
French Miniſters know nothing of the Works carri- 
ed on by the [nhabitants of DUNKIRK. 

But the meaning of this Anſwer was plainly to 
gain time. We had ſhewn too much Haſte in giving 
up, at once, a great Part of what they wanted to 
gain upon ns; and they were willing to try if they 
could, by Delay, evade performing the ſmall Part 
of what we required of them. | 

I paſs to my Fifth Obſervation, which will prove 
that this is no unreaſonable Refinement, or raſh 
Judgment. What I have juſt related paſſed in 
Nov. 1728. From that time it does not appear that 
the French demoliſh'd, according to Mr. Armſtrong's 
Report, any of the Works they had made, or that 
our Miniſters preſs'd them once to it. But tho” they 
did not demoliſh, it appears that they built ; for in 
the Month of May following, a new Alarm comes, 
and our Miniſters are once more called upon by the 
Penſionary, who ſends them Accounts of further 
Works carrying on at DUNKIRK, for the Im- 
provement of the Harbour. Theſe Accounts were 
ſuch, that my Lord C4 ſays, in his Letter, the 
Penſionary gave great Attention to them, Let us ſee 
what Attention we give to them, 

They are ſent to the M rat Paris, He com- 
municates them to the Cardinal. The Cardinal 
knows nothing of the Matter; but gives general Aſ- 
ſurances that nothing contrary to the Treaties ſhall be 
done, Our Complaints are tranſmitted from Court 
to DUNKIRK, and from thence an Anſwer is 
returned by the Intendant, acknowledging in the main 
the Facts complained of, but giving Turns to them, 
which one would bardly imagine could paſs, even 
with thoſe who have ſo much Faith in their Miracles. 
Such, for Inſtance, as this; that a certain Floodgate 
had indeed been repaired, but that it was one, which 
had not been demoliſhed at the Demolition of 
DUNKIRK ; which is true for this Reaſon, that 
it was not in being at the time of that Demolition, 
but hath been built fince ; ſo that the French Argu- 
ment [lands thus. We do not break the Treaties 


by 
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by repairing this Work, but we broke them by 
building it. 

This Anſwer was referred to Mr. Armſtrong, who 

(without any Examination, whether the French In- 
tendant had not palliated and diſguiſed Matters) 
makes as implicit and favourable a Reporr, as the 
other could have deſired. 
A few Months ago, it was, in his own Opinion, 
neceſlary to deſtroy the Jettees newly erected, and 
the Heads of the old ones, which had been left, and 
that even down to the Level of the Strand. Now, 
the Piles driven at the Head of the old Channel, and 
pretended to be deſign'd only for Beacons and Moor- 
ings, may be allowed, provided Care be taken that they 
do not ſerve for the Foundations of Batteries. The new 
Magazines and the new Key are not thought of any In- 
conveniency. All that Fraxce is doing, and which the 
Penſionarylaid fo much Weight upon, is allowed, The 
Miniſter at Paris hath Orders to ſay ſo; but he isto hint 
at the ſame time, that Care be taken no farther Works 
are carried on. He may ſpeak out in making theſe 
Conceſſions to Fraxce; but he mult meaſure his 
Words, and not ſpeak plain, when he mentions 
what we required in Return; tho' what we required, 
in Return, was nothing more than a verbal Aſſurance 
that Batteries ſhould not be made in the Heads of the 
Jeitees, which we allowed them to ere at the En- 
trance of the old Channel. 

My Sixth Obſervation is this. Tho' we were now 
brought Step by Step to ſee and own a manifeſt Dan- 
ger, that the Feuch might not only repair, but forti- 
fy the Port of Dunkirk, yet from the Month of July 
laſt, the Works were carried forward there till the 
Enquiry began in Parliament, without the Know- 
ledge, or with the Connivance of our moſt knows» 
ing Miniſters 

t appeared by the concurring Evidence of the Wit» 
neſles, that they were carried forward, during this 
time, with greater Application, and leſs Reſerve than 
ever; that the Soldiers of the King's Troops work'd 
at them; and that Ships were preſs'd by the King's 
Order, to carry Stones for this Service. 

After this, it is impoſlible to read, without ſome 
Surprize, that when Mr. Pointz and Mr. Armſtrong 
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made the Repreſentations, which they were ordered 
to make to the French Miniſters, both the Cardinal 
and the Keeper of the Seals aſſur'd them, that if any 
thing had been done towards reſtoring the Harbour 
of Dunkirk to its former State, or in Contravention 
to the Treaties of Utrecht and the Hague, it had been 
done without their Knowledge, and contrary to the 
French King's expreſs Commands. They ſeem, by 
this Proteſtation, as ignorant as our Miniſters were, 
of things done in their own Country, and with all 
the Eclat poſſible ; but even Ignorance, in this Caſe, 
is not very excuſable in either; for 

Firſt, as to the French Miniſters. Taking what 
they ſay in their own Behalf, for granted, that the 
Inhabitants of Dxxkirk have been principally active 
in what hath been lately done there, contrary to 
Treaties; yet Can it be ſuppos'd with the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Probability, that Works of ſuch Import- 
ance could be carried on for above two Years toge- 
ther, without any Authority or Connivance, or even 
the Knowledge of the French Court? —»— Is it, in 
any Degree credible, that the Subjects of an arbitra - 
ry Prince, would dare to make Uſe of his Troops, 
or to preſs Ships into that Service, by pretended Or- 
ders, and without any real Licence? —— Can we 
imagine that this could be done under the very Noſe, 
and yet without the Privity of the Governour Com- 
mandant, the Intendants, and divers other Officers 
of the Marine, who are obliged to hold a conſtant 
Correſpondence with the Miniſters at Paris? 
or, laſtly, can it be pretended, without putting the 

reateſt Violation on common Senſe and common 
Reaſon, that even Curioſity itſelf, the loweſt Princi- 
ple of all our Enquiries, would not have prevail'd on 
the Miniſters of France to examine into this Affair, 
and gain the beſt Informations about it, after it had 
made ſo great an Eclat in Exgland and Holland? 

I am at a Loſs to find, in this Conduct, any 
Proof that They carry their Fidelity even to a Nicety; 
for it was certainly incumbent on them to be ſo in- 
form'd; fince it was from the French Court, and not 
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would impoſe on us an Aſſurance of this kind, fo 
void of all Probability, and at the ſame time give us 
another Aſſurance of their doing every thing agreea- 
bly to Treaties; will not the notorious Improbabili- 
ty of the one juſtity our ſtrongeſt Suſpicions about the 

erformance of the other ? When there are ſuch con- 
vincing Reaſons to queſtion their Veracity, can we, 
without expoſing our ſelves to the Contempt of the 
whole World, depend entirely on their Sincerity? 

Secondly, as to the inactive Conduct of our Mini- 
ſters, from July to February laſt; and in order to ſet 
this Matter in a full Light, let us recal very ſhortly, 
and place their whole Proceedings in one View. 

If we look no farther back than the Year 1727, 
when the new Sluice on the Canal of Furnes was 
built, it is now about three Years ſince the French have 
work'd at the Reſtoration of Dznkirk. In this time 
our Miniſters have made three Complaints, and not 
one of theſe Complaints hath been made originally 
on their own Motion, and upon Advice of their 
own. The two firſt times, they were call'd on 
the Penſionary, and the laſt time, they were puſh'd on 
by the Parliament. The Proceedings on the firſt 
Complaint ended, by allowing to the French ſome 
Infractions of the Treaties, and by deſiring that others 
might be reQified. This is promis'd, but the Pro- 
miſe is not kept. Inſtead of rectifying what had been 
done, new Works are carried on. The Proceedings 
on the ſecond Complaint end in our acquieſcing to 
theſe new Works, provided they are extended no far- 
ther. Even this Promiſe is not kept. The Works 
are extended farther. All Mankind know it, and 
complain loudly of it for ſeven Months together. 
An Enquiry begins in Parliament. Our Miniſters are 
ſurprized, and know nothing of the Matter. Altho” 
they had been diſappointed a firſt time, they took no 
Care not to be ſo a ſecond, 

I think that I need not explain or enforce this any 
farther; and therefore I ſhall obſerve Ythly, That as 
there may be ſome Reaſon, ariſing from their paſt 
Conduct, to apprehend, that the French Court may 
not be quite ſo exact, nor ſo expeditious, as we are 
made to hope, in fulfilling even the laſt Promiſe 
Which they have given us, to demoliſh all tbe args 
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erected contrary to the Treatier; ſo there is great 
Reaſon likewiſe, ariſing from our paſt Conduct, to 
apprehend that they do not underſtand, on that Side 
of the Water, by Works contrary to the Treaties, 
what we do, and always mult underſtand, on this 
Side of the Water, by thoſe Words: From whence 
it will follow, that, by dexterous Management, we 
have brovght the cleareft Point in Nature to be the 
moſt intricate; and that whereas there never coutd 
have been Room fot the leaſt Diſpute, if the Treaty 
of 1717 had been obſerved, in Explanation and Mo- 
deration of that of Mrecht, our departing from it 
may, and muſt open a Source of inexhauſtible Chi- 
cane. 

[ have already ſhewn how the Treaty of 1717 ex- 
plains the [ntention, and moderates the Conditions 
of the Treaty of Utrecht, ſo as to leave the French 
no Colour, either from the Letter or Intention of 
the Treaties, for doing or acting any thing more than 
what is there ſpecifically expreſſed ; no, not even on 
account of diſcharging the Canals; draining the flat 
Country; or carrying on their Fiſhing, or any other 
Trade. | | 
Upon this Foot therefore, the Senſe of theſe 
Words (Works contrary to the Treaties ; or Works 
done in Contravention to the Treaties;) is exactly and 
invariably determined. But the French have been 
artful enough to. improve our Complaiſance for 
them, ſo as to ſet the Caſe of Daznkirk on quite ano- 
ther Foot; with our Mrs | mean; for with the 

Nation I hope and believe that impoſſible to be done. 
On the former Foot, every thing, which hath been 
done at DUNKIRK, is directly againſt the Let- 
ter of both Treaties, and againſt the Intention of 
that of Utrecht, explained by that of 1717. The 
Kigelle, or Gut, which Mr. 2 and our M——s 
allow the French, by virtue of their diſpenſing Power, 
and the Sluice on the Canal of Fur nes, to keep this 
Rigolle, or Gut open, are as directly and as plainly 
againſt the Intention of the Treaties, as even fortify- 
ing the Town, the Harbour and the Strand would 

e. | | 
But, on the other Foot, there is Room for Chicane. 
The French may ſay, (and, no doubt, they will ſay) 

; that 
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(67 | 
that the Intention of Treaties ought to be determined 
by the Senſe, in which the contracting Parties have, 
by mutual Agreement, executed them; that as the 
late King allowed them to have a Communication 
from DUNKIRK to the Sea, by the Canal of 
Mardyke ; ſo they have been allowed, at preſent, to 
have the ſame Communication by the old Channel ; 
that we did indeed once inſiſt on demoliſhing their 
Reparations of the old Jettees; but that, ſince that 
Time, and on Occaſion of Complaints about other 
Works, made for improving this Harbour, we have 
not only expreſly approved their making theſe latter 
Works, but have tacitly conſented to their repairing 
and ſupplying the old Jeitees, by taking no notice 
of their not deſtroying them, nor of their makin 
other Works to hinder as etfeQually the Flux an 
Reflux of the Tides from choaking up the Channel, 
as the Jettees are deſigned to do; that all this, toge- 
ther with our Approbation of the new Key they have 
made, and the new Magazines they have built, ſhew 
it very evidently to have been our Senſe, as well as 
theirs, that the Intention of the Treaties is not to 
deprive them of a naked Harbour at DUNKIRK, 
but only to hinder them from having a fortified 
Harbour there ; that they are far from entertaining 
any ſuch Thoughts; that zhey carry their Fidelity even 
to a Nicety, and have not yet rais'd owe ſingle Battery 
on the Szrand; till they attempt which, we have not 
the leaſt Reaſon to affirm that they aQ in Contraven- 
tion to the Treaties. 
This and much more, to the ſame Effect, may the 
French ſay, whenever they are preſſed in good Earneſt 
to fulfil their laſt Promiſe, agreeable to the juſt Ex- 
pectations of the Briz;þ Nation. Nay, they certainly 
will inſiſt in this Manner, if they were fo preſled ; 
becauſe whatever Reaſons they may have to deſire 
that our preſent Miniſters ſhould continue in Power, 
I can hardly perſuade my ſelf that they will, for the 
Sake of the two «/aſtrious Brothers, undo entirely 
What they have done at DUNKIRK, and fairly 
lay aſide the Hopes of reſtoring that Port, by Degrees 
and without Eclat, to its former Greatneſs and 
Splendour. 
SR, That 
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That there is Reaſon to apprehend ſuch a Conduct 
from them, we may judge by what we have lately 
heard from Dankirk; for it is ſaid that Mr. Loſſels, 
with ſome French Officers, had been to ſound the 
Water in the Harbour and Channel. Now, to what 
Purpoſe can this be? If we are to ſtand to the Trea- 
ties, we malt infilt that there be no Water; at leaſt, 
no navigable Water at all in the Harbour and Chan- 
nel. If we depart from the Treaties, to what Pur- 
poſe do we diſpute about a Foot or two of Water, 
more or leſs? 

The Queſtion does not turn on ſuch Circumſtances 
as theſe ; whether the Port be capable of receiving 50 
or ioo Ships; whether Ships of S0 or 500 Tons go into 
it, or out of it; whether the Depth of the Witer be 
140r 18 or 20 Foot, and the like; but ſingly in this, 
whether it be made a Port to any Purpoſe, or in any 
Degree whatſoever. 

Perhaps we may hear of ſome Jettees, or other 


Works deſtroyed, and a few Appearances of a De- 


molition; but let it be remember'd, that nothing can 
be a juſt Satisfaction and real Security to us, but the 
reducing Dxxkirk once more to that Condition, into 


which it was put by Virtue of the Treaties, and fol- 


lowing them as the ſtated Rule between us and France 
on this Head. Let it be remember'd likewiſe, that 
whatever Satisfaction we may obtain, be it more or 
leſs, will be owing to the Parliamentary Enquiry, 
and not to the Care, Vigilance and Spirit of thoſe, 


who are employ'd in the Adminiltration. 


After having made ſo many Obſervations on the 
Conduct of our Miniſters in this Affair of Dazkirk, 
I am obliged, in Jaſtice, to take ſome Notice of the 
chief Argument, by which their Creatures endeavour 
to excuſe them; for tho” many concur to ſcreen 
them from Cenſure, few there are, I think, even 
amongſt theſe, who preſume entirely to juſtify their 
Conduct. | 8 8 f 

It hath been ſaid then that different Times and 
different Situations of Affairs require different Ways 
of acting; which is a moſt undeniable Truth. But as 
Common-place Wit diverts Nobody, who hath any 


Wit, ſo Common-place Maxims impoſe on Nobody, 


It 


Who hath Senſe and Knowledge. 
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It is true that different Times and Situations re- 
quire that Miniſters of State ſhould both ſpeak and 
at in different Manners ; but they are never to loſe 
their Object, although they change, in ſome Meaſure, 
the Manner of purſuing it. This Object is, or ought 
always to be, the greateſt National Good. To wiſe 
and honeſt Seryants of the Publick, all Countries 
will be abſolutely indifferent, except their own ; and 
by Conſequence they will neither lean to nor from 
any Foreign Intereſt, but as that Intereſt is brought 
nearer to the Intereſt of their own Country, or plac- 
ed in a greater Oppoſition to it, by the Courſe of 


Accidents. 


Now, let us apply the Maxim, thus explained, to 
the Condud᷑ of our Miniſters in the Caſe of Dunkirk. 

That we have ſeen and do till ſee Times and Situa- 
tions, with reſpe& to Great Britain and France, very 
different from thoſe, which our Fathers or we be- 
held, during forty Years, is true. It is true therefore, 
that fince this Alteration of Times and Situations, a 
different Manner of ſpeaking and aQting towards 
France hath been requiſite on our Part. But our gene- 
ral Intereſt, * with reſpect to France, is only thus far 
changed. Formerly, it was our Intereſt to oppoſe 
all her Meaſures, and to defy her moſt exorbitant 
Power. It is now become our Intereſt to have a 
Communication of friendly Meaſures and Intercourſe 
of friendly Offices with her, and, inſtead of defying her 
reduced Power, to be only jealous of its growing again. 

In cultivating therefore the Friendſhip of France, 
and even in avoiding all Appearances of diſtruſting 
her, or being jealous of her, our Miniſters have aQted 
according to the Rules of good Policy. The French 
have held the ſame Conduct towards us; and this 


mutual Confidence and Amity might certainly have 


been productive of much publick Good, without any 
particular Inconveniency or Miſchief, It hath been 
ſo to France; but it hath not been ſo to Great Britain; 
and. the Reaſon of this Ditference is plain. The 
French have follow'd the Maxim above-mentioned, 
but without once loſing Sight of their national Intereſt. 
Whenever this hath come into Queltion, they have 
inſiſted amicably, but they have inſiſted as ſtrongly 
as ever: Witneſs the Caſe of Santa Lucia, that of 
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(68) 
the * Honours at Sea, and many others. Nay, when- 
ever they could acquire ſuch a Pretence, as ſeem'd 
conſiſtent with the Terms of Friendſhip, they have 
artfully enough endeavoured to diminiſh our Power, 
and to wreſt from us thoſe Advantages, . which they 
know may ſome time or other, in our Hands, be of 
Detriment to them; Witneſs the Part, which our 
intimate Friend, the late Duke of Orleans, aQted in 
ſupporting the Claim of Spais to the Reſtitution of 
Gibraltar and Minorca. 
But I am afraid it will be found that our Miniſters 
have ſuffered the Tranſports of Friendſhip to carry 
them too far in Favour of France; particularly, in 
the Caſe now before us; fot which they muſt be con- 
feſo'd inexcuſable, notwithſtanding the wiſe Apothegm 
quoted in their Behalf; unleſs they can ſnew that, by 
departing from a ſtri&t Obſervation of the Treaties, 
with reſpe& to Dankirk, they have avoided a greater 
Evil, than the Danger of ſeeing this Port reſtored, is 
and muſt be reputed; or elſe that they have procured 
to their Country a greater Good, than that of keepin 
Dankirk in the State, to which it was reduced an 
in which it was to continue, according to the 
Treaties. | 
If this ſole Excuſe, which can be made for our 
Miniſters, will avail them little, when it comes to be 
tried by the Rules of Reaſon; it will be quite explod- 
ed, when we have Recourſe to Experience, and com- 
pare the Conduct, which was held by our Miniſters, 
in the Year 1716 and 1717, with that which hath been 
held for theſe three or four laſt Years, as well as the 
| Situation of Affairs, at that Time, with the Situation 

a of Affaits, during the latter Period. 

The Purport of the Proviſional Agreement made in 
1716, which was inſerted in the fourth Article of the 
Alliance made in 1717, hath been already mentioned. 
The French were far from conſenting eaſily to make 
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* Above a Year ago a Lieutenant of an Engliſh Man of 
War was broke, as it was ſaid, upon the Inſtance of France, 
for obliging a French Ship to Strike, according to his Inſtructi- 
Ons, as ſhe was going out of one of our own Harbours. 
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this Step; and nothing leſs than the Firmneſs which 
we then ſhew'd, could have forced them to it. I 
doubt not but they would gladly have deſtroyed en- 
tirely the Canal of Mardyke, if they might have been 
permitted to have had that Kzgolle, or Gut (for there 
appears an Affectation in calling it any thing but what 
it is, a Channel) which hath been allowed them ſince. 
The Harbour of Dankirk is a Tide-Harbour, and 
therefore liable to much Inconveniency ; but this 
Inconveniency was, in great meaſure, remedied by 
the Situation of the old Channel, now reſtor*d, which 
runs ſtrait down to the Sea from the Harbour, and 
hath the Road before it, in which Ships may, at all 
times, come to an Anchor, though they cannot at all 
times get into the Port. 82 

The Canal of Mardyke runs a great way about, and 
makes an Elbow, before it can deſcend to the Sea; 
and when it comes there hath no Road acroſs the En- 
trance of it; for which Reaſon, Dankirk, can never 
be of that Advantage to France, and of that Danger 
= us, with this opening of the Sea, as With the 
Otner. 

The late King therefore conſented, as is obſerved 
above, to leave the Canal of Mardyke, reduced ac- 
cording to the Terms of the Proviſional Agreement; 
but he was ſo far from giving the leaſt Way to any 
thing, that might tend to open the old Channel, that 
he expreſly ſtipulated the doing of every thing ne- 
ceſlary for the farther and more compleat Deſtruction 
of it, Thus we ſee the Difference between our for- 
mer and our latter Conduct. Let us conſider how 
we ſtood, at that time, with France, and what was 
the general Situation of our Affairs. 08, 

We were then as cloſely united with France as we 
are now, and the Maxims of cultivating this Union 
prevailed as ſtrongly in our Councils. A Storm 
from the North was then much more to be fear'd 
than vo. The late Czar's Grandfather was then 
alive. The famous King of Sweden was alive like- 
wiſe, How we (ſtood with thoſe Princes, and what 
we had to apprehend from their Intrigues, and from 
their Arms, | need not explain. At Home there was 
ſome Remains of a Rebellion not totally extinguiſh'd, 
and a Jacobite Party ſtill in being. The Swediſb Plot 

againſt 


—— a >> LEG — — — — 


(79) 
againſt the Government was carrying on at that 
time. Alberoni was ripening his formidable Schemes, 
which he began to execute in 1717, and we were, 
in Concert with France, taking Meaſures to oppoſe 
them. | | 

Loet me ask now any Man of common Ingenuity, 
whether an Argument, drawn from the Situation of 
Affairs, to excuſe ſome Compliances with France, 
might not have been urged with a better Grace at 
that Time, than it could be urged, for the ſame Pur- 
poſe, now? He will certainly anſwer that it might; 
and yet it is urged now, not to excuſe ſome little 
Complaints, but to excuſe what hath been done in 
direct Contradiction to the Treaties, and for giving 
up to France * Part of the Advantage and Se- 
curity, which We were in Poſſeſſion of by them. 

This Difference of Conduct is therefore not to 
be accounted for by the Difference of Times and 
Situations. It is to be accounted for by nothing, 
but by the Difference of Men. We had then other 
Miniſters at Home to give Inſtructions, and another 
Miniſter at Paris to execute them. The Times and 
our Situation, in the Years 1716 and 1717, were not 
more favourable to us than the Times and our Situ- 
ation in the Years 1727, 1728 and 1729; and our 
national Intereſt, with Reſpect to Dazxkirk, hath been 
exactly the ſame in both; but our Miniſters had not 
then negotiated themſelves into an abſolute Depen- 
dence on Fraxce, nor learned, perhaps, a Leſſon, 
that it is much more eaſy and profitable to evade or 
defeat a Parliamentary Enquiry, than to govery well 
at Home, and to ſupport the Intereſts, the Honour, and 
the Dignity of the Nation Abroad. 
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Pr 
A Full and True Account of 4 8 PE E C H 

made in PARLIAMENT: and bow D U N- 


KIRK was fold for French Gold; and bow 


a Certain Perſon built a Great Houſe with 
the ſaid French Gold. 


T is a lamentable Thing to conſider how much 
' Folly there is, even in the wiſeſt Men, and that 

they do not take Warning by the Experience of 
others ; inſomuch that we have frequently known a 
Thief rob under the Gallows, while their Fellows 
are hanging for the ſame Crime. The Town and 
Port of DUNKIRK is an Example hereof, The 
Earl Clarendon was impeach'd for giving up the ſaid 
Town to the French; and yet Robert Earl of Oxford 
was not warned thereby, inſomuch that he was im- 
peached for repeating the ſame Crime; and one 
would think, that two Minifters being impeached, 
would be fair Warning to prevent any more from 
running into the ſame Snare. 

This fame DUNKIRK was formerly a very 
ancient City, and was fenced with ſtrong Walls and 
Bulwarks, and in the Time of Queen Elizabeth 
was poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, who uſed to ſend out 
many Ships from thence, to rob the good Eugliſh 
Subjects of her then Majeſty. And the Parliament 
thereupon was moved by Mr. Dannet, Burgeſs for 
Tarmouth, who made the Speech mentioned in the, 
Title, and ſaid : © How cometh it that ſuch a Num- 
ber of her Majeſty's Subjects be ſpoiled, robbed, 
* beaten, wounded, themſelves taken, and uſed with 
* ſuch extream Torture, racked, carried away, im- 
* priſoged, ranſomed, fined, and ſometimes executed; 
* and ALL THis TIũE NO WARS? But give 
* me leave to ſay, For theſe Ten Years, I am ſure, 
* the SubjeQs of this Land, on the Sea Coalts, have 
„ undergone | theſe Tyrannies, and by whom? 
« Even by Two baſe Towns, DUNKIRK and 
* NEWPORT. DUNKIRK began with 
« Two Ships, and are now increaſed almoſt to 


Twenty, 


| r £0 en * 


* DD — 2 
17 — = — - - 
% - 

ng — r fo < - 

22 1 | . | 

« . 
— E - - 4% _ © = << cas * ” — * — 1 = 
2 = = — - 
- = — — — _ o — - — w us — 
— — . 2 
- 


<< -- 
* 


* 


— . IEEE Oo garment = 


- — — — 
ä — ny = 
xx — — 
oF 12 ws - . 
- * — - 


* — PIE 
— — 


8 
. 
„ 1 * 


— 


_- 
— Þ 


(72) | 
« Twenty. They be at Home at Supper, and the 
« next Day here with us. I muſt needs confeſs, that 
« the great Charge which I know the Lord Admiral 
« js at continually, by lying ready to take theſe 
« Pyrates, is much; but ſend to take them, they 
« ſtrait fly Home. If our Ships return, they are 
« (trait here again. I dare boldly ſay, they have done 
« Engliſpmen more Hurt, ſince they began, than all 
« France, either in the time of Hexry the VIII. 
« Edward the VI. or Queen Mary.“ 


This is ſet down in Townſend's Journal, Printed 1680, 


Now, Queen Elizabeth being moved with the 
Cries of her good People did ſend and (top up the ſaid 
Port of DUNKIRK by Force of Arms; but after 
ſhe was dead, the Town f DUNKIRK grew 
again grievous, for it lies juſt over-againſt the Mouth 
of the River Thames; inſomuch that no Ship can 
come in or out but what they ſee; and Oliver Cromwell 
finding the Damage done by the Town of DuxkIRR, 
did ſend an Army, and take it away from the Spaniardt, 
and the Exgliſp did keep Poſſeſſion of it until it was 
ſold to the French by a certain Great Miniſter, who 
built a Houſe with the Money for which he ſold 
DUNKIRK; but God was pleas'd to overturn 
his Greatneſs, and he was impeach'd by Parliament, 
and his Houſe was pull'd down, and the Foundations 
thereof are no where to be found. 

Now, the French having bought DUNKIRK, 
ſtrengthened the ſame, and it became a very grievous 
Scourge unto Exgland, as many Thouſand Sea-faring 
-Men now alive can tell, who were taken Priſoners 


by DUNKIRK Privateers in the War Time, and 


many Thouſand Merchants have been undone, and 
their Families ſet a ſtarving, by the cruel Pyrates of 
DUNKIRK taking and ſpoiling their Ships : And 
moreover, the Popiſh Pretender came from DU N- 
KIRK, in the Year 1708, with a great Fleet of 
Men of War, and intended to have landed in Exg- 
land or Scotland, but God prevented him. Now, 
when the Peace was made by our late gracious 
Queen Anne, the People of England did conſider, 
that the ſaid Town of DUNKIRK was aPyratical 
Town, 
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Town, and Den of Thieves, which ſpoil'd honeſt 


Men of their Goods; and therefore it was reſolved, 


that the Town ſhould be pulled down, and the Har- 
bour ſtopped up, ſo that no Ships might come out 
afterwards to hurt the Engliſhmen ; and a Colonel 
was ſent with a Strong Arm to pull down the Town, 
and to ſtop up the Harbour; but it is ſaid, that the 
Arm of this Colonel was not ſo Strong as the French 
Loxid*or's; and they ſay, that a good Purſe thereof 
made him ſlubber Things ſo, that the Harbour was 
not filled up fo as it might have been. 

Now, when King George I. came to the Crown, 
(God bleſs him) the Parliament (being angry that a 
ſcandalous Peace had been made with France, and 
that the Harbour of Dzzkirk had not been filled up) 
and *Squire Robert: Walpole, they impeach'd Nobert 
Earl of Oxford, and he was turned ont of all Employ, 
and he was put into the Tower of London, and the 
Harbour of Dxzkirk was ſtopped up, inſomuch that 
a London Wherry could not go into it; but now, 
within theſe two Years, the Frenchmen, by the Di- 
rection and Help of one Baſbell, an Engliſhman, a 
treacherous Rogue to the Exglii/o Nation, has pulled 
down the Banks, and has opened the Harbour, inſo- 
much that Ships of o Ton can go up into the Baſon 
which lies in the Middle of the Town ; and the 
Frenchmen work privately at making the Harbour 
better and better. Now, therefore let us pray God, 
that he will be pleaſed to give Wiſdom to the Mul- 
titude of Counſellors, and that he will put Righte- 
onſneſs into their Hearts, ſo that they will ſcorn 
Corruption, and that he would turn his heavy Scourge 
away from us, and that he will grant us Repentance, 
and that Oppreſſion be no more ſeen in our Streets; 
and that the Poor may go up for the Welfare of the 
Nation, aud the Wicked, be they never ſo Rich, may 
be puniſhed, according to their Deſerts, and that 
French Gold may be trod under Foot, and never 
more ſeduce any Engliſh Counſellors. 
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The Narrative and Affidavit- men detected: Or, 
Collcott and Robin put to the Bluſh, 


PON the 18th of March was publiſhed in the 
Daily Journal the. Extract of a Letter from 
Verſailles, the Deſign of which was, to deſtroy 
the Proofs the Publick had received, concerning the 
Repairing and Opening the Port and Harbour of 
Dankirk ; whether this Letter was written by 
Monſieur Riconart, Intendant of the Marine at Dun- 
kirk, | won't take upon me to determine; but if ſo, 
he ated like a true Frexchman, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to amuſe the People of England, till the Daunkirkers 
ſhall have finiſhed their whole Plan: Nay, Monfieur 
Ricouart's Civility to Colonel Armſtrong has this re- 
markable Circumſtance attending it, that he made 
him the Compliment of his Coach, and waited on him 
himſelf; but whether this was to ſhew him the Works, 
or to hinder him from ſeeing them, I find is a Point 
diſputed both on this and the other Side the Water : 
He likewiſe did him the Honour of clapping Centries 
at his Door, but in what Senſe the Colonel took this, 
let him declare in his next Report. | 

The Occaſion of taking Notice of this filly Letter 
at preſent is, that another Piece has been handed about 
within theſe few Days, under the Title of, The Joint 
and Separate Account or Narrative of George Collcott 
and Robert Jones, Mariners, relating to what paſſed 
at their ſeveral Meetings with others about the Affair 
of PUNKIRK, which ſeems to be written with 
the ſame Spirit and Deſign, and wnich, by the ſtrong 
Reſemblances betwixt them, one would think, mult 
be a Child of the ſame Parent. 

The Frenchman lays in his Letter That theſe 
Reports could be ſuggeſted and ſpread abroad only 
by Men of turbulent Spirits, who have endeavoured 
to infinuare the ſame, with a View of diſturbing the 
good Harmony, which now ſubſiſts between the two 
Crowns. The Narrative has the ſame Thing, with 
a little Alteration ot Phraſe; for there George Collcott 


and 


and his Friend Robin ſay, that they underſtand from 
the Converſation in general, which they had at their 
Meetings, that the Complaint and Noiſe about Dun— 
kirk was made with an Intent to break the Peace, c. 

From this and ſeveral other Paſlages it will appear, 
that if they are not the Work of the ſame Hand, they 
are at leaſt done by Perſons in the ſame Intereſt, and 
ſuch as are no Enemies to what has been doing at 
D aunkirk, 3 | 

The Narrative tells us, that the Complaint was 
not only made with Intent to break the Peace, but 
to overturn Sir x. and caſt a Slut 
upon the preſent Meaſutes But muſt not the 
Folly of theſe Men be as great as their Wickedneſs 
to attempt to overturn 1 wo ſuch great Men as 
Sir & and his Brother, by a Couple 
of ſuch iuſignificaut Inſtruments as Collcott and Fore: ? 
Yet ſo the Narrative would make us believe; nay, 
they were all to be made great Men; and, at one of 
the Meetings, a certain Gentleman told them, that if 
they ſucceeded iu the Affair about Dunkirk, there would 
be Vacancies for every body that had given their 
Attendance upon that 9 : I ſuppole 6 ollcott was 
to be made Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Foxes 
Amballador and Plenipotentiary ; whereas, 1 dare 
anſwer for it, that the Gentlemen, who took theic 
Examinations, did not think either of them worthy 
to be made a Collector of the Port of London, tho“ 
they had been proved to be Smuglers, as a certain 
Gentleman aſſerted them to be. : 

But who engaged them to go and make their Aſſi- 
davits before that learned and eloquent Chairman, 
Sit John Gonſon, and who has been at the Expence of 
printing, publiſhing, and diſperſing ſrom the P- 
Office this Aſſidavit ſo Minilterially penn'd, I contets 
is more than | can gueſs. 122 

I conceive it cannot be the worthy Magiſtrate 
befote named, who at his own Charge ſo trequently 
refreſhes the Publick with bis eloquent Orations, in 
ſome of which a peculiar Charge is gven agaiuſt the 
heinous Sin of Perjury; for | am ſorry to ſay it, the 
chief Point aim'd to be proved by this Affidavit hap- 
pens to be unluckily falle. 
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76 
Some Writers hold that Politicians may lie, pro- 
vided Matters are ſo well laid, that they cannot be 
detected in their Lies; but here our A ffidavit- Men 
and their Inſtructors committed an unhappy Miſtake, 
tor the Lord B is ſworn to have been preſent 
at one of their Meetings, and Robert Foxes ſays (but 
Bob was always a great Lyar) he knew him, for he 
ſaw him when he came from France, rode by his 
Coach-Side betwixt Dover and Sittingburn, ſaw him 
likewiſe at Dinner at Sittingburn, and had ſeen him 
at ſeveral other Limes. | fay, before they ven- 
tured ſo deep, they ſhould have enquired whether the 
ſaid Lord was within the Bills of Mortality at the 
Time ſworn, that there might at leaſt have been a 
Poſſibility of its being true; but ſee the ill Succeſs of 
Blundering; for it appears, that the ſaid Lord was 
ſeveral Miles out of Town, at the Houſe of another 
noble Lord, who is ready to ſwear it himſelf, even 
to the Face of a certain great Man, who is in ſuch 
high Reputation for his CY and Intelligenee, 
that he is forced to have Recourſe to the ſupplemen- 
tal Evidence of Collcott and Jones; worthy Te 4 
to gain him a little Belief, even of his own Party! 
But no doubt this was look'd upon to be a fine 
Stroke of Politicks; for ſure rio good Proteſtant, who 
believed this Lord to be preſent at theſe Meetings, 
would believe the Harbour of Dxxk:ir+ to be h 


in ſuch a manner, as to be able to receive an Hundt 
and Fifty Ships, ſome of Three, Four, and even Fi 
Hundred Tons; or that the Keys were all repaited, 
and one built intirely new, and carried from the 
Town to near Chateau Gaillard. -That a ſtrong 
Wall is made from the Fezree- Head, on the Welt Side 
of the Channel to the Kisbanc, and continued almoſt 
to the old Cittadel — That the Sluice had been 
opened, and the Water let out almoſt every Tide, to 
clear the Harbour of the Mud, c. That, at 
Spring Tides, there is from eighteen to twenty Foot 
Water in the ſaid Harbour, and between the Beacons 
at the Mouth of the Channel no leſs than from 
twenty to twenty two Foot — That ſeveral Beacons 
are erected on both Sides the Channel up to the Town, 
and that Soldiers as well as others were daily at Work 
in clearing and repairing the Harbour with era 

taken 
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taken from the Demolition, and others brought as 
far as from Boulogne That ſeveral new Ships have 
been launch'd in the Harbour, particularly one in 
8 laſt, of ninety five Foot on the Keel, with 


orts for thitty ſix Guns That there ate others 
upon the Stocks ready to be launch'd— That Ships 
ate obliged to take their Ballaſt up out of the Harbour, 
in order to render it deeper. That the Waters of 
Mardyke, Boubourg, Bergues, Moer and Furnet, may 
in à ſhort Time be brought through the old Harbour 
and Baſon, to improve the ſaid Port, beyond what it 
was even in the late War — I ſay, who would be- 
lieve all this, tho' it had been confirmed by the con- 
current Teſtimony of a Dozen Witneſles, and known 
by ſeveral Members of the Houſe of Commons ; 
nay, confirmed, and even made ſtronger by the 
Evidence of the Government's Papers too ; for this 
Lord's Prefence at theſe Meetings (like the Biſhop's 
Toe in the Milk, according to the Notions of the 
Vulgar) would have turn'd it all into Error and 
Falſhood. Well ! the Lord's not being preſent was 
a little unfortunate, but the Meeting, however, was 
in Durbam- Tard, which is ſome good Luck; and 
that Circumſtance alone, it is hoped, will, in the 
Opinion of ſome Perſons, fink the Water in the 
Harbour of DUNKIRK, at leaſt two Foot, and 
make the Ship which Taylor ſaid drew eleven Foot 
abaft, to draw no more than eight. I 

And here I cannot forbear making a Wiſh, that the 
Worſhipful Sir Joh Gonſon would have been ſo good 
as to have taken the Affidavit of ſome Perſon, who 
had been an Eye- witneſs of what Monfieur Blandiniere 
has done, and that the like Methods were uſed to 
acquaint the Publick, that the Order obtained from 
the Court of Fraxce (being the Fruit of this Enquiry) 
was already begun to be put in Execntion, 

This is a little Digreffion ; I muſt return to my 
Narrative. It is alledged that People, who made the 
Diſcoveries, had ſome Rewards promiſed them, and 
that one of the Gentlemen, at the Meeting, drew an 
Order upon the Treaſurer of the Troops at Calais, to 
pay a Hundred Livres to Benjamin Hayes, for his Ex- 

pences over, I am inclined to queſtion much the 
Correſpondence between the Gentleman _ 
Al 


(78) 

and the Treaſurer of the King's Troops at Calais ; but 
no doubt, a Freuchman would very willingly advance 
Money to ſend over a Man who was coming on 
Purpoſe to diſcover to an Exgliſb Parliament the 
Repairs that were made at DUNKIRK, becauſe 
the Enquiry was manifeſtly intended for the Intereſt 
of France, and not of Great Britain. As to the Pro- 
miſes ſaid to be made in Favour of Baſpbell, it is 
to be hoped, this true Affidavit of Collcatt and Jones 
will do their Friend Baſbell more Service, than their 
Evidence in the Houſe of Commons, with thoſe that 
have it in their Power to bring him over, without 
the Danger of being thrown into Goal, 

As I have taken Notice of thoſe Parts of the 
Affidavit, which are a little defective in Points of 
Truth, it is but juſt to obſerve upon thoſe, where 
the Facts are not to be conteſted, 

I make no doubt then, but they met at the San 
Tavern behind the Royal Exchange, on Saturday the 
7th of February; that they dined in a large Room; 
that the Wine they drank was Port; nor will I diſpute 
but there might be a Screen before the Door; which 
I think is a large Conceſſion, for there are thoſe who 
will perhaps maintain, that where there is a Screen, 
there mult be ſome Roguery, becauſe of the great 
Noiſe which was made ſome Years ago about a certain 
Screen; but this I ſhall leave to the Conſcience of that 
Great Man, who is beſt acquainted with the Uſe and 
Advantage of a Screen. But to go on, [ believe it will 
not be denied, but that a certain Gentleman went often 
in and out of the Room; but whether to draw Water, 
or to order the Waiters to draw Wine, I confeſs is 
not clearly made out; and I am ſorry the Affidavit 
did not ſet forth, whether or no there was a Chamber- 
Pot in the Room, becauſe it would have ſerved to 
have cleared up the Matter; which | take to be a 
Circumſtance of as great Importance to the Affair of 
Dunkirk, as any thing in the whole Affidavit. 

There are ſeveral other FaQs in this Affidavit, 
which | take to be undeniable; as that they dined at 
the Swan Tavern in Thames Street; that they were 
carried into a Parlour at Mr. B 's Houſe in 
Durham-Yard; that Sir W—— ——— the 
two Mr. P—— 's, and a tall young Gentleman oy 
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did not know, and Mr. Beere there, but no 
body elſe ; that they dined that Day at the Croſi-Keys 
near Covent Garden; nay, that they ſent Porters to 
their Wives to let them know that they ſhould not 
come home that Night; that they lay at the Star Inn 
in the Strand; that they went in Coaches the next Day 
to the Ordnance Coffee-Houſe in Old Palace-Yard; 
that, after their Examination, they dined at the Sun 
Tavern, Weſtminſter; and, which is more, I even 
believe that Mr. E-— paid the Reckoning. Then 
let the Friends of a certain Perſon in Power triumph ; 
for who is it, that believes all this! will believe that 
DUNKIRK is repaired ! 

But theſe Circumſtances were before made known 
by a certain Perſon in a high Station, and in a certain 
Place, who in theſe Particulars has ſupported the Evi- 
dence of Collcott and Jones, much better than they 


have done his, in Reſpect to the Lord's being preſent 


at the Meeting. 

This Gentleman is the Argos of the State; nothing 
can eſcape his penetrating Sight; for ſcarce a fingle 
Patriot, much leſs a Number of them, can dine be- 
yond Fleet-Diteh, but he will tell you whether their 
Bins be Fowl or Mutton; their Wine French or 
Port, How happy is this Nation in a Genius which 
always buſies it ſelf in ſuch ſublime Diſcoveries! and 
how pleaſed ought the People to be to ſee the Money 
allowed for ſecret Service, laid out in procuring 
Intelligence ſo eſſential to the publick Safety! And 
ſure this Money is better laid out than the like Sum 
would have been in detecting the ſeveral indirect 
Practices, in Trade, betwixt Daxnkirk and Ireland, and 
Other Places; which Bſhell and Collcort both offered 
to do to this Man of Vigilance, who then gave them a 
deaf Ear, tho? he is pleaſed to liſten to them now. 

But to ſpeak a little more ſeriouſly upon this 
If DUNKIRK be a National 
Concern; if the repairing and opening its Harbour 
mult prove a thing of pernicious Conſequence to 


_ Great Britain, was the bringing this Enquiry upon the 


Tapis the Duty of a Man of Honour or not? If the 
Gentlemen, who ſtirt'd it, endeavoured to find out 
the moſt authentick Proofs, by enquiring of thoſe who 
trade all the Year to the very Place, and muſt know 


the 
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the Truth; if they promiſed to indemnify them from 


any Loſs or Damage they ſhould ſuſtain by making the 
Diſcovery; or even if they had given them Money to 
ſatisfy them for their Loſs of Time; if they kept their 
Proceedings about it ſecret, till it ſhould be moved in 


2 proper Place: This Affidavit evinces the Neceſſity 


there was of doing ſo. Is there any thing in all this 
of which they have the leaſt Cauſe to be aſhamed? 


Do they pretend to alledge that they were deſired to 


give Evidence of any thing they did not know of their 
own Knowledge? Or can any of them ſay, that any 


Words were put into their Mouths? 


There was nothing which we ever had more at 
Heart, than the Deſtruction of the Port and Harbour 
of DUNKIRK, and few things which we either 
apprehend more, or had more Reaſon to apprehend, 


than the Reparation and Reſtoration of the ſame, 


When it appeared therefore, by inconteſtable Proof, 
that this Port and Harbour had been long repairing, and 


were almoſt reſtored to their former Perfection; and 


this at a time when our Miniſters valued themſelves 
upon the Fidelity of Frauce to them, and upon their 


mighty Influence there; one would have thought, that 


the Miniſters might have been very well ſatisfied with 
evading a direct Queſtion upon their Conduct, and 
getting out of this Difficulty with Impunity. But one 
could have hardly expected what we ſee happen, that 
inſtead of endeavouring to have this whole Matter for- 
got as ſoon as poflible, they ſhould daily refreſh the 
Minds of Men about it, and renew the Talk of it, as 
if it tended to their Honour ; that inſtead of excuſing 
themſelves for having ſuffered Dax#:rk to be reſtored, 
they ſhould venture to accuſe others, for having prov- 
ed this Negle&, or even Connivance upon them; as 
if they modeſtly imagined, that a Meaſure neceſſary 
for aſſerting the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, 
on ſo eſſential a Point, and which has already ſo good 
an Effect, could be rendered unpopular, becauſe 
Collcott and Jones imagined, it might be intended to 


overturn Sir x —- „and caſt a Slur 
upon his Meaſures. A fine Compariſon to hope to 
raiſe a Spirit upon ! between the National Intereſt 
about Dz#ukirk, and the Preſervation of Sir R——- 
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you do, I would uſe my utmoſt Endea- 
vour to find him out, and make him a 
— Preſent of them. But as ſuch an Enquiry 
would be but downright Madneſs, while you live, and 
manage the publick Affairs, every Man of Senſe will 
think I a& prudently, in ſparing my ſelf the Pains of fo 
unneceflary a Search, and approve my Judgment, in de- 
firing your Patronage of a Piece, about which I have 
ſpent a few Hours with a great deal of Satisfaction. 
The Want of Employment has very often put Men 
upon ſuch Amuſements, to paſs away their Time, and 
keep themſelves out of Idleneſs, as have afterwards turn- 
ed to the Advantage of their Country : This is what J 
always had in View in every thing I publiſh'd, and hope 
that the following Paraphraſe on Part of the Tenth Book 
of the Adventzres of TELEMACHUS, Will be altogether 
as well received by Great Britain, as ſome of my other 
Performances have been, eſpecially ſince it js expreſſly in- 
tended as an Introduction to an . into the Con- 
duct of a certain Miniſter of State, who has made a 
mighty Buſtle in the World. Not, Sir, that I aſpire to 
the Reputation of an Author ; I only aim at giving fach 
Hints as I think may be improyed to the Service of 
the Nation: And were I not fully perſuaded, that the 
following Piece, and the Things it is deſigned to intro- 
duce, will have very uſeful and important Conſequences 
I neither would venture to expole it in publick, nor, o 
all Men living, make you the Patron of it, 
1 8 For 


— — et tary 4 


_ A FI 3 
renn ... OCT oo — — 


iv DEDICATION. 

For how uſeful ſoever the Obſervations I have made 
abroad may be BD Great Britain, I know very well, that 
it would be ridiculous in me to expect to pleaſe you by 
publiſhing them, or even by any thing elſe that I can do 
for her Service, Neyertheleſs, I ſhall always go on in 
what Ithink is my Duty; and in doing ſo, ſhew the World, 
that I neither flatter you, in Order to patch up old Quar- 
rels, nor expe@ any Gratification, for ſingling you out, 
from amongſt all the Miniſters of Europe, to make fo 
extraordinary a Preſent to. 8 

As you certainly poſſeſs a great many Qualities, which 
not only diſtinguiſh you from the Bulk of Mankind, but, 
I may ſay, without Partiality, even from all your Fellow- 
ſabje&s, not one excepted, your Modeſty is none of the leſs 
common Topicks of Converſation. {being then ſo uni- 
verſally talk'd of, Iſtand in no dread of your Indignation, 
for not bringing Incenſe in my Hand, and mingling with 
the Crowd of your Petitioners and Clients. ou ſee al- 
ready, Sir, that I don't intend to addreſs you in the Stile 
and Fuſtian of the Rank of common Dedicators; I come 
like aplain downright Briton, to preſent Jon Wah: the 
Character of an Ambitions, Corrupt, Wicked Miniſter, be- 
cauſe you are a Mighty Miniſter your ſelf: In reading it 
which I don't doubt but you will do, with.your u ual 
Temper and Moderation, and with as great an Eye to the 
Intereſt of your Countty, and the Honour of your Sove- 
reign, as you have had in every Part of your ConduQ, 
you may, perhaps find Circumſtances enough in it to lead 
= to the Knowledge of the Original, or at leaſt of a 

an very like him. 
In this Dedication, I aſcribe no Quality to you which 
you do not poſleſs ; 1 enter into no Genealogical Ac- 
count of the Antiquity of your Family, and Atchieve- 
ments of your Anceſtors; I make uſe of no indirect 
Means to infinuate to Great Britain, that ſhe enjoys no 
Bleſſing or Advantage, but what flows directly thro” the 
Canal of your Adminiſtration; nor even breathes but 
by your Pains and Vigilance for her Safety: Theſe things 
1 know you abhor to hear, as much as you do all fulſum 


Panegyricks on your Generoſity, in neglecting your own 


2 Intereſt, and poſtponing it to the Good of the 
Publick, as well as all extravagant Hyperbole's on your 
Abilities in the Art of Governing, and the Depth of your 
Politicks, in keeping ſeveral foreign Courts in Depend- 
wes: To keep myſelf entirely within the Probable, Oy 
N N $45 Hy n 5 9 no 


2 Dedicator, 


DEDICATION „ 


ot to launch out into the Marvellous, I laviſh away no 
hetorick, either on your perſonal Forage ſhewn to 
your Enemies, or your Humility to your Inferiors, or 
your Benevolence to Mankind in general, or your Con- 
deſcenſion to thoſe who differ from you in their Senti- 
ments concerning the Intereſt of the Nation; or, where 
you ſhine moſt, your Juſtice and Impartiality, in advan- 
cing worthy qualified Men to publick Employments, 
inſtead of your own z#meriting Relations, All theſe 
copious 8 ubjects of Oratory I purpoſely omit, as being 
controverted Points, which more properly fall under the 
Cognizance of Great Britain, whoſe future Happineſs, 
or Miſery, whoſe Liberty or Slavery, ſeems now to de- 
pend entirely upon the Events which are to be 88 
from a Conduct that has drawn the Eyes of all Europe 
upon it, and is become the Wonder and Surprize of all 
Men of common Senſe. 
By this Method, I may, perhaps, paſs for a very un- 
in the Opinion of a certain Sett of 
eople; but to make me amends for ſuch a Misfortune, 
I know I ſhall be look'd upon by every body, your ſelf 
not even excepted, to be a very ſincere, impartial, fear- 
leſs one, and, upon that Account, I promiſe myſelf as 
many Readers as there are Well-wiſhers to their Country. 
You cannot but be ſenſible Sir, that there is no Cha- 
racter in Life, in which a free People are ſo much in- 
tereſted, as in that of a Miniſter of State, fince their very 
Fate, in a great Meaſure, depends upon his Probity, or 
his Corruption: There is no Character ſo amiable, nor 
yet one ſo deteſtable, juſt according to the Uſe he makes 
of his Power. A Miniſter is certainly the moſt impor- 
tant Man in a Nation, becauſe he is chief Counſellor to 
his Sovereign, and but too often his Oracle. According 
to the Influence he has over his Maſter, he difpoſes of the 
Hopes, the ExpeQations, the Properties, the Liberties, 
and even the Lives of Millions of ſometimes much bet- 
ter Men than himſelf. If he is a juſt, vigilant, able 
Stateſman, no Praiſes, no Thanks, no Rewards can be 
ſufficient for the Pains he muſt neceſſarily be at, and the 
honeſt Services he daily renders to his Country, becauſe 
he has ſo many ſtrong Temptations to act otherwiſe. 
But if he is corrupt, mercenary, avaricious, or ignorant 
in his Buſineſs, there ought to be no Medium, no Mer- 
ey in his Puniſhment; the greateſt a Nation can inflict up- 
pn him is by much too ſmall for his Crimes. His Igno- 
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VI DEDICATION. 
tance may be as deſtruQive as his Perfidiouſneſs, and the 
Jatter in Proportion to the Truſt his Country repoſes in 
him: His Guilt in doing Evil is aggravated by the Oppor- 
tunity he has, and the Obligation he is under, of doin 
Good. Yet notwithſtanding this inconteſtable Truth, 
ſome Princes think themſelves obliged to protect their 
Miniſters right or wrong, from the Reſentments of their 
People. I remember to have read, in the Letter to 
Mr. Law, upon his Arrival in London, a Paſſage which 

J hope will never be made a Precedent of in Great Britain, 
tho“ I can't deny but that it was praQiſed with Juſtice + 
enough in France. The Duke Regent (ſays the inge- 
« nious Author of that Letter) who knew better than 
© any Man what Meaſures the Comptroller general had 
% adviſed or oppoſed, and who conſequently was the 
6 beſt, and, indeed, the only Judge of his true Demerits, 
« with aReſolution, worthy the Imitation of all Princes 
« who would be well ſerved, protected his Miniſter from 
« the Fury of the Populace. 

Mr. Law's Caſe was very different from that of any 
other Miniſter; and it was certainly generous in the 
Regent to protect him: But I would not have this Au- 
thor's Doctrine become at any time kereafter a Stand- 
ing Maxim of Policy at St. James; on the contrary, 
J would, to prevent ſo fatal an Event, have it ſtigmati- 
zed in time with the utmoſt Marks of Infamy, that ſome 
future King may not be miſled and betrayed, by it, into 
a Belief, that he is obliged in Honour to protect a Mi- 
niſter, whoſe Crimes have rendered him a Diſgrace to 
his Country, and odious to Mankind. This Principle, 
if it gains ground, may be attended with Conſequences 
very fatal to the Britiſß Liberties, to the Britiſp Com- 
merce, and, in a Word, to all thoſe few remaining Ad- 
vantages, which, no Thanks to our Enemies, or falſe 
Friends, are yet peculiar to Britons. - 75 pl 

It may ſome time or other happen, as it has already 
happened, that Britain may fee a Prince on her Throne, 
_ may think bimſelf very well ſerved when the Nation finds 
it ſelf very ill ſed. If ſuch a Prince ſhould really be- 
lieve himſelf obliged in Honour to protect his Miniſter 
in all his Plunder and Rapine; if he ſhould ſhare with him 
in the Spoil, and join his own Natural Inclination and 
particular Intereſt to what he ſees an eſtabliſhed Maxim 
and Principle of Honour, the Liberties of Britain would 
be ig a very precarious Condition; they would be inſenti- - 


bly 
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bly ſapped and undermined, if the Miniſter ſhould either 
be a mettled, pn ag en Fellow himſelf, or have ſuch 
a Man behind the Curtain to encourage and ditect him. 
Should ſuch a Director be a Foreigner, and bred up in 
the Exerciſe of arbitrary Power abroad, we need not ex- 
pe& any Bowels in him for our Conſtitution ; the Lords 
and Commons would, in Proceſs of Time, become of 
little uſe; they would be laid aſide by Degrees, as imper- 
tinent Gloggs upon the Royal Prerogative: A Miniſter 
alone would lay Taxes full as well, and a Standing Army 
levy them full as expeditiouſly as an AQ of Parliament. 
Nothing, in ſuch a Caſe, would prevent our falling into 
downright Slavery, but that Courage and Reſolution 
with which Britain has ſo fortunately exerted her ſelf 
upon ſome memorable Occaſions, and, I hope, will 
always do ſo in time, before the Thruſt comes too home 
upon her, to parry it. 

But, Sir, I would not have it inferr'd from what I 
have ſaid, that I think a King ſhould, upon every light 
Occaſion, deliver up his Miniſter to the Fury of the 
Populace; to do ſo, would be the Height of Cruelty 
and ill Policy: No, Sir, all I contend for in this Argu- 
ment is, that when the Nation is univerſally diſlatisfied 
with the Conduct of a Miniſter! when his Malverſati- 
ons ſeem flagrant ! when his Actions appear notoriouſly 
ſcandalous and deſtruQive of the publick Welfare! when 
the Vox Populi calls for Juſtice, and the Cry for Puniſh- 
ment grows loud and importunate! it is then that a 
Britiſh King ſhould ſhew his Wiſdom and Care of his 
own Family, by making appear his Love for his People, 
and his Concern for their Intereſt; he ſhould, in my 
humble Opinion, immediately diveſt his Favourite of his 
Power; he ſhould turn him out of his Poſt, and leave 
him to the Law. When that is done, true Patriots will 
attack, him with Courage, and ſtand in no Dread of the 
Royal Diſpleaſure for doing ſo; if the Miniſter has any 
Penſioners in either Houſe of Parliament, thoſe Penſio- 
ners will leave him to ſtand or fall by the Juſtice or In- 
juſtice of his Cauſe. Men that are capable of ſelling their 
Country for Bribes, are as capable of turning ungrateful, 
in time of Diſprace, to thoſe who bribed them. The Mi- 
niſter, thus left alone, will only find himſelf in that Caſe 
of which no honeſt Man was ever yet afraid: If he's 
innocent of what he ſtands accuſed, notwithſtanding 


Appearances againſt him, he will be publickly acquitted 
beforg 
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before all the World, and return to his Maſter's Eſteem 
Favour, atid Confidence, with Honour and Triumph : 
But if he is really guilty, all his Villainies will then be 
brought ro Light upon his Trial, the Nation will be 
ſaved from his treaſonable Deſigns, the King will ſtand 
altogether blameleſs in the Eyes of his People; nay, the 
People will adore their Sovereign, while the Law is puniſh- 
ing his Miniſter, according to the Notoriety of his Crimes. 

This, Sir Robert, I take to be a very impartial Way 
of Reaſoning, and very wholeſome honeſt Advice; 
which every Prince, wheſe Will is not the Law of the 
Nation he governs, will, in the main, find it his Inte- 
reſt and greateſt Secutity to follo x. 

But Politicks apart for a few Moments. 

When I firſt ſat down to the following Piece, I in- 
tended to keep as clofe to my Author as poſſible, and 
try if I could mend the two former Tranſlations of Tele- 
mac has; had I been ſucceſsful, I was reſolved to go 
thro* the whole Sixteen Books; but I quickly found I 
ſhould fall very ſhort of thoſe Gentlemen who have 
tranſlated them already, The Archbiſhop of Cambray 
was inimitable while he lived, and ftill continues fo; 
and all thoſe who endeavour to turn him into Exglifs, 
will, beſides that Difficulty, find another invincible one, 
of our Language being inferior to the French for- thoſe 
ſort of Compoſitions. However, not being diſcouraged 
ſo far as to give over a Deſign which I thought very uſe- 
ful to the Publick, I reſolved, in ſpite of all Obſtacles, 
to put the Characters of Proteſilaus and Timocrates in ſuch 
a Light, and give them ſuch a Turn, as might render 
them more intelligible and uſeful to an Eagliſh Reader. 
To this End, I ventured to paraphraſe where-1 could not 
tranſlate, and ſupply ſuch Places as I thought the Arch- 
biſhop had left, or rather Time had rendered, a little 


defective. 


I cannot ſubſcribe to the Opinion of ſome ill · natur'd 
injudicious Criticks, who call his Tele mac hus a Satire up- 
on the late French King and his Miniſters ; nothing can 
be more maliciouſly ridiculous than ſuch a Charge agdinſt 
him. The Archbiſhop was knowfi to be a ſtrict Mors- 
liſt, and a great Lover of Mankind; befides the Luſtre 
and Nobility of his Family, he was Preceptor ro the 
Princes of Fance; he had great Obligations to the King, 
and was a Perſon of Honour and Gratitude, as well as 
a Man of Senſe and Piety. Can any one then 5 
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that he would write a Libel upon his Sovereign, when 
he ſaw him adored by all his People? or a Satyr upon 
his Miniſters, when France was in her utmoſt Grandeur, 
and her Aﬀairs in the moſt proſperous and flouriſhing 
Condition by their Adminiſtration? Beſides, Sir, France 
has very ſeldom had the Misfortune, which England ſo 


| frequently groans under, of being governed by mercenary, 


vile, ignorant, haughty Miniſters. 

Louis the Great was not to be ſerved in ſuch a Man- 
ner; he was greater in nothing, than in the Care he had 
to gain the AﬀeCtions of his People; nor did he ſhew 
his Care more in any thing than in the Choice of his Mi- 
niſters. A good King, I confeſs, may ſometimes be ſur- 
prized into the Choice of a bad Miniſter ; but a bad King 
never employs a good one: Such a Miniſter is not for his 
Purpoſe. The Graud Monarque, as the French juſtly 
call him, was as acceflible as the meaneſt Perſon in his 
Kingdom ; his Court, even his Bed-chamber was always 
open to his Subjects, if they had any Complaints to make. 
It is true, he was abſolute, and would be obeyed, and 
why not? Such were then, and ſuch are (till the Laws 
of France. But he never made uſe of his abſolute Power 
to encourage Injuſtice or Corruption in his Miniſters, 
or ſhelter them from the Reſentments of the Nation, if 
they deſerv'd them, which l don't find they ever did; for 
I think it may be ſaid for the Honour, as well as the Hap- 
pineſs of Frauce, that her Miniſters have generally made 
it their Endeavour to ſignalize themſelves by their Duty 
to their Prince, and Zeal to aggrandize their Country; 
witneſs the Condition France is in at preſent, notwith- 
ſtanding all her Misfortunes and Diſappointments, when 
almoſt all the Powers of Exrope were confederated to- 
gether againſt her. In ſhort, it was remarked in the Reign 
of Louis XIV. 90s believe the Remark may (til! ſtand 
good) that the French enjoyed more real Liberty under 
their abſolute Monarch, than ſome People in Europe, 
who were perpetually boalting of their Freedom, did 
under their limited one. So that, to return to the Arch- 
biſhop, thoſe who ſay he was exil'd from Court upon 
Account of his Book, know 1 of the Matter, It 
is no more than a fine Piece of Morality, and, I may 
venture to ſay, the beſt that has ever been writ, in which 
Perſons of all Ranks and Couditions of Life may learn 
what all the World ought to endeavour to be, Vittuous, 
Brave, and Honeſt, But it 8 be an endleſs Took, 

an 
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and ſo much above my Strength, to enter into all the 
Beauties and due Commendation of the Adventures of 
TELEMACHUS, that I ſhall be wiſer than to attempt what 
every body has hitherto miſcarried in: All I ſhall do, ac- 
cording to the Duty of modern Prefaces or Dedications, 
which you pleaſe, is to ſay ſomething of the Characters 
contained in the following Sheets. 

To begin with Idomeneus, as the primum Mobile of the 
whole Machine (for it is generally, tho* not always 
ſome Fault or Weakneſs in the King that makes a bad 
Miniſter) we ſee him removed out of his own Country, 
and placed on a Throne, which neither he nor any of 
his Anceſtors had once any Thoughts of ever poſſeſſing: 
He is repreſented as brave in his Perſon, forward in War, 
and a Prince form'd for Victory. With theſe Accom- 
pliſhments he would certainly make an excellent King, 
if Proteſilaus did not miſlead him. Notwithſtanding all 
his Virtues, we find him the Scourge of his People, by 
the Power he gives his Favourite over them; while he 
affects to become arbitrary and terrible to his Subjects, 
he makes himſelf a Slave to his Miniſter. © When 
« a King, ſays Mentor to Telemachus in the 15th Book, 
« accuſtoms himſelf to no other Law than his own Will, 
and gives a Looſe to his Paſſions, he aſſumes a Power 
* to do every thing, and can do every thing; but, by 
„ {training that Power too high, he ſaps, at the ſame 
« time, the very Foundations of his Throne: He has 
« no longer any certain Rule, or eſtabliſh'd Maxims of 
« Government: He makes himſelf a Prey to Flatterers: 
He ceaſes to command a free People, and becomes a 
« Tyrant over Slaves. Who is it then that will venture 
« to tell him the Truth? Every body gives Way; wiſe 
„Men fly from the Court, they hide themfelves, they 
e groan in ſecret over the dying Liberties of their Coun- 
« try. Nothing but a ſudden and violent Revolution 
« can bring back Things into their own natural Chan- 
© nel, and reduce the King within the Bounds of that 
« Law which he has broken thro'; very often the At- 
« tempt, which is only deſigned to bring him to Reaſon, 
« proves fatal to him, and ends in his Deſtruction. 
” Nothing threatens him ſo much with an unfortunate 
« Cataſtrophe, as that very Authority which he abuſes, 
« and gives too great a Scope to: Like a Bow bent too 
„ far, it breaks and flies, if you do not immediately 
e unbend it. Iadomene us is, in himſelf, thoroughly pu 
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« and virtuous; but by this bewitching Thirſt after ab- 
« ſolute Power, which (deluded Prince!) he only poſ- 
« ſefs'd in Imagination, while Proteſilaus really exer- 


„ cis'd jt in Perſon, he would have tumbled himſelf 


« out of his Throne before he had been undeceived, if 
« the Gods had not thought fit to ſend us to diſabuſe 
&« him, and ſhew him the Conſequence of that blind ex- 


« travagant Authority which he ſo much affected, and 


« which is ſo contrary to the Right and Nature of a 
« free-born People to ſubmit to Even ſomething like 
Miracles was neceſſary to open his Eyes. 

I believe you will grant me, Sir Rober?, that the Arch- 
biſhop never was more in the right, than in this Expreſſion : 
You are ſo well verſed in the Britiſh Affairs, that no Man 
knows better than you do, that it requires even ſomething 
more than Miracles, to open the Eyes of an infatuated, 
betray'd Prince, and ſave him from his Miniſter. King 
James II. had more than Miracles laid before him; he had 
the Truth ſhewn him in her own naked Colours, but all 
tono Purpoſe; his Miniſter was too many for his Friends, 
That poor Prince was punctually inform'd of every Step 
the Duteh made towards his Ruin; that they were actu- 
ally arming to dethrone him, and diſpoſſeſs a Race which 
had been * ſcepter'd in Europe above Three Thouſand 
Years, if we can credit our beſt Antiquaries. He ſaw 
them preparing to invade his Dominions, to bring War 
and DeſtruQion into the Bowels of his Country; he had 
Offers of timely and ſufficient Aſſiſtance from Fraxce ; 
but his Fate was irreverſible; he rejected every thing, and 
ſmarted at laſt for his Incredulity. When a Prince is 
devoted to Ruin, all Advice, all Warnings, all former 


Examples, are of no Uſe to him; he ſhuts his Eyes and 


Ears to every thing, but the evil Counſel of thoſe ver 

Men who are actually betraying him. I ſhall conclude 
this Paragraph, without making any further RefleQions 
on the Character of Idomeneus. It is the preſent Hap- 
pineſs of Great Britain to have reap'd this Advantage 
from the Misfortune of King James, that, as far as hu- 
man Prudence can provide for her Safety, her Laws have 
now ſecured her from the Attempts of her Kings, ſhould 
they entertain arbitrary Deſigns againſt her Liberry, by 
providing Pyniſhments for ſuch wicked Miniſters, who 
are ſo unnatural to their Country, as to adviſe them to 


® Firſt in Galicia, then in Ireland; afterwards in Scotland, and laſſ 


in England, ; 
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it, and then fooliſh enough to think to ſhelter themſelves 
under an Ad of Grace, from the Rage and Indignation 
of an injur'd People: A People as tenacious of their 
Liberty, as loyal to their Prince, while he makes no 
Encroachments upon it! EATS; 
Proteſilans, Sir, is the next Character I ſhall confider, 
becauſe it has furniſhed Mentor with ſuch beautiful and 
nervous Arguments, in expoſing the Artifices and Vil- 
lainy of that harden'd Traitor to his Country: Argu- 
ments! which every Briton ought to make his Children 
learn by Heart, as the Touchſtone by which to try their 
Miniſters of State for the future. Conſidering that the 
Archbiſhop lived in a Nation, whoſe greateſt Felicity, 
as I have already obſerved, has been, for theſe fixty Years 
paſt, to have Miniſters zealous for the Honour and In- 
tereft of their Country: Conſidering that he ſaw no Ex- 
amples of Bribery and Corruption amongſt them, for 
which ſome of ours have been publickly ſtigmatixed and 
puniſhed: Conſidering that he was a Stranger to the 
Methods that have been uſed, this Century, in ſome 
Places in Europe, of purchaſing Votes, and bribing Men 
by Penfions and infamous Gratifications, to ſell the Honour 
and Intereſt of their Country to foreign Schemes and De- 
ſigns, and conſent to the loading their Principals with new 
Burthens and extraordinary Taxes, under the Notios of 
Secret Services, 20 raiſe Money for the Bribes and Penſi- 
ons they receive for this infamons Traffick : Conſideting, 
I ſay, that he ſaw none of theſe things, nor of a great 
many more clandeſtine Actions, which I omit mentioning 
at preſent, to avoid Prolixity, I am aſtoniſhed how he 
could give us ſo compleat a Pifture of a thorow-pac'd 
Knave, as he has done in his Miniſter Proteſi laut. If 
you ſay, that I have added to it, and helped him out by 
my own Obſervations upon that Species of Public“ 
Robbers; Don't miſtake me, Sir, I mean none but Evil 
Miniſters: | can anſwer, that I have done little more 
than retouch it in ſuch Places where I thought the Co- 
lours were grown a little too weak for the Age we live 
in: All the maſterly Strokes are the Archbiſhop's; I 
can pretend to nothing but ſome of the Drapery at moſt. 
imocrates is another extraordinary Character in its 
kind, but not altogether ſo applicable in all its Parts, 
tho' in ſome it may, as that of Prozeſilans; for I don't 
read, that any of our Secretaries of State ever took up- 
on thein the execrable Office of an Aſſaſſin (whey the 
Lal i 1 aws 


any in the Kingdom, tho' but a Moment before 
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Laws were not ſtrained, by forc'd Conſttuctions, to give 
a Sanction to Murder and Slaughter) tho' they have 
ſtoop'd to Drudgeries altogether as infamous, and much 
more deſtructive to their Country. Wherefore | haſten 
from Timocratet, as a diſcarded Underſtrapper, and pro- 
ceed to Hegeſipprs. 
As ſoon as that Conrtier receives Orders from the 
King to ſeize Protefilaus, and carry him to the Iſle of 
Samos, he then can be as good and as bold a any 977 as 
e was 

an errant Knave and Coward ; a Knave, in concealing 
ſo long from his Sovereign what he then revealed with 
ſo many aggravating Circumſtances: A Coward, if not 
a Traytor, in not venturing his own Life, as it is ever 
Subject's Duty to do, te reſcxe his Prince out of the Hand: 
of a Villain that is wiſibly betraying him, and contriviu 
his Ruin. For my Part, had l been upon Feltan's Jury, 
I ſhould have been much more inclined to acquit, than 
bring him in Guilty of Murder, for delivering his Coun- 
try from the ambitious and enflaving Deſigns of the 
Coney Duke of. Buckingham. 

Phzlocles is a ſhining Character; and had a certain 
Engliſp Nobleman been baniſhed his Country, as well as 


turned out of the Command of the Navy, and been Con- 


temporary with the Archbiſhop, I believe all Mankind 
would have thought that his Grace had him in his Eye, 
when he drew the chief Strokes of it. If there is any 


thing to be objected to this Character, it is the Damp 


it ſtrikes on the braveſt and loyaleſt Men, to fee Cou- 
rage, Conduct, Loyalty, Integrity, and all the Virtues 
that entitle a Man to the Favour of his Prince, and the 
Notice and Acknowledgment of his Country, made the 
very Inſtruments to ruin the Poſſeſſor of them, and 
trampled under Foot, to glut the Cruelty, and gtatify 
the Ambition of an infolent Favourite. 

Sir, I believe begin to grow tedious, and conſequent- 
ly very troubleſome to you; wherefore | haſten ro con- 
clude with a few Reflections on the Character of Men- 
tor. If the ſublime Author is inimitable, and conſiſtent 
with himſelf throughout the whole Piece, it is in this 
Character that I may ſay he is truly in his own Sphere, 
and works with Satisfaction and Delight. When he is 
drawing CharaQters, in which human Nature has no 
Honour, but rather Diſgrace and Infamy, we find him 
in Pain; he ſuffers in every Sentence: But when he has 
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an Opportunity of ſhewing the advantageous Side of the 
Picture; when he is diſplaying in that admirable Piece 
the Beauties of Loyalty to our King, Love to our Coun- 
try, Steadineſs and Reſolution in ſupporting its Intereſt, 
Benevolence and Compaſſion to our. Fellow- creature; 
Courage in Diſtreſs; Conſtancy in conjugal Affection; 
Fidelity and Generoſity in Friendſhip; and above all, 
the Duties of Religion; it is then he ſoars to thoſe hea- 
venly Manſions from whence he was certainly inſpired ; 
from whence he received that Grace which has ſo juſtly 
acquired him the CharaQter of as true a Friend, as loyal a 
Subject, as humble a Man, as devout a Chriſtian, and 
as good a Prelate, as any Age has yet produced. In 
drawing Minerva, he had no more to do, than to ſit 
to himſelf. It is then as little Wonder, that in Mentor 
we ſee the Picture of Meſſire Frangois de Salignac de la 
Motte Fenelon, as I am humbly of Opinion it would be 
to find that of Mentor in the Honourable WILLIAM 
PuLTENEx, Eſq; ſhould Great Britain, in our Days, 
be curſed with a Proteſilaus. | 
I conclude this Dedication with a hearty Wiſh, that, 
for the Good of Mankind in general, all evil Miniſters 
of State, of what Nation ſoever, may very ſpeedily be 
made publick Examples, to terrify their Succeſlors from 
copying their Villainies. There is not. any thing, I aſ- 
ſure you, Sir, that could rejoice me ſo much, except 
that of ſeeing Great Britain effectually ſecured from the 
latent Deſigns of ſome of her pretended Friends, Were 
I allow'd the Liberty of an Exgliſb Preſs, that I might 
ſpeak freely to my Country, without Interruption or 
Danger to my ſelf abroad, or at leaſt to the Printer at 
Home, I believe I could plainly ſhew how much thoſe 
latent Deſigns may affect her Commerce, and how ne- 
_ ceſlary it is for her to be put upon her Guard againſt them. 
But you mult not expect any private Advice of this Na- 
ture from me; you know that I have very little Reaſon 
to believe you to be my Friend, and much leſs to put my 
ſelf into your Power, by entering into any ſecret Cor- 
reſpondence with you, upon any Account or Pretence 
whatſoever. What I have to ſay muſt be publick; and 
if you generouſly afford me the Means to explain myſelf 
in that manner, I ſhall think myſelf obliged, for the fu- 
ture, to be, by way of Acknowledgment, S I X, 
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EN To R's Advice has all the good Effects on Idome- 
neus and his diſcontented Kingdom that could poſſibly 
be expected from the perplex d Situation in which be 

tound the publick Affairs at his Arrival. The King had bis Eyes 

open d, at laft, to the Danger into which this crafty, inſolent 

Miniſter had led him, The People are joy fully ſurprized with 

a Change as ſudden as it was unhoped for, in that Condition 

which had been ſo grievous to them for ſa many Years; and, 

but a few Days before, was thought to be incurable. Trade lifts 
up her long dejected, drooping Head, and begins to flouriſh 
again in the City, while Agriculture ſmiles, and adorns the 

Country, The Manufacturer and Artificer now ſee their Hands 

once again full of Buſineſs, and find that Employment which they 

ſo lately deſpaired of: The Farmer toils and ſweats no more to 
raiſe Supplies out of: the Bowels of the Earth, for that heavy 

Land-Tax with which the Miniſter had ſo long burthen'd the No- 

bility and Gentry; he now labours for bimſelf and his Family: 

The Merchant tranſports abroad the Surplus of that Abundance 
which cannot be conſumed at Home, and, by his profitable Re- 
turns, enriches both City and Country: Thoſe Bands of Street- 

Robbers, and Swarms of miſerable Objects which had ſo long in- 
feſted Salentum, to the Diſgrace of the Nation, and Surprize of 
all Europe, diſappear entirely; The Cauſe being removed, the Effect 
ceaſe; ; Plenty, Eaſe, and Satisfaction, are ſeen in every Face, and 
the happy Salentines now become the Envy, as they had been, 
but too long before, the Prey of ſome tranſmarine States, their 
pretended Friends ard Allies. 

Thoſe States had all along profeſſed a more than ordinary 

Fricadſhip for Idornentws and his Family, in particular, tho' their 
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ancient hereditary Averſion and Ingratitude to the Cretan, in 
neral had been but too notorious upon numberleſs Occaſions. 
hey pretended a warm and very uncommon Concern for the 
Safety of his new Settlement, and, under that ſpecious Bait, had 
taken Advantage of the Perplexity of his Affairs, as well as of 


the corrupt Adminiſtration of bis Minifter, who was entirely 


their Creature: They had, partly by the Ignorance, but much 
more by the Connivance of that wicked Agent of theirs, inſen- 
fibly engroſſed to themſelves the moſt valuable Branches of the 
Trade of Salentum, and laid deep Deſigns againſt the few that 
were left. After ſo much Succeſs, and ſuch promiſing Views 
ſtill in Reſerve, they begin to be alarmed at the Progreſs of Mentor; 
they look upon him witb an evil Eye, as the only Obſtacle to 
their future Hopes of further Encroachments; they uſe their ut- 
moſt Efforts to deſtroy him, in order to preſerve and ſupport 
the Man who is daily rendering them ſuch important Services, 
and ſacrificing his Country to the Bribes they ſend him. 

But Idomeneus, as if awaken'd out of a Dream, or rather mi- 
raculouſly recover'd from a Lethargy, looks with Indignation 
upon that Slavery in which Flatterers and Sycophants bad fo long 
kept him; become wiſe, by Mentor's good Inſtructions and Advice, 
he makes ſerious and uſeful Reflections upon the unhappy Con- 
dition into which his perfidious Minifter had inſaared him. He 
views with Terror and Amazement the dangerous Precipice 


upon Which he ſtood, and ſees with Agony how near he was 


the Hearts of his People. He now finds that thoſe Men, 
in whom he ſolely confided, had, upon all Occaſions, induſtri- 
ouſly conceal'd the Truth from him, and let him know no more 
of his own Affairs than what they knew how to apply to their 


- own Intereſt, and make neceſſary for the carrying on their 


mercenary Defigns, But this malignant Cloud being thus hap- 
pily 3 2 Mentors Wiſdom and Courage, Idameneus begins 
to think, to ſpeak, to act like a King, who glories in bein 

called the Father of his People. He looks with Extaſy — 
Gratitude upon his generous Deliverer, he claſps him in his Arms, 
he embraces bim, he preſſes him clofe to bis Breaſt: How much 
am I indebted to the Gods! (cries. he) for ſending ſo wiſe, fo 
ſincere, ſo intrepid a Friend to my Relief! Yes, my dear Mentor, 
you have broke thro' a Crowd of Difficulties to come at me, 
and ſnatch me out of the Hands of thoſe domeſtick Enemies, who 
had ſo long beſieged me, and kept me their Priſoner; you have 
opened my Eyes to thoſe Errors and Illuſions in which I was, 
in a manner, quite buried; you ſhew me things as they really 
are; and I am forced to acknowledge with Shame, Confuſion 
and Remorſe, that evil Counſel has been the Cauſe of all the 
Misfortunes of my Life, and the Miſeries of my People. But 
what do. I fay! No, I, my ſelf have rather been the Cauſe of 


them, in ſuffering the audacious Wretch that gave it, to impoſe 


upon 
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upon me ſo long, in letting him abuſe that Rezſon and Under“ 
ſtanding which the Gods had given me for the Government of 
my People. Hear then, O Mentor, my melancholly Hiſtory ; you 
will find it a clear Demonſtration of the Truth of your own 
Maxims; it will afford you an ample, but frightful View of the 
Condition of thoſe Kings, who ſupinely let their Miniſters be- 


come their Maſters ; who heap Favours and Benefits upon the 


Wicked, to the univerſal Diſſatisfaction and Diſguſt of the Good. 
PrROTESILAUS has the Advantage of me in Years. Of all 
my Court he was the Perſon whom I thought fitteſt for my 
Service; for tho* he is naturally proud, ſhameleſs and inſolent, 
yet it was for thoſe very Qualities that I took a Liking to him; 
I miſtook them for Courage, Innocence, and Greatneſs of Soul. 
He thoroughly ſtudied my Iuclinations; he uſed all imaginable 
Arts to make himſelf agreeable to me; he gave into all my Plea. 


ſures, to which his Genius was ever fertile in making Addi- 


tions, and inventing ſuch as I never thought of before, He 
flattered my Paſſions, and puſhed the Gratification of them to 
the higheſt Pitch. Honeſt, virtuous, and learned Men he baniſhed 
from my Court, and filled the City with Buffoons, Dancers, 
Players, Singers, and Muſick-Girls, from all the Parts of Europe 
moſt celebrated for Lewdneſs. He promoted Luxury, and en- 
deayoured to encourage it by his own Example, purpoſely to 
debauch the Nobility, firft into Extravagance, and then into Po- 
verty, that they might become his Penſioners and Dependants. 
He induftriouſly kept me involved in perpetual Quarrels and 
Miſunderſtandings with Princes, whoſe Friendſhip and Alliance 
was abſolutely neceſſary for my true Iatereſt: but alas! I did 
not underſtand it, or rather did not ſuffer my ſelf to look into 
it, Under the Pretext of ſupporting theſe Quarrels of his own 
making, vaſt Sums were raiſed upon my People, and a great 
Part of them imbezzled, and applied to his own particular Uſe, 
under the Notion of SECRET SERVICES; by theſe and the 
like Methods, he is become rich, and has raiſed his Family and 
Relations from mean obſcure Circumſtances, to overtop the an- 
cient Nobility and Gentry of my Kingdom, He has alſo Brothers 
almoſt as rich, and full as inſolent as bimſelf. He harraſſed my 
Subjects every Year with exorbitant and unneceſſary Taxes; 
and as. often as he was called upon to give an Account of the 
Publick Treaſure, thoſe pretended Secret Services frequently 
ſerved him for a Subterfuge; where they did not, he made 4 
Property of my Clemency and Confidence to wouch for, and ſcreen him. 
Several foreign Princes received conſiderable yearly Sums, upon 
Pretence of having a certain Number of Troops in Readineſs 
for my Service, which I never was likely to haye Occafion to 


employ. Thus, while be burthen'd my People with thoſe Royał 


Penſioners, he was himſelf a Penſionsr to them, by way of Gra- 
tification, and aggrandized — by all the unlawful _— 
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he could think of, upon the Blood and Vitals of the Publick : 
In the mean time, I ſhared very little more of the Spoil with 
him, than the Murmurs of my Subjects. 

That he might rule, or rather reign without a Rival, he very 
artfully made me begin to ſuſpect 4 Nobleman of my Court, 
for whom I ba] alſo a very great Friendſhip. Philocles (for that 
was his me was as remarkable for his Courage, as his other 
extraordinary Virtues; he had a noble and generous Soul, was 
courteous in his Behaviour, and moderate in his Defires; he 
fear'd the Gods, and plac'd true Greatneſs, not in gaping after 
Titles, and graſping at Riches, but in ſubduing his Pafſions, and 
avoiding every thing that was baſe and unworthy of an honeſt 
Man. He ſpoke —_ to me of my Faults; and when he durſt 
not ſpeak to me, his Silence and melancholly Air ſufficiently ex- 
plained: what he had a Mind to reproach me with, I was ex- 
treamly pleaſed with this Sincerity in the Beginning, and I often 
proteſted and promiſed that I would hear him with Confidence and 
Approbation, as long as Ilived, I had been happy, Mentor, had I 
kept my Word, and followed his Advice. He ſhewed me what 
Iought todo, and how I ought to reign, if I had a Mind to tread 
in the Steps of my Great Grandfather Minos, and become the 
Delight of my People, by making them happy. He had a pro- 
found Wiſdom, and a conſummate Experience of Men and Things, 
his Maxims were wiſe and juſt, his Counſel friendly and faithful ; 
and this is a Truth which I am every Day more and more con- 
vinced of, Proteſilaus is the very Reverſe of Philocles; for, be- 
fides his natural Pride and Inſolence, he has ſuch a Complication 
of oppoſite Vices, as I have never yet met with in any other 
Man, He is as much hated for his Ambition, as deſpiſed for his 
Cowardiſe; he is jealous of every one but the Perſon whom he 
ought moſt to be jealous of; he is as ſcandalouſlyjmercenary and 
avaritious, as profuſely prodigal and extravagant; He is, in his 
Nature, the meaneſt, pooreſt thing in my Kingdom, and has the 
Vanity to aim at being the — Man in it. However, with 
all theſe Vices, his Artifices entirely got the better of me at laſt, 
and 1 began to take a Diſlike to Philocles. The latter, altogether 
unconcerned for his own Intereſt, let his Enemy prevail over 
him; he was fatisfied with telling me the Truth, as often as I 
was diſpoſed to hear it; like a true Friend, he ſought my Good, 
without coveting any of my Riches, or paying Court to my 
Fortune. | 

Proteſilaus perſuaded me inſenſibly, that he was of a peeviſh 
proud Spirit; that he criticiz'd all my Actions; that he ask'd no 
Favours, becauſe he was too haughty to receive any from me, 
and aſpired to the Character of a Man that was above all Ho- 
nours. He added, that if Philocles talk'd of my Faults with ſo 
much Freedom to my Face, he ſpoke of them to others with 
the ſame Liberty behind my Back; that he took all Occations — 


rl 


let People know how little Eſteem he had for me; and that in 


thus leſſening my Reputation, he endeavoured to raiſe the Value 
of his own. I could not give entirely into the Sentiments of 
Proteſilaus, nor ſwallow, at once, all the Poiſon he had prepar'd 
for me. True Virtue carries a Candour and Ingenuity with it, 
which cannot be counterfeited, and in which we cannot be de- 
ceived, when we look upon it with Attention. Nevertheleſs, I 
began to grow heartily tired of the Sincerity and Firmneſs with 
which Phulocles daily laid my Weakneſſes before me. The Com- 
placency of Proteſilaus, and bis inexhauſtible Induſtry, in invent- 
ing new Amuſements to divert me, made me reliſh with leſs 
Patience the Auſterity of the other. But Proteſilaus did not think 


this Victory ſufficient ; he rather look'd upon himſelf to be, in 


ſome meaſure, defeated, becauſe I did not abſolutely believe every 
thing he ſaid againſt his Enemy; he therefore took a Reſolution 
to ſpeak to me no more in that Strain, but rather to perſuade 
me by ſomething much ſtronger than al! his Words, 

Behold, Mentor, to what Lengths a knaviſh Miniſter is capable 
of carrying his Villainy, when he has a Deſign, either to ruin 
his Maſter, or make him entirely his Ward. Behold the Method 
which Proteſilaus took to gain his Point, to deſtroy Philocles, and 
to deceive me compleatly, He adviſed me to give Philocles the 
Command of the Fleet that was deſigned againſt the Carpathians, 
The better to perſuade me to it, You know, ſays be, that I 
cannot be ſuſpected either of Flattery or Friendſhip in the Praiſes 
I give him, I confeſs that he has Courage, and a Genius for 
War, He will ſerve you in that Command better than any body 
I know, and I ſhall always prefer your Intereſt and Service be- 


fore the Gratification of my own Reſentments. I was charmed 


to find ſuch Virtue and Juſtice in the Soul of Proteſilaus, to whom 
I had entirely abandon'd the Adminiſtration of my Affairs. I 
embrac'd him in a Tranſport of Joy, and I thought my ſelf but 
too happy, in having placed my Confidence in a Man fo much 
above all private Paſſion and Self-Intereſt, But alas! how un- 
fortunate are Princes, and how much to be pitied! This per- 
fidious Man knew me better than I knew my ſelf. He knew 


that Kings are commonly diffident, and Enemies to the Toil 


of publick Affairs; that they are miſtruſtful thro? the daily Ex- 
perience they have of the Artifices of thoſe corrupt Men, who 
continually ſurround them; that they are ſlothful, and Enemies 
to Buſineſs, becauſe they are led away by their Pleaſures, and 
are uſed to have other Men think for them, without being at 
the Pains to think for themſelves. He underſtood very well, 
how eaſy a Matter it would be to make me ſuſpicious and jea- 
lous of a Man who, he knew, would not fail to perform great 
Actions, eſpecially fince his Abſence would give him all the Op- 
portunities he could wiſh for, to lay Snares for him. Philocles 
toreſaw, at Parting, all EW likely to happen. . 
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ſays he to me, that it will not be in my Power to defend my 
ſelf, when I have no Advocate near you, and you will liſten to 
none but my Enemy; remember, that, for ſerving you at the 
Hard of my Life, I ſhall probably receive no other Recom- 
pence but your Indignation at my Return, You are miſtaken, 
Philocles, ſays I, Proteſilaus ſpeaks more generouſly of you than 
you do of bim; he praiſes you, he eſteems you, he thinks you 
worthy of the greateſt Truſts, and the moſt important Employ- 
ments. Should he begin to ſpeak againſt you, that very Moment 
loſes him my Favour and Confidence for ever, Fear nothing, go, 
Philocles, and think but how to ſerve me well. He obeyed, he ſet 
Sail, and left me in a very ſtrange Situation. ' 

I muſt confeſs, that I ſaw how neceſſary it was to have ſeve- 
ral Men of Virtue and Experience to conſult and adviſe with; I 
ſaw, that nothing was ſo deſtructive, eit her to my Reputation, 
or the Succeſs of my Affairs, as to deliver my ſelf blindly up to 
the Management of one Man. I had experienced, upon ſeveral 
Occaſions, that the prudent Counſels of Philocles had ſaved me 
from falling into many dangerous Errors, into which the Inſo- 
lence and Rafhneſs of Proteſilaus would have precipitated me. [I 
found that Philocles had a Fund of Probity and juſt Maxims, which 
I could not meet with in his Enemy; but I had inſenſibly ſuffer'd 
Proteſilaus to aſſume a domineering deciſive Air, upon all Occa- 
fions, which I was hardly afterwards Maſter enough to oppoſe, 
I was quite tired with being continually betwixt two Men, whoſe 
Humours and Principles I found it abſolutely impoſſible to re- 
concile. Under this Uneafineſs, I fatally, thro' Weakneſs and 
Indolence, choſe to purchaſe what I thought my Liberty, at the 
Expence of my Honour and Intereſt. I durſt not own, even to 
my ſelf, ſo ſhameful a Reaſon for the Choice J had made; but 
_ that very ſhameful Reaſon, which I durſt not confeſs, tyrannized 
ſecretly in the Bottom of my Heart; 'it was the true Motive to 
what I had juſt done, and the Miſtake I fell into, in parting 
with a faithful Servant. | IT 

Philocles defeated the Enemy; he gained a compleat Victory, 
and was making haſte home to prevent thoſe ill Offices which 
he feared would be done him in his Abſence. But Proteſilaus, 
who had not yet had time enough to deceive me entirely, writ 
to bim that I would have a Deſcent made on the Iſland of Car- 
pathia, that ſome Advantage might be made of the Victory be 
had gained. Proteſilaus indeed flatter'd me with an eaſy Con- 
mall of that Iſland, but managed Matters ſo. that Philocles wanted 
every thing neceſſary for carrying on the Enterprize, and daily 
ſent ſuch Ocders and Inſtructions, as cauſed ſeveral Diſappoint- 
ments in the Execution. „ | e 
In the mean time, he made uſe of a Servant I had about me, 
3 very corrupt Fellow, and a fit Inſtrument for his Deſigns. This 
Fellow ohſer ved every thing that paſſed, even to the 8 
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Circumflances, and pave Proteſilaus an Account of it. This Do- 
meſt ck, named Timocrates, came one Day to tell me a great Se- 
cret he had to diſcover in an Affair of a dangerous Nature. Philocles, 
fays he, intends to employ your Army and Fleet, to make him- 
ſelf King of Carpathia: The Generals are all devoted to him; 
the Soldiers are entirely corrupted by the Largeſſes he diſtributes 
among-them, and the pernicious Liberty in which he lets them 
live: He is alſo puffed up with his Victory. Here is a Lettet 
from him to one of his Friends, upon his Project of making 
himſelf King: After ſo clear a Proof, there can be no doubt of 
his Diſloyalty and Ambition. I read that Letter, and it ſeem'd 
to me to be written by Philocles; his Hand was perfectly well 
counterfeited ; Proteſilaus and Timocrates were the Authors of this 
Forgery. That Letter threw me into a ſtrange Surprize; I 
read it over and over without ceaſing, and could ey e 
that it came from 'Philoclez. I recalled to my troubled Mind all 
the convincing Proofs he had ſo often given me of his Diſinte- 
reſtedneſs and Fidelity: But hat could I do? How could I re- 
fuſe ſuch evident Marks of Treaſon in « Letter, which I thought 
I was ſure was written by Philocles himſelf? When Timocrates ſaw 
that I could not withſtand his Artifices any longer, he puſhed 
them home, Dare I, ſays he, ſtammering. deſire you to take 
Notice of a particular Expreſſion in this Letter? Philocles tells his 


Friend, that he may ſpeak with Confidence to Proteſilaus about 


an Affair which he only ſets down in Cyphers: Surely Proteſs- 
laus has entered into Meaſures with Philocles. It is Proteſilaus that 
preſſed you to ſend him apainſt the Carpathians; he has not ſpoken 
to you againſt him for ſome conſiderable time, as he uſed to do 
formerly: On the contrary, he praiſes him; he magnifies his 
Conduct upon all Occafions; and, before Philocles ſet Sail, they 
uſed to ſee one another with Civility enough: Without doubt. 
Proteſilaus has come to an Agreement with Philocles, to divide 
the Iſland of Carpathia between them. You ſee your ſelf, that 
he was bent upon this Enterprize, contrary to all the Rules ot 
Policy and War, and expoſes your Army and Fleet to the utmoſt 
Perils and Difficulties, to gratify his own Ambition. Do you 
believe that he would contribute thus to advance the Intereſt of 
Philocles, if they were in ill Terms together? No! no! you need 
not doubt any longer, that theſe two Men have made up their 
Quarrel, and united themſelves, not only to take Poſſeſſion of 
that Throne, but eyen to deprive you of this which you now 
fit on, I know that I expoſe myſelf to your Reſentments, is 


ſpeaking thus freely to you, if, notwithſtanding my ſincere Ad- 


vice, you ſtill leave your Authority in their Hands; but go mat - 


ter what becomes of me, provided I tell you the Truth. 


Theſe laſt Words of Iimocrates made a, deep Impreſſion upon 
me; I doubted no longer of the Treaſon of Philocles, and miſ- 
truſted Proteſilaus as his Confederate, In the mean time, _ 
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rrates was perpetually ſaying to me, if you wait until Philocley 
has conquered the Iſland of Carpathia, it will be too late to pre- 
vent bis Deſigns : Make Haſte to ſecure him, while you have 
the Means in your Power, I look'd with Horror upon the pro- 
found Diſſimulation of Mankind; I knew not in whom to 
confide, after having diſcovered ſo much Treaſon in Philecles, I 
ſaw not a Man upon Earth in whoſe Virtue I could place any 
Truſt for the future. I was reſolved to cauſe that Traitor to 
be diſpatch'd, but I ſtood in Fear of Froteſilaus, and did not know 
how to manage, in regard to him: I fear'd to find him guilty, 
and fear d alſo to truſt him, In ſhort, in the Trouble I was in, I 
could not forbear telling him, that I began to ſuſpe& Philocles. He 
ſeem'd ſurprized at it; he repreſented to me the Juſtice and Mo- 
deration with which he behaved himſelf: He magnified his Ser- 
vices: In a Word, he did all that lay in his Power to perſuade 
me that they had too good an Underſtanding v#ogether. On the 
other Hand, Timecrates never loſt a Moment to make me take 
Notice of that Underſtanding, in order to puſh me on to the 
Deſtruction of Philocles, while I was yet Maſter of him. See, 
my dear Mentor, how unfortunate are Kings; how expoſed they 


are to be the Sport and Game of other Men, even while they 


ſtem to lie trembling at their Feet. I thought to act a Piece of 
profound Policy, and diſconcert Proteſilaus entirely, by ſecretly diſ- 
patching away Timocrates to the Army, with Orders to kill Phi- 
locles. Proteſilaus, in the mean time, puſhed bis Diſſimulation 
to the higheſt Pitch, and deceived me the more effectually, by 
how much the more naturally he appeared to impoſe upon, and 
deceive himſelf, | 

Nmocrates ſet out immediately, and found Philecles embaraſſed 
enough in the Deſcent he had made. He wanted every thing; 
for Proteſilaus, not knowing whether the Letter would have 
Effect enough to make — deſtroy his Enemy, was reſolved to 
have other ; © tas ready. He knew that the Miſcarriage of an 
Enterprize, of which he had gizen, me ſuch Hopes, could not 
fail to irritate me againſt Philecles, That faithful Servant carried 
on the War with Adyantage; the Difficulties he labour'd under 
were more than balanced by his perſonal Courage, Genius, Con- 
duct, and the Love the Troops had for him. The whole Army 
were ſenſible that this Deſcent was raſh, and might prove fatal 
to the Creraus; yet every Man as earneſtly endeavour'd to per- 
form his Part, as if his own Life and Honour depended upon 
the Succeſs, Every one was ready to expoſe himſelf; upon all 
Occaſions, under a Chief ſo experienc'd in War, and ſo careful 
to gain the Affections of his Soldiers. Timocrates had every thing 
to fear, in attempting the Life of a General in the micſt of an 
Army that loy'd him ſo paſſionately: But furious Ambition is 
always blind. He found nothing difficult that could pleaſe. Pro- 
teſilaus, with whom he expected to govern abſolutely _ uh 
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Death of Philocles. Proteſilaus had an Averſion to good Men; the 
very Sight of them feeretly reproached him with his own 
Crimes; he. was apprehenſive that they might, ſome Time or 
other, open my Eyes, and quite overturn all his Projects, 

As ſoon as Timocrates arrived in the Army, be made ſure of 
two Captains, who were always about Philocles; he promiſed 
them great Rewards in my Name, and, at laſt, told Philocles, that 
he came, by my Order, upon a ſecret and important Aﬀair, which 
he could not communicate to him but in the Preſence of theſe 
two Officers. Philecles immediately ſhut himſelf up with them, 
in his Cloſet. As ſoon as they were there, Timocrates ſtabb'd 
him with a Dagger, which he had concealed for that Purpoſe; 
the Blow proved ſlanting, and the Wound but flight, Phulocles, 
without the leaft Surprize, wrung the Dagger out of his Hand, 
and made uſe of it againſt him and the other two: In the mean 
time he called out for Help; a Crewd of Friends ran to his 
Aſſiſtance; they forced open the Door; they diſengaged Philocles 
from the Hands of thoſe three Men, who being in Confuſion, 
had attacked him but faintly. They were all ſeized, and upon 
the Point of being cut in Pieces, ſo great was the Indignation 
of the Army, if Philocles had not ſtopp'd the Rage of the Sol- 
diers. He then took Timosrates afide, and with great Sweetneſs 
of Temper, asked him who it was that put him upon ſo black 
an Action. Timacrates, afraid of being put to Death, haſtily 
produced the written Order I had ” him to kill Philocles ; 
and; as Traytors are always cowardly in time of Danger, he 
immediately diſcovers the whole Treachery of Proteſilaus, as 2 
Means to ſave his own Life. Philocles, ſtruck with Horror to 
ſee ſo much Malice in Mankind, took a Reſolution full of 
Temper and Moderation: He declared to all the Army, that Timo- 
crates was innocent; He put him in a Place of Safety, and ſent 
him back to Crete. He gave up the Care of the Army to Poli- 
menes, whom I had appointed in the Order, written with 1 
own Hand, to command, as ſoon as Timocrates ſhould have ki 
led Philocles, He then exborted the Troops to continue in the 
Duty and Fidelity they owed me, and embarked, by Night, on 
board a ſmall Veſſel, which carried him to the Iſle of Samos, 


where he leads a quiet, ſolitary Life, not enduring to hear Men- 


tion made of deceitful and unjuſt Men, but eſpecially of Kings, 
whom he looks upon to be the unhappieſt and the blindeſt Part 


Here Mentor in ted Idormeneus: How ? ſaid he? were you 
any confiderable Time before you diſcover'd the Truth? No, 
anſwer d Idomeneus, I began, by little and little, to ſee into the 
Artifices of Proreſilaus and Timocrates : They began to wrangle 
among themſelves, for wicked Men can ſeldom continue long 
in a thorough good Underſtanding together: Their Diſcord fully 
ſhewed me the dreadful Abyfz into which they bad precipitated _ 
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But, replied Mentor, did you not reſolve to free yourſelf from 


both of them? Alas! my dear Mentor, ſaid the King, are you ig- 


norant of the Weakneſs and Perplexity of Princes? when they 
have once ſurrendered themſelves up to thoſe who bave found 
out the Secret to make themſelves neceſſary, they muſt not hope 
any, more for Liberty, They are forced to heap Favours where 
they have greater Inclination, and much more Reaſon to inflict 
Puniſhments, and are obliged to treat thoſe Men beſt, whom in 
their Hearts, they hate and deſpiſe moſt. I look'd upon Proteſilaus 
with the utmoſt Horror and Averſion, and yet I left all my Au- 
thority in his Hands. I could not tell what to do. He had 
involved me in ſo many State Difficulties and foreign Treaties and 
Engagements, that I thought I could not extricate my ſelf out of 
them, or work the Machine without him. Strange Illuſion ! 
I was glad to find out his Wickedneſs, but yet I had not Reſolution 
enough to reſume that Authority which I had ſo unaccountably 
abandoned to him. Beſides, I found him complaiſant, obſequious, 
and induſtrious to flatter my Paſſions, when be had any Point 
to gain upon me; and at all Times, ſeemingly, zealous for my 
Intereſt, In ſhort, J had one Reaſon to excuſe my Weakneſs, 
which was, that I did not know how to diſtinguiſh true Virtue. 
For want of knowing how to make Choice of good Men to 
manage my Affairs, I thought there were none to be found upon 
the whole Earth, and that Probity was but a meer Phantom. To 
what Purpoſe, faid I, ſhould I reſcue my ſelf out of the Hands 
of one publick, notoricus Knave, to fall, perhaps, into the Hands 
of another, who, probably, may not prove more fincere or 
diſintereſted than he is? 

In the mean time, Polimenes brought home the Fleet; I thought 
no more of the Conqueſt of Carpathia, and Proteſilaus could not 
diſſemble ſo profoundly, but that I ſa how much he was diſturbed 
to hear that Philocles was in Safety at Samos. 

Mentor interrupted Idomeneus again, to ask him if, after the 
Knowledge of ſo black a Treachery, he had continued to truſt 
Proteſilaus with his Affairs. I was, anſwer'd Idemeneus, too 
great an Enemy to Buſineſs and the Fatigue of it, to be able to 
draw my ſelf out of his Hands; I muſt have quite overturned 
the Order I had eſtabliſhed for the Purſuit of my Pleaſures, and 
Indulgence of my Eaſe, and been at the Fatigue of infiraRing a 
new Miniſter. This is what I never had Reſolution enough to 
undertake, but choſe rather to ſeem blind to the Artifices and 
Villainy of Proteſilaus. The only Conſolation I had was, at ſome 
certain Times, to let a few Perſons, in whom I had ſome Con- 
fidence, know that J was not ignorant of his corrupt Practices, 
and want of common Honeſty, Thus I fondly imagined, that I 
was but half deceived, becauſe I knew that I was deceived, I 
alſo now and then gave Proteſilaus to underſtand, that I wore his 
Chains with Impatjence. I likewiſe often took a Pleaſure 
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in contradicting him in Publick, in blamiog ſomething that he. 
had done, and m deciding contrary to his Sentiments: But as 
he perfectly knew my lazy Diſpoſition, he did not trouble him- 
ſelf much about what Humour I was in; he always returned 
ro the Charge with new Reſolution, and preater Impudence. 
One while; he was earneſt and importunate; another while fawn- 
ing and inſinuating: If he perceived that I was piqued againſt 
hin, he redoubled his Endeavours to find out new Amuſements 
proper to ſoften and effeminate me; but if that failed, then he 
had Recourſe to his old Stratagem, to embark me in ſome diffi« 
cult Affair, or to engage me in ſome diſadvantageous diſhonour- 
able Treaty, in order to conjure up the Reſent ments and Con- 
tempt of my Subjects againſt me, to make his Zeal and Service 
the more neceſſary. Tho' I began to be upon my Guard againſt 
him, his Manner of flattering my Paſſions always led me which 
way he pleaſed, He was Maſter of my Secrets, he conſoled and 
encouraged me in my Difficulties ; he made all my Subjects 
tremble by my Authority; and choſe a Set of Judges to his own 
Mind, to interpret the Laws as he pleaſed, and be the Tools of 
his Tyranny. In ſhort, I could not think of deſtroying him, 
tho', by keeping him in Power, I ſaw that I put all the honeſt 
virtuous Men in my Kingdom out of a Condition either to ſerve 
me, or even repreſent my own Intereſt to me, and warn me 
againſt his hidden Deſigns, From that very Moment, one frea 
Word was never heard more at the Council-Table. If any body 
attempted to write or publiſh his Thoughts for my Service, and 
gave me Notice of the Danger that threatened me, he was im- 
mediately ſeized, impriſoned and fined. The Judges found out 


as many Meanings for the Law, as the Poets have done Shapes 


for Proteus. Error, which is the Fore-runner of the Fall of Kings, 


appeared to me to be very great in the Sacrifice I made of the 


generous, fairhſul Philocles, to the inſatiable Cruelty, and bound- 
leſs Ambition of Proteſilaus. Even thoſe who had all along had 
the moſt Zeal for the, publick Welfare, and the greateſt Reſpect 
and Concern for my Perſon and Intereſt, began to apprehend 
themſelves in Danger of being made the next Sacrifice; after ſo 
fatal an Example, they thought themſelves difpenſed with om 
the Obligations of Duty to undeceive me. Nay, I my ſelt, my 
dear Mentor, was afraid, that Truth would, at laſt, break thro? 
this Cloud of Diſſimulation, Lyes, and Flatteries that cover'd me, 
and force its way to me, in ſpite of all Oppoſition ; for baving 
no longer any Power to follow her, her Light became trouble- 
ſome and impertinent, Tho' I found in my ſelf, that ſhe daily 
baunted me with very ſtinging Remorſes, yet I could not ſhake 


off my Fetters, nor deliver my ſelf out of that fatal Bondage in 


which Proteſilaus had enſlayed me. My Softneſs and Effeminacy, 
Joined to the Aſcendant which this impudent Favourite bad aſ- 
ſumed over me, threw me into a ſort of Deſpair of ever being a 
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Freeman again. I would neither ſee my contemptible wretched 
Condition my ſeit, nor would J let it be ſeen by others. You 
know, my dear Mentor, the vaia Greatneſs, and falſe Glory in 
which Princes are generally educated; they will never be in the 
wrong, To hide one Fault they commit a Thouſand ; rather 
than acknowledge that they have been deceived or miſled ; rather 
than reſume ſomething of their own natural Courage, and take 
a little Pains to come out of their Error, and reſcue themſelves 
out of the Hands of their Goaler-Miniſters, they chuſe to ſuffer 
themſelves to be impoſed upon and deceived as long as they live. 
This is the Condition of weak, indolent, inactive Princes, and 
it was preciſely mine. 

When I was obliged to go to the Siege of I, I left Proteſ- 
laus Maſter of all my Affairs. He managed them in my Abſence 
with Haughtineis and Inhumanity ; all the Kingdom of Crete 
groaned under his Tyranny, but no body durſt let me know the 
Oppreſſion of my People. My Averſion, or rather Fear, to hear 
the Truth, was but too well known, to even my meaneſt Subjects, 
as well as my ill Policy, in *bandoving all thoſe to the Fury and 
Cruelty of Protgſilaus, who had at any time Courage and Teal 
enough for my Service, to ſpeak to me of his Corruptions and 
Crimes. The more crying and violent rhe Evil was, the leſs 
Noiſe the People durſt make about it. He conſtrained me drive 
away the valiant Mariones, who had ſerved me with ſo much 
Glory and Fidelity in the Siege of Troy. After my Return, he 
became jealous of him, and alſo of every Man for whom I had 
any Affection or Regard, or who ſhewed any Sentiment of Vir- 
tue or Honour. .You muſt know, my dear Mentor, that all my 
Misfortunes have proceeded trom thence. It was not ſo much 
the Death of my Son that cauted the Revolt of the Cretan, as 
the Vengeance of the Gods, irritated againſt me for my Weak- 
neſs, and the Hatred of my People, which Proteſilaus had drawn 
upon me by his corrupt and tyrannical Adminiſtration. When 
I ſpilt the Blood of my Son, the Cretans, grown weary of a 
rigorous violent Government, had quite exhauſted their Patience, 
and the Horror of this laſt Action ſerved only to give Liberty 
and Scope to that Reſentment, which had lain ſo long ſmother- 
ing in the Bottom of their Hearts. Timocrates followed me to 
the Siege of Troy, and ſecretly ſent an Account, by Letters to 
Proteſilaus, of every thing he could diſcover, I very ſenſibly 
found that 1 was in Bondage; but, thro' Deſpair of finding 2 
Remedy, I ſtrave-not to think of it. When the Cretan, revolted 
upon my Arrival, FProteſilaus and Timocrates were the firſt that fled 
away; without doubt they would have abandon'd me quite, if 
1 had not been forc'd to fly almoſt as ſoon as they. Depend 
upon it, dear Mentor, that Men who are inſolent in Proſperity, 
are always contemptibly mean- ſpirited in Adverſity. Their Heads 
turn when Fortune frowns upon them; as ſoon as es Au- 
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thority begins to leave them, they grow as faint-hearted and 
cringing as they were juſt before proud and infolent : The whole 
Man is changed in them, by the Change of their Condition, 
and it is in that Moment that they fall from one Extream into 
another. ; | 
But, faid Mentor to Idomenens, how comes it that, knowing 
theſe two wicked Fellows ſo thoroughly, you ſtill continue them 
in Power and Truſt, as I fee you do. I am not at all ſurprized 
that they followed you, fince they could not do any thing better 
for their own Intereſt : I allow alſo, that you have done a ge- 
nerous, tho' not a politick Action, in granting them an Azyle 
in your new Kingdom; but why do you ſtill deliver your ſelf 
up to them, after ſo many convincing Tryals of their Perfidi- 
ouſneſs? | 
You know not, anſwered Idomeneus, how uſeleſs all Tryals 
are to Princes, who live without Reflection: They are diſſatiſ- 
fied with every thing, and yet have not the Courage to redreſs 
any thing: So many Years Habitude was like Chains of Iron, 
that fetter'd me to theſe two Miſcreants, and they made them- 
ſelves Maſters of me every Moment. Since my Arrival in theſe 
new Dominions, they have hurried me into all thoſe exceſſive 
Expences which you have partly ſeen, and heard my Subjects fo 
loudly complain of. They have exhauſted my Kingdom, and 
dreined my People of their Wealth; They have prepared every 
thing for bringing upon me greater Misfortunes at Salentum, 
than I ever met with in Crete; and I ſhould, no doubt, have 
been now pretty near feeling the laſt Effects of their Manage- 
ment, had you not opened my Eyes. Yes, my dear Mentor, 
you have laid before me the Errors of my Conduct, you have 
ſnewon me the Sufferings of my People; you have let me ſee the 
Dangers to which choſe Men are perpetually expoſing me; you 
have inſpired me with the Courage which I have kitherto wanted, 
to throw off my Fetters, and free my ſelf out of Slavery. I 
don't know what you have done to me; but ſince you have 
begun to take Prozeſilaus to Task, and expoſe his Malverfations l 
to the People, you haye made me quite another Man; you have i 
made me defirous of what can only make me truly Great or | | 
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Happy, the Love of my Subjects. 

Mentor continued to ask Idomeneus concerning the Conduct of 
Proteſilaus in this new Scene of Affairs. Nothing, fays the King, . 
can be more artful than bis Behaviour ſince your Appearance | : 
here. He immediately had Recourſe to every thing that he b 
thought might indirectly fill my Head with Jealouſy, and render 
you ſuſpected. At firſt, he ſaid nothing againſt you himfelf, but 
ſeveral Men whom he underhand employed, were perpetually 
endeavouring to alarm me with their pretended Apprehenfions, 1 
One Day, they very ſeriouſly deſired me to be upon my Guard 1 
azainſt you; and not to liſten to the new Regulations you pros | 
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poſed. Your Kingdom, ſaid they, is very unſetled, and diſcon- 
rented; and the leaſt Commotion in the People may overturn 
the State, if you are left alone to oppoſe their Fury. It is true, 
we cannot juſtify the Conduct of Proteſilaus in every reſpect; 
nay, we will allow, that perhaps things had been much better, 
it he had never been employed; but, as the Caſe now ſtands, it 
is dangerous to provoke him. He is immenſely rich; he is 
ſenſible that the beſt Men in the Nation hate him, but ſtill he 
has a ſtrong Party amongft the worſt; his Money ſecures bim 
a great many Dependants, and will purchaſe him a great many 
more in time of Need; he will look upon his Diſgrace to be but the 
Prelude to his Execution; and to prevent it, he will leave nathing un- 
attempted, to bring in foreign Powers to dethrone you, when he finds you 
reſolved to aban don him. Theſe are things which ought to employ 
your Conſideration. The Murmurs of the People, without 
other Support, are but mere Sounds; you muſt now deſpiſe 
them, and depend on your Miniſter; you muſt give your Sub- 
jects hearty Cauſe of Complaint, when you ſee them inclin'd 
to be mutinous. In ſuch Caſes there is no Medium to be 
choſen ; either the Prince or the People mult become abſolute, 
and there is no Man fitter to make you ſo than Proteſilaus. Had 
he no other Motives to engage him to it, his own Preſervation 
will oblige him to do ſo. After this Preface, Proreſilaus ſtrove 
to give me a Proſpect of the Danger of thoſe Meaſures which 
you put me upon, to reform the Abuſes he had introduced into 
every Article of my Affairs. He took me on the weak Side, 
and attacked me by my own proper Intereſt, F you put the 
People in a plentiful Condition, ſays he, they will not work any longer, 
they will become haughty, ſtubborn, and intractable; they will always 
be ready to revolt. There is no way ſo effectual to make them humbis 
and ſubmiſſive, as to keep them in Poverty and Miſery, Sometimes 
he endeavoured to reſume his uſual Authority to draw me into 
his Sentiments, and cover his Inſolence with a Pretence of Zeal 
for my Service. In eaſing the People of their Taxes and Grievances, 
continues he, you will weaken the Reyal Prerogative, and by that 
very means you do an irreparable Damage to the People themſelves. It is 
neceſſary to keep them low ang poor, for thei ramn proper Safety and Quiet. 

I anſwer'd to all this, that I was reſolved, for the future, 
to try other Expedients, and ſee if I could Reep my Subjects 
in their Duty, by making my ſelf beloved by them, which I 
thought could never be done by Standing Armies, and diſbono urable 
expenſive foreign Alliances: That the Method I would take to gain 
their Love, ould be, to caſe them of their Taxes, and redreſs 
their Grievances, which 1 was ſenſible I might do, without 
abating any thing of my own Authority ; that I would encourage 
Induſtry, protect Trade from Encroachers and Interlopers, and 
bew my felf ſenſibly affected by every thing that affected my 
People, How! fad I, cannot a King keep his Subjects ou 
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the Limits of Obedience, without turning Tyrant, and ſtarving 
them to Death! What Inhumanity does not this Maxim con- 
tain! What brutiſh, what barbarous Policy, to treat loyal Sub- 
jects and a free-born People in ſuch a Manner! How many Na- 
tions about us, do we ſee treated with Humanity and Tender- 
neſs by their Princes, and yet continue dutiful Subjects! Muſt 
the Cretans, who formerly enjoyed the greateſt Liberty of any 
People in Europe, be now the only Slaves in it! What cauſes 
Murmurs, Revolts and Rebellions in a State? It is the Ambiti- 
on, the Inſolence, the Rapaciouſneſs of a Miniſter, and the mer- 
cenary Grandees who proſtitute their Honour, and become the 
Tools of his Deſigns, when the Prince gives too great a Liber- 
ty to their Rapine and Oppreſſion ; It is the Multitude of upſtart 
Gentry, and new-made Nobility, whoſe Luxury ts fed by a Penſion- 
giving Miniſter, out of the Labour and Sweat of the People : It is the 
coo great Number of Red-Coats, who, like lazy Drones, invade 
the Hives, and cram themſelves with the Labours of the painful 
Bees: In ſhort, it is the Rage, the Deſpair of an abuſed 
People: It is the Hard-heartedneſs of a Prince in being 
inſenſible of their Sufferings, and deaf to their Cries: It is his 
infatuated Partiality'to a 3 of his own raiſing, and his 
Obſtinacy in protecting a plundering Miniſter. Theſe are the 
Cauſes that have often forced the loyaleſt and beſt of Subjects to 
have Recourſe to the laſt and moſt violent of all Means, for 
Relief: Theſe are the Cauſes that have often alter d the Succeſſi- 
on of Princes, that have depoſed and baniſhed old Families, that 
have introduced and eſtabliſhed new ones, and then turn'd them 
out alſo; that have made Changes and Revolutions very frequent. 
where they would hardly have ever been heard of, if Princes had 
liſtened more to the general Senſe of the People, then the wicked 


Opinions and Advices of their Miniſters. Theſe, I fay, are the 


true and only Sources of Treaſe ns, Rebellions and Regicides, and 
nor that Bread which we let the induſtrious, patient Labourer 
cat, with his Family, in Peace and Quiet, after he has earned it 
with the Sweat of his Brow. 

When Proteſilaus ſaw that I was immoveably fixed in theſe 
Maxims, he took a Method with me, quite contrary to his 
former Conduct. He began to follow thoſs Maxims which he 
could not any longer deſtroy; he ſeemed to reliſh them, to be 
convinced of the Truth and Juſtice of them, to be obliged to me 
for having opened his Eyes to ſuch important and neceſſary 
Points of Government: He, even now, out- ſtrips me in every 
thing that I wiſh for the Eaſe and Relief of the Poor; be is the 
firſt to repreſent their Neceſſities to me, and to cry out againil 
exceſſive and idle Expences. You alſo know that he praiſes you, 
and allows that you have Talents. As to Timocrates, he is not 
any longer in good Terms with Proteſilaus ; he thought ro make 


himſelf independant 3 Proteſilaus grew jealous of him, and it i: 


PIt'y 


0 
- 


= 
— - - - 2 * . " 
— — wt: eng. cnn — — nay — ——— ä——Ʒ— — = 
— — | N — p : r A 
— wc — — — SE .- - 92 — — » 1 * 
EE — > 4 


| [16]. 
partly owing to their Difference that I owe the Diſcovery of 
both their Perfidiouſneſs, | 
Mentor, ſmiling, anſwered thus to Idomeneus. How then! you 
have been weak enough to ſuffer yourſelf to be tyrannized over, 
and inſulted ſo many Years, by two Men, whoſe Villainy and 
Treachery you are ſo well acquainted with? Ah! you little know, 
anſwer'd Idomeneus, what arttul Men can do with an eaſy, flexi- 
ble King, when he has delivered his Affairs into their Hands, 
and made them Maſters of his Inclinations and his Secrets. More. 
over, I bave already told you, that Proteſilaus enters now into all 
your Views for the publick Good. : 
| Mentor then took up the#Diſcourſe thus, with a grave and ſo- 
lemn Air, I fee but too well how muck perfidious Men prevail 
over the virtuous and juſt in the Eſteem and Favour of Kungs, 
of which you are a moſt terrible and melancholly Example. You 
fay I have opened your Eyes, and piven you a full View of the 
deformed, corrupt Soul of Proteſilaws, and yet they are ſtil] ſhut, 
in leaving the Government of your Kingdom in the Hands of 
that Man, whom, you, yourſelf, have pronounced worthy cf 
the Gallows. Diſabuſe yourſelf, Idomeneus, and know that wicked 
Men are not always incapable of doing Good: They do it chear- 
fully as they do Evil, when it ſerves their Ambition: It coſts 
them no Pains to do Evil, becauſe they are not reſtrained by any 
one Sentiment of Goodneſs, nor any one Principle of Virtue ; 
but they ſometimes do Good, becauſe their Corruption leads 
them to appear virtuous, that they may more effectually deceive 
the reſt of Mankind. Properly ſpeaking, they are not capable 
of Virtue, tho* they ſeem to practiſe it; but they are capable of 
adding to all the other Vices, the moſt horrible of Vices, that 
of Hypocriſy, How much ſoever you may be diſpoſed to do 
Good, Proteſilaus is ready to go along with you, to preſerve his 
Authority; but if he finds you ever ſo little inclined to ſlide back, 
he will forget nothing that may contribute to tumble you head- 
long again into your former Errors, and thruſt you out of the 
Way of Virtue and Juſtice, that he may give the further Scope 
to his own brutiſh, deceitful Nature. Can you live one Mo- 
ment with Honour and Satisfaction, while ſuch a Man has got 
the entire Poſſeſſion of you, and you know that the faithful 
Philocles lives poor and diſhonoured in the Iſle of Samos You ac- 
knowledge, O Idomeneus, that impudent, deceitful Men, who are 
preſent, always lead weak Princes aſtray; but you ought alſo to 
add, that Princes have likewiſe another Misfortune, altogether + 
as great, which is, ſo eaſily to forget the Virtue and Services of 4 
Samfhed Man. The Multitude of Men, who continually furround 
Princes, 1s the Reaſon why there is not one of that Croud that 
ever makes any great Impreſſion upon them; they are ſtruck 
with nothing but what is preſent, and flatters them, all the reſt 
is quickly worn out. But, of all things, Virtue touches me 
$9 | | | | f 
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the leaſt, becauſe Virtue, far from flattering them, contradicts 
and condemns their Weakneſſes; is it then aſtoniſhing, that they 
are not at all amiable in the Eyes of their Subjects, ſince they 
are impatient of Contradiction and good Advice, and love no- 
thing but their Grandeur and their Pleaſures? 

Atter Mentor had ſpoken theſe Words, he told Idomenens that 
he muſt immediately drive away Proteſilau: and Timocrates, and 
call home Philocles, The only Difficulty the King found in this 
Advice was, the Fear he ſtood in of the rigid and ſevere Virtue 
of Philocles: I confeſs, faid he, that, tho' 1 love and eſteem him, 
I cannot but ſtand in ſome little Dread of his Return. I have 
been accuſtomed, even from my Infancy, to Praiſes and Flatte- 
ries, to Complacency and Earneſtneſs in every Countenance, ro 

leaſe and ſerve me; none of which I muſt hope to find in this 
To When I did any thing which he did not approve of, his 
ſerious and melancholly Air gave me to underſtand how much 
he condemned me. When he uſed to be in private with me, 
his Maxims and Behaviour were reſpectful and moderate, but dry 
and reſerved, 

Do not you perceive, anſwer'd Mentor, that Princes, ſpoil'd by 
Flattery, find every thing dry aud auſtere that is free and inge- 
nuous ; they become ſo nice, that every thing that does not 
fatter, wounds and irritates them. But let os go further, I 
ſuppoſe that Philocles is really dry and auſtere; is not his Auſte- 
. rity much better than the deſtructive Flattery of your Miniſter 

and his Junto of Counſellors? Where will you find a Man with- 

out Faults? And that of telling you the Truth, without Fear or 

Diſguiſe, is it not what you ought to dread and apprehend the 

leaſt? What do I fay? Is it not a Fault very neceſlary at preſent 

to correct yours, and to overcome that Averhon to Virtue, in- 
to which Flattery has hurried you? You muſt have a Man that 
loves nothing but Truth and you, and even loves you better than 
you know how to love yourſelf; a Man that will tell you the 

Truth in Spite of you, that will force all your Reſentments 

againſt it; and this neceſſary Man is Philocles. Remember that 

a Prince is but too happy, when his Reign produces a Man of 

ſuch Generoſity ; ſuch a Man is the greateſt Treaſure of his 

Kingdom; and the greateſt Puniſhment he has to fear from the 

Gods, is the Loſs of him, if he renders himſelf unworthy of 

ſo great a Bleſſing, for want of knowing how to make uſe of 

it. As to the Faults of good Men, you muſt have Judgment 
how to know them ; but you muſt not upon that Account de- 
cline making uſe of ſuch Men. Reform them, and never deli- 
ver yourſelf blindly up to the indiſereet Part of their Teal: Ne- 
vertheleſs encourage them, hear them favourably, honour what 
1s virtuous in them, and ſhew in publick, that you know how 
to diſtinguiſh it. Above all things, take Care not to imitate 
thoſe Princes, who content themſelves in deſpiſing Fare 
wicke 


* = 


; 
J 
| 
8 
y 
3 
8 


rr nr ans Sos . 


— ESE. 


il 
1 
1 
1 
{ 
1 
i 
| 


--w423 % * 
4 1 CEC 


| 
| 


— ns 


613 

wicked Men, and yet at the ſame time employ them with Con- 
fidence, and heap Favours upon them; who alſo pique them. 
ſelves in diſtinguiſhing good Men, and nevertheleſs only give 
them vain empty Praiſes ; they neither dare truſt them with 
Employments, nor enter into a familiar Acquaintance and Com- 

merce with them, nor even beſtow any Benefits upon thetn. 
Then Idomeneus confeſs d, that he was aſham'd to have been 
ſo dilatory in delivering oppreſs'd Innocence, and puniſhing thoſe 
. who had ſo vilely deceived him, and abuſed the Confidence he 
re poſed in them. He immediately gave private Orders to Hege- 
ſippus, who was one of the principal Officers of his Houſhold, 
to ſeize Proteſilaus and Timocrates, and tranſport them to the Iſland 
of Samos, to leave them there, and bring back Philocles from that 
Place of Baniſpment. Hegeſippus, ſurprized at theſe Orders, 
could not forbezr weeping with Joy. It is now, Sire, ſays he 
to the King, that you are going to charm your Subjects, and 
give them ſome Satisfaction for all the Injuries they have re- 
ceived, and the Oppreſſions they have ſuffered fo many Years paſt, 
It is now, indeed, that you are going to fill every honeſt Breaſt 
in your Kingdom with Gladneſs, to re-eſtabliſh yourſelf in the 
Opinion of good Men, and recover that Affection of your Peo- 
ple, which Proteſilaus and Timocrares have robbed you of ſo long. 
Theſe two Men have been the Cauſe of all your Misfortunes, 
and of all thoſe that have fallen upon your Kingdom. They 
have made all the good Men of your Dominions groan for al- 
moſt theſe ten Years paſt ; and ſo great has been their Tyranny, 
that Men durſt hardly even groan in publick. They oppreſſed 
and ruined every one who attempted to have any Recourſe to 
your Majeſty, but by their Canal, Then Hegeſippus diſcovered 
ro the King an almoſt infinite Number of perfidious Correſpond- 
encie*, and inhuman Actions, committed by thoſe two Mon- 
fiers in Mankind, of which the King had never head a Syllable, 
becauſe no body durſt accuſe them; he even related to him, what 
he had lately diſcovered of a Deſign to murder Mentor. The 
King heard a Relation of theſe things with Horror and Aſto- 
niſhment. AB 
Hegeſippus made Haſte to ſeize Proteſilaus in his Palace: It was 
not, indeed, quite ſo large as the King's, but much more con- 
venient and magnificent. The Architecture was of a better Guſto, 
for Proteſilaus had laviſh'd away immenſe Sums upon this Build- 
ing, and adorned it wirh an Expence drawn from the Sweat and 
Blood of his oppreſſed, miſerable Fellow- Subjects. This haughty 
Miniſter was, at that Time, in a Marble Salon, near his Baths, 
lolling careleſſly upon a purple Couch embroider'd with Gold: 
He appear'd quite tired and fatigued with Buſineſs; his Counte- 
nance ſeemed to be extreamly agitated and diſorder'd, a fierce 
gloomy Wildneſs appeared in his Eyes and Eye-brows. The 
greateſt Lords in the Kingdom were waiting round him, FX rich 
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Carpets of State, and forming their Countenances after his, which 
they watched even to the leaſt Glance of his Eye. He could 
hardly open his Mouth before every Body began to cry out with 
Admiration of what he was going to ſay. One of the principal 
Men, in that Crowd of Penſioners, related to him the great 
Obligations the King had to ſo conſummate a Miniſter for the 
wonderful and incredible Services he bad rendered him; he even 
puſh'd his Flattery and Diſloyalty ſo far, as to tell the Company, 
that Idomeneus was indebted to Proteſilaus for the very Crown he 


wore, Every one pays him Adoration, and offers Incenſe in his 


Turn. At laſt a Swarm of Authors appear, with their fulſom 
Panegyricks and Dedications : One Block head thanks him for 
the Bleſſings he enjoys, in common with the reſt of his Fellow» 
Subjects, by his wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration of the publick 
Affairs: A fecondtells bim, that all Europe looks upon bim as the 
Model of Wit ana Probity, the Father of the People, the Glory 
of his Country, the very Touch-Stone of Policy; whereas all 
Europe, at the ſame time, knows him to be a loquacious, empty, 
impudent Fellow, the mercenary Tool of Foreigners, the De- 
ſtroyer of the Poor, the Diſgrace of Salentum, the Ignis fatuns of 
Idomeneus, and the greateſt Blunderer in Politicks that ever pre- 
ſumed to fit at the Helm of publick Affairs. A third draws 
him with a Horn of Plenty, profuſely diſtributing among his 
Fellow · Subjects, all the Gifts of Ceres, Vertumnus, Pomona, and 
Bacchus, but takes no Notice of the Diſtreſs the Salentines were 
in a Year or two before, thro' the Scarcity of Corn; he ſays 
nothing of the great Number of Poor, that dy d the laſt 
hard Winter, for want of Bread and Firing; nor tells bow mar y 
were forced to turn Thieves, in that publick Calamity, roving 
about the Streets every Night, knocking down People, and 
robbing them of their Money, to buy Bread with. Theſe 
Things he pe ſſes over, and gives Proteſilaus the Horn, becauſe he 
thinks he has a Right to it, Proteſilaus heard all theſe Praiſes 
with a dry, diſdainful, regardleſs Air, as a Man who knew very 
well that he deſerved much more, and did them a great deal of 
Honour in permitting them to praiſe him. There was a Cour- 
tier who took the Liberty to whiſper him ſomething concern- 
ing the Regulations which Mentor endeavoured to eſtabliſn: 


Froteſtlaus ſmil'd, and then all the Aſſembly broke into a loud 


Laugh, tho' very few of them knew one Word of what had 
been faid : But Proteſilaus, immediately reſuming a ſevere, haughty 


Air, every one began to ſecure himſelf again under the former 


ſubmiſſive, ſilent Looks. Several Lords, who made a great 
Figure and Bluſter among the People, were there as humble and 
cringing as Spaniels under the Whip; they (watched the happy 
Moment in which Proteſilaus might vouchſafe to turn his Eyes 
towards them, and receive their Petitions; they appeared mute 


end 


3 x 


. - 72 n — 
1 = —_— — pr 
& bod SJ by 's f 


my — * — — 
33 ů — — — — or 


r 


— ——— 


— 


— 2 - - "4 — 
— —— — — — 5 — 
. 
r — 3 EE 2 — — r — - 
r : 0 — 
. — — — 
n — — — , , — P 


L 20 J 


fawning Poſtures ſpoke for them; they were as ſubmiſſive as a Mo- 
ther at the Foot of the Altars, when ſhe begs of the Gods to cure her 
only Son: All ſeem contented, pleaſed, devoted to, and full of Admi- 
ration of Proteſilaus, tho' they carried an implacable and mortal 
Hatred to-him in their Hearts. 

Hegeſippus enters in that very Moment, he ſeizes his Sword, and 
tells him, that he muſt convey him immediately to Samos. At theſe 


Words, all the Arrogance of Protefilaus falls, like a Rock that tumbles 


off from the Summit of a ſteep Mountain, by the Violence of an 


Earthquake. Behold him now throwing himſelfat the Feet of Hege- 


ſippms ; he trembles, he weeps, he beſitates, he ſtammers, he opens his 
wide,vociterous Jaws, but cannot utter a Word. He now embraces 


the Knees of a Man whom, one Moment before, he would not have 


vouchſafed the Honour of a Glance of his Eye. All thoſe who had but 
Juſt been adoring him, ſeeing him loſt, beyond Redemption, now 
change their Flatteries into pitileſs Injuries. Hegeſzppus would not 
even aliow him Time to bid his Family farewel, nor to take certain 
private Writings which he begg'd for. His Palaces, his pompous Furni- 
ture and Equipages, his Plate, his Fewel:, his immenſe Hoards of Treaſure, 
bis Lands, all were ſeized, and juſtly applied to the Diſcharge of the Debts ke 
had brought upon the Nation, Iimocrates was alſo arreſted at the ſame 
time, at which he was exceedingly ſurprized. Being embroiled, and 
in ill Terms with Proteſilaus, he thought he could not be involved in 
his Ruin; but nevertheleſs they are both carried in the ſame Veſſel 


to Samos. Hegefippres left theſe two Wretchesthere, and, to compleat 


their Wretchedneſs, he leaves them together. They reproach one ano- 
ther furiouſly with the Crimes they had committed, which were the 
Cauſe of their Fall. They have no farther Hopes of ſeeing Salentum 


again, condemu'd to live for ever ſeparated from their Wives, their 


Children and their Country, and to experience in themſelves the Meighi 
of thoſe Evils which they had formerly brought upon others. They were 


carried into an unknown Land, where they, who had lived ſo 


many Years in Wantonteſs, Pomp, Luxury, and Power at Home, 
muſt now expect no other Subliſtence but what they can earn 
by hard Labour. In this Condition, like two furious wild Beaſts, 
they are always ready to tear each other in Pieces. . 
In the mean time, Hegeſippus, favour'd by Neptune, arrives with 
Philocles at Salentum; the King is informed that the Ship is come into 
the Harbour; he runs to the Port with Mentor, to meet Philacles; 
he falls upon his Neck, he embraces him, he ſhEws a ſenſible Con- 
cern and Rægret for having perſecuted him with ſo much Injuſtice. 
This Behaviour, far from appearing a Weakneſs in the King, was 
look*d upon by all the Salentines as the Effort of a great Soul, which 
riſes above its Faults, by courageouſly endeavouring to repair them. 
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To a late 
Scurrilous LIBE L, 


Entitled, Sr DIT ION andDEFAMATION 
| Diſplay d. | 


HAV E hitherto declined taking any Notice 
| of thoſe pretty Declamations, with which you 
F© bave been lately pleaſed to oblige the Publick ; 
nnd look'd upon them only as little Flights or 
ES Excrcitations of a Genius, which had a Mind 
to try its Strength in Politicks, I1compar'd 
them to the Di/putations of Lows Aran in 
233 the Univerſity, or the Meotings of young Stu- 
dents at the Temple, I could not ſuppoſe that you publiſhed 
them with any other Deſign; and therefore was forry to ſee 
you turn'd into ſuch high Ridicule, aud expoſed to the Laugh- 
ter of the Ton. I thought it beneath any Writer, of Yeacs 
vad Experience, to ſet his Strength againſt a young Beginner, 
and was afraid it would diſcourage you from purſuing your 
Studies; but fince I find Correction hath bad a different Effect 
upon you, and made you imagine that you are really an Author 
of ſome Importance, I am inclined to give you a little grave 
Advice, „ | 
When you firſt launched forth tnto Print, We were ſome- 
What at a Loſs ro gueſs what nice Hand had taken the Troubſo 
of collecting ſuch curious Florilegia of Politices together. Some 
Perſons aſſured me, that They were the Compoſitions of a pro- 
miſing young Gentleman of Eton School, whoſe Father had a 
little Employment under the Government, and having — 
; ; that 
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that ſome Boyiſh Writers have lately met with great. Encourage- 
ment, ſet his Son this Task, in order to recommend Him to 
Favour. The little quaint Antitheſes, the labour'd Gingle of 
the Periods, the great Variety of rhetorical Flouriſhes, affected 
Metaphors, and puerile Witticiſms, with which theſe political 
Noſegays abound, inclined me at firſt to believe They were gather'd 
in this Garden; and I had ſome Thoughts of employing my 
Nephew Geoffry D' Anver;, who is now in the third Form of 
Weſtminſter School, to anſwer Them. But when I read the 
Character of Suffolk, as you apply'd it in your Sequel to our pre- 
ſent Great Miniſter, I chang'd my Opinion; for I could not 
ſuppeſe that your School-Maſter would bave ſuffer'd you to abuſe 
his Patron by ſuch an ill. judg'd Parallel; as a * late Writer againſt 
you both moſt cruelly demonſtrated, 

I was afterwards inform'd that They werethe Semplar-works 
of a forward little Boarding-School-Mifſs; who vas ambitious 
of becoming, one Time or other, a Maid of Honour ; and indeed 
ſome dainty Virgin Expreſſions in thoſe Performances (as the ſame 
Writer obſerves) rendered it far from being improbable. 

Bur at laſt I was told, in great Confidence, that They were 
the Products of pretty Mr. Fainlove ; but let me beg of you, 
Mr. D' Anvers, ſaid He, not to treat the young Gentleman with 
too much Severity! Look at his Youth and Innocence! He is not 
made for ſuch rough Encounters, O, by no Means, Sir, ſaid I! 
bat burt Mr. Fainlove! — What would the Ladies 

— — Nay, you know that He is a Lady Himſelf; or 
at leaſt ſuch a nice Compoſition of the two Sexes, that it is 
difficult ro diſtinguiſh which is moſt prædominant. My Friend 
Horace hath deſcribed Him much better than I can. | 


uem ſi Puellarum mſereres Choro, 
Mirè ſagaces falleret Hoſpites : 
Diſcrimen obſcurum, ſoluti: 
Crinibus, ambigueque vultu. 


Ovidand Auſonius have likewiſe deſcribed ſuch a pretty Medley 
of the maſculine and feminine Gender in the following Verſes. 


Talis erat Cultu Facies, quam dicere vere 
Virginear in Puero, puerilem in Virgine poſſes. 
OI. 


Dum dubitat Natura Marem, faceretus Puellam . 
Factus es, O pulchre, pene Puell:, Puer. 
Auvsontves. 
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See the Anſwyr te three Pamphlets, & e. 


But 


Bat thought it would be barbarous to handle ſuch a delicate 
Hermophrodite, ſuch as pretty, little, Maſter-Miſs, in too rough a 
Manner; yet you muſt give me Leave, my Dear, to give you 
a little gentle Correction for your own Good, You have car- 
ry'd the Jeſt a little too far in your laſt performance, and tall 
in the Stile of a dirty Black-guard Bey. O fye! Maſter, you 
ſnould never call Names in a Declamarion, nor foul your pretty 
Mouth with ſuch paw Words as Traytor and Villain, The Dia- 
lect of Billing gate is very unbec ming a Court-Education, and 
will deſtroy ail Pretenſions to the Character of a fire Gentleman, 
which you have taken ſo much Pains to acquire, and which 
you wou'd, I dare ſay, be almoſt as loth to loſe as your Place, 
or even another Tooth, | 

You beſpeak the Indulgence of the Publick to this laſt Excre- 
ment of Court-Scandal in 3 præliminary Libel, intitled, A De- 
dication to the Patrons of the Craftſman; and tell us that, the 
Mode obliges a Writer in this Way to draw ſome kind of Charatters ; 
and therefore you beg Leave (as you are a Man of Mode) to in- 
dulge your Fancy in framing ſuch, as you may judpe, perbaps, 
to ve very maſterly Pieces ot Deformity; but, in my Opinion, 
you have over-done it, and crawn ſome glaring Features in 
tull Light, which ought to have teen thrown into Shade, for 
your own Sake. [You ſhould never talk, my Dear, of Baſeneſi, 
Ingratitude and Treachery, becauſe People will be apt to call 
ſome Things to Mind, which you ought to wiſh forgotten, 
and endezvour to find out a Key for your late Writings, 

Neither is it prudent in you to ſpeak, with ſo much Indigna- 
tion, of betraymg private Correſpondencies ; for though the Per- 
fons, who once diſtmgmſh'd you by a peculiar Regard, had, I dare 
ſay, more Diſcretion than to truſt you with any Secrets, in the 
greateſt Height of their Partiality towards you; yet you have 
given us very plain Indications how ready you would have 
been to betray private Correſpondencies, if it had tended to ſerve 


any laudable Purpaſes of the Court, or the Intereſts of Theſe, in 


whoſe Cauſe you are'now ſo zealouſly embark'd. 

© cannot however forbear admiring the Sagacity of your Pa- 
tron, in chuſing ſuch a Papil and Advocate. A Circulator of 
Tittle-Tattle, a Bearer of Tales, a Teller of Fibbs, a ſtation'd 
Spy, even where you was admitted under the ſtrongeſt Pre- 
tences of Friendſhip, and under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to it, 
is a Subject worthy of his Care, and muſt be capable of mak. 
ing great Advances in thoſe Myſteries of political Magick, into 
which He hath initiated you. 

Though I am an old Man, and no great A.imirer of the mo- 
dern Faſhions; yet fince you are pleas'd to tell us that it is the 
Mode to draw ſome Kind of Characters, and conſider Perſons rather 
than Things, I will, in Return, indulge my Fancy, for once, in 
frammg ſuch as may ſuit * who bave the Honour of 
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Patronizing your court Lib; and be aſſured, Sir, that they 
ſhall be as tree from Flattery as your own; though I ſhall not 
altogether follow the modern Faſlion, which you bave introduced. 
I will endeavour to to copy Nature and Truth. Let the World 
judge of the Likeneſs, 

We will ſuppoſe then a Perſon of tolerable ſecond-rate Parts; 
below a Genius; above the Vulgar; of Induſtry inferior to 
few; of Impudence ſuperior to all Men, We will ſuppoſe 
him coming into the World with a low Education, mean Ha- 
bits, and a narrow. Fortune; an Adventurer reſolved to riſc by 
all the Ways, which Time and Accidents ſhould open to him, 
In Parliament ever buſy: at Court always aſſiduous; never 
careſs'd ty the greateſt General, or the greateſt Stateſman of their 
Time ; abſolutely diſlik'd by the fit; and only thought tobe of 
ſome little Uſe by the ſecond; promoted by ove, and juſt ſuſfer'd 
by the other. Buoy'd up by the Stream of Party, and a long 
Series of lucky Accidents, both at home and abroad, this Child of 
Fortune riſes to the firſt Poſt in the Government, with Talents 
ſcarce equa] to the zexth, and Morals unworthy of the lowg/. 
Even Guilt and Puniſument prove Circumſtances in his Favour, 
He proceeds accordingly. He corrupts, and is ſupported by the 
Corrupt. He plunders, and protects the Plunderers. The 
Wealth, the Strength and Honour of the Nation are made ſub- 
ſervient to his Intereſt and the Intereſt of bis Family. Vain of 
his Parts, indifferent as They are, and vainer of his Perſon, 
which is ſtill infinitely worſe, n6 Flattery is too groſs for Him. 
A Writer, who would tell him of his Succeſs in Amours, 
would gain his Favour: inan higher Degree than one, who com- 
mended the Conduct of his Adminiſtration; and yet the whole 
World is convinced that He never gain'd either Man or Woman, 
but as he paid for Them. Let us view Him in anotber Light, 
making Differences in the greateſt Families; firſt, reviling and 
endeavouring to diſtreſs a Father, to whom be had the greateſt 
Obligations; then again, for bis own Intereſt, ſelling and be- 
tray ing the Son to the Father; valuing wether but as they ſery'd 
his Purpoſe; ready to betray both. when He found it his Intereſt 
ſo to do. Let us ſurvey him in the Courſe of a long Admini- 
tration ; giddy with Power ;.. impatient of Controul, and in- 
ſolent to Mankind; baſe to Thoſe, who aſſiſted him in Di. 
ſtreſs; ungrateful to Thoſe, who were the Iuſtruments of his 
Advancement; and zreacherows to Thoſe, who preſery'd Him 
from Diſgrace. Let us behold Him playing the Stateſman in 
foreign Courts, and endeavouring to paſs, off Tricking. for Policy; 
making Treaties, without any Deſign to obſerve them; and 
negotiating his Country out of a State of perfect Franquillity 
into a State of Difficulty, Danger and Dependence. He 
cannot even «fume the Merit of meaning well; nor plead the 
poor Excuſe of having miſcarried in the Conduct of a {oe 

| | -Hgn. 


ä 3 
* 


1 K ec... At AR 


7 

Deſigu. He and bis Flatterers bave been challeng'd, over and 
over, to produce a ſingle Inſtance, of any great or good Action, 
for the national Intereſt, concerted and accompliſh'd hy bim, dur- 
ing ſo long a Continuance in Power, The moſt ſanguine of 
bis Sycophants have not dar'd to take up the Gatintlet, He 
bath been mute. As he roſe by Party, he finds it neceſlary 
to ſupport himſelf by Party; and endeavours to divert the ge- 
neral Hatred of the People from himſelf, by putting bis Maſter 
upon Meaſures, which naturally tend to alienate their Af- 
tect ions. f 


We will ſuppoſe another Perſon, who introduces himſelf 


among bis Betters by being a Buffon; and is turn'd out of 
their Company for being ſaucy, ilt-bred, noiſy, ſcurrilous, ob- 
ſcene ; the Jeſt and Scorn of Mankind! the Admiration of his 
57; intruſted with Affairs of the greateſt Importaice; 
and proving bimſelf, thro' a long Series of Buſineſs incapable 
of it; —intruſted again; ———]ying in the Face of his 
Country ; believed. —ly ing again; detected z 
and yet ſupported. 6 

| Let me ſuppoſe two ſuch Perſons, whom Symparhy ef Nature, 


Proximity of Blood, and the predominaxt Principle of endeavour- 


ing to raiſe themſelves upon the Ruin of their Country, had 
united in the firicteſt Friend ſſip, Confidence and Intimacy; joint Mi- 
uiſlers, and inſiparable Colleagues in the Management of all Af. 
fairs. F Theſe, and ſuch as Theſe, are to be Rulers of Nations; 
if ſuch Characters are to be met with, the People of England will 
conſtder, whether Theſe and [ach as Theſe are the Men, in whoſe 
Hands They are willing to truſt the Intereſt, the Honour and 
Glory of this Kingdom, Baut if no ſuch Perſons are in Being, this 
Deſcription of Them is no more to the Purpoſe, than That 
which gave Occafion to it, 

And now, my Dear, having paid this Regard to your Dedica« 
tion, I ſhall look into the Body of this notable Treatiſe ; in 
which perhaps you may have received ſome Aſſiſtance from 
your Patron himſelf, or that excellent Politician his Brother. I 
do mot deny the whole to be your own Work; for there is 
nothing in the Matter or the Stile of it, which you might not 
be able to produce; but I confeſs even the Bulk makes it # 
Point a little dubious ; and Forty-eight Pages, even of ſuch Stuff, 
ſeem a Toil almoſt too great for the flimſy Texture of ſo de- 
licate a Brain. But however that may be; whether you com- 
piled, or only dedicated the Piece; whether your Patron con- 
tributed ſome Strokes of that Rhetorick, which never per- 
ſuades, and that Pathos, which never moves ; or whether you 


diſcompoy'd the Lilies and Roſes of your Cheeks by a painful 


Collection of all thoſe Common-place Reflections, which 


_ ſwell this elaborate Piece; it cannot be improper to continue 


my Addreſs to you, who have taken his Cauſe under your 
- — : IMC. 


| L. 6. ] 
immediate Care, as he bath taken your Character and Conſel- 
ence under his. | | | | 

You ſet out, Child, with an Aſſertion, which is a flat Con- 
tradition to the whole Tenor of your ſabſequent Libel; for 
you ſay, (p. 1+) that no Plots at home, or Invaſion from abroad ſeem 
to threaten us; and that the Spirit of Jacobitiſm ſeems to be dormant 
in private Corners, till a more proper Seaſon offers to exert itſelf 
aw hereas there :s ſcarce another Page in your whole Declama- 
tion, in which you do not charge the Authors and Patrons of 
the Craftſman with a Deſign of fomenting a Rebellion; overturn- 
ing the preſent Eſtabliſhment; bringing in the Pretender; and con- 
certing another Revolution. Nay, in p. 35. you mention the 
Diſcovery of ſome ſecret Engagements, which theſe pretended Patriots 
have entered into with the Jacobites, You muſt have made this 
important Diſcovery, my Dear, ſince you wrote the firſt Page; 
becauſe you acknowledge that you had no Apprehenſions, at 
that Time, of any Plots at home, or Invafions from abroad, Theſe 
fecret Engagements, ſcem to be of the ſame Nature with thoſe, 
which ſome ſharp-lighred Perſons ſpied out four ar five Years 
ago; and perhaps they may be all be brought fully to Light at 
the ſame Time. r 

You tell us, that you have paſi'd the greateſt Part of the late Va- 
cation in a Country Retirement, and been enjoying the Frants of Peace 
and Liberty, by the Labours of the Buſy and the Great. Lord, 
faid a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, upon reading this Paſ- 
lage, what will this little Creature come out at laſt! a Courtier 
or a Country Gentleman; a Gameſter or a Patriot; a Poet or a 
Pamphleteer; a Man or a Woman ! 

One would be apt to think indeed that a Perſon, who ſcribbles 
in this Manner, can know very little of what is ſtirring in the 
active Part of the World; and I am ſure you did not pick up 
your Materials from the Craſiſinan and Fog's Fournal, which you 
lay you bave conſtantly perus'd. I wiſh you would inform us 
what Part of the Country you chuſe for your Retirement, where 
the People feel the Bleſſings of the preſent Conjuncture in ſo 
ſenſible a Manner; for we hardly meet with any thing but 
Peace, Plenty, Liberty, and Proſperity in every Page of this exqui- 
fice Performance. I fay, my Dear, | wiſh you would be ſo kind 
as to let us know in what Halcyon Part of this Iſland you have 
bad the good Fortune to find ſo agreeable a Retirement, that 
your Fellow-Subjects may have the Pleaſure of partaking the 
Gme Bleſſings, and joining in the ſame Congratulations 
Bur ſuppoſing the Cale to be as you ſtate it, Peace abroad and 
Tranquillity at home; why ſhould it be otherwiſe? Did not your 
Patron find the Nation in Peace ? Does nor every Engliſhman pay 
his Share, of annual Taxcs, towards the Maintenance of 20, ooo 
Men to ſecure Tranquillity at home; and hath he not already 
paid his Quata of five or fix Millions for purchaſing a r 
abroad, 
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abroad, even when we had Reaſon to imagine it ſettled after 4 
proſperous War? This Pezce muſt certainly be a choice 
Commodity at laſt, ſince we have gone to ſo many different 
Markets to buy it, 

am ready, upon all Occafions, to own the Goodneſs of the 
King; but the Lenity which the Crafiſman hath met with trom 
the Miniſters hath been frequent Impriſonments, vexaticus Proſects- 
tions, expenſive Trials, Seizures of his Goods, and Interruption of his 
Buſmeſs. It cannot therefore be thought at all wonderful that 
he thinks himſelf more obliged to the Juſtice of a Fury, than to 
the Lenity of your Patron; and you might as well have 
aſcribed the Lenity of the paſt Seaſon to him. 

You ſeem, little Maſter, to be one of thoſe Patriot whom 
you deſcribe; exceedingly temperate in your Concern for your 
Country, and immoderately zealous in the Intereſt of your Patron. 
For my Part, I have no great Notion of thoſe two ſukewarm 
Virtues, which you are pleaſed to recommend: I meat Calmnefs 
under any impending Danger of your Country; and Moderation to- 
wards the Authors of it. Thefe were Virtues unknown to the 
antient Patrons of Greece and Rome; who have, on ſome Occaſi- 
ons, ſacrificed not only private Friendſhips, but even the Senti- 
ments of natural Affeition to the Love of their Country. 

You are graciouſly pleaſed to declare that you will have ſo 
much Charity for the moſt inveterate of our modern Incendiaries, 
that you believe, at firſt ſetting out, They did not deſign to have run 
the Lengths, that Time and Deſpair have obliged them to do 
Why this is mighty civilly done indeed! But what Deſpair, 
Child, do you mean ? Deſpair of reforming your Patron or his 
Meaſures ?——> However, to ſhew you, my Dear, bow prateful 
we are for ſuch an Obligation, we will return your Patron the 
ſame Compliment, and charitably believe that he did not think 
of running ſuch Lengths, at his firſt ſetting out; but being once em- 
bark d, and having always had a natural Appetite of engroſſing 
more Power than is confiſtent with a Subject, and amaſſing 
more Wealth than” it was poſſible for him to accumulate by 
honeſt Methods, he found it neceſſary ro go on from one De- 
gree of Iniquity to another, for his own Support. 

I will likewiſe compliment him with your Nemo repente fuit 
turpiſſimus; and the whole Paragraph, which is tacked to i-, 
properly belongs to him. You ſeem ſurprized, Maſter, that any 
Men, whoſe Principles and Education proclaimed them to be W higgs, 
and whoſe Actions for the firſt Part of their Lives, confirm'd that Opi- 
nion, could reſolve at once to leave their former Friends, &c. There 
muſt be certainly ſome ſtrong Cauſe for ſuch an extraordinary 
Event; and lam ready to grant that either theſe Gentlemen, or 
Thoſe, whom they have left, have abandon'd their former Princr- 
ples; but I will venture to challenge your Patron to mark out 
one Paſſage, or to produce a ſingle Inſtance of any Propolition, 
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in which the Authors of the Craftſman have deviated from the 
Principles of true Whiggi/m, On the contrary, I will under. 
take to prove that the Maxims, upon which your Patron hath 
been defended, ſtrike at the Root of all Liberty, and are the 
Principles of arbitrary Power. | 

1 will likewiſe defy you to make good another Aſſertion, 
which hath been often repeated, and to point out one Paragraph 
in which his Majeſiy's Perſon hath been treated with DiſreſpeR. 
If the Characters of good and bad Kings have been exhibited, in 
the Courſe of Mr, Oldcaſile's excellent Obſervations, it muſt 
be your own bad Heart, which applies the worſt ta his preſent 
Majeſty, To affirm that we ought never to quote a diſagree- 
able Piece of Hiſtory, exceeds the Politeneſs of the Count Parſon, 
who thought it the height of Rudeneſs to mention Hell or 
Damnation in the King's Chapel. | 

I will go farther, and put the Caſe even according to your 
own Suppofition; that a Perſon, concerned for the Welfare 
of his Prince, and debarred from his Preſence, ſhould take the 
Liberty to ſend him ſome Advice in the Diſguiſe of Hiſtory, 
and even to mark with Italic: thoſe Paſſages, where be ima- 
gin'd his Danger to be the greateſt; does ſuch a Proceeding 
deſerve the Author's Epithet, Traiterous ? No; the Flatterer, and 
not the Plain dealer, is the Traitor. 

You ſeem very apprehenſive Pag. 7. of being turned into 
Ridicule by the witty Reaſoners of this Age, for repreſenting the 
paultry Authors of a Two-penny Paper, as Men of ſuch Importance, 
that they are able to overturn the Conſtitution at Pleaſure. 
Why really, Maſter, they do make a very conſiderable Figure 
an your Works, and ſeem to eclipſe your Patron a little in bis 
Negotiations with the Publick. But why will you have any 
Thing to do with theſe witty Reaſonere, if you are afraid of 
being turn'd into Ridicule by them? Or why will ſuch a nice 
Beau as you undertake the nauſeous Task of raking into Dirt, 
and run the Hazard of being fullied your ſelf? Prithee, leave off 
this new Trick of political Defamation; and if thou haſt catched 
an Itch of fcribbling, diſplay thy Learning io the Fairy Tales, and 
publiſh Obſervations on Story Books; That is the only Hiſtory 
fit for ſuch a Writer to dabble in. What haſt thou to do with 
Trade or Treaties, or Mr, H——s# Why fſhould'ſt thou ſully 
thoſe pretty Figures with Ink? Methinks a Fan would become 
them much better than a Pen; but to draw thy Grey-Gooſe- 
Dill againſt either of thoſe, whom thou haſt choſen for thy 
Adverfaries, is juſt as if a Lilliputian fliould offer to encounter 
a Brobdignagnian in ſingle Combat. | : 

In Page 11, you are more ſevere upon your own Patron, 
than you are ſcurrilous upon the Patrons of the Craftſman: for 
let the World judge whoſe Head the Cap fits beſt. — 4n im- 


pudent Pace muſt paſs for the Evidence of an honeſt Pn 2 
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bold Aſſertion ſupply the Want of Matter of Fact; and a ſaucy 
Repetition of the ſame Faiſhood be impos'd as an undoubted Proof of 
Veracity.— Lord! ſaid I, what could Maſter mean, to kick 
down all his labour'd Panegyrick at once by ſuch an injudicious 
Paragraph? Indeed. my Dear, you muſt not mdulge your 
Fancy in drawing ſuch Characters, as much as it may be the 
modern Faſhvon. . 

You now propoſe to give «us a few Inſtance: of the ſeveral 
Heads abovementioned, as far as you can recollect from thi: Load 
of Infamy and Scandal, not having any Collection by you.——— 
W hat a Piry is it that you have not been able, aiter ali the 
Pains you have taken, to get a compleat Set of the CVafiſman 
from Coffee houſes and Bookſellers Shops. 1 think it was very 
uncivil in Mr, Franckliz not to oblige you with a Collection, 
when you ſent to him for it; but if you will have Patience 
for two or three Months longer, you may have as many Sets of 
this Load of Infarmy and Scandal as you pleaſe, and be able to 
quote Chapter and Verſe, from our political Geneſes to the Re- 
velations, without being oblig'd to your Jacobite Neighbour, 

In the firſt Place you are very angry with us for complain- 


ing of the great Load of Taxes and Debts, which the Nation lies 


under; and tel! us that Theſe are one of the Inconveniencies, which 
no human Prudence can prevent, Your Reaſon ſeems to be, that 
if human Prudence could have prevented it, your Patron would 
certainly have done it; and who will have the Impudence to 
deny ſuch Concluſions ?But alas! what halt thou to do with 
Taxes or Debts, which I dare ſay you underſtand as much as 
you feel? Thoſe, whom you call the Patrons of the Craftſman, 
pay their Taxes out of large Eſtates; and even the Craft/man 
Himſelf contributes near a thowſand Pounds a Year out of his 


Labours for the Publick, to his Majeſty 's Revenue. But which 


Way can'ſt Thou pretend to have ever paid any Taxes, unleſs it 
be out of a Penſion, or a Salary ? 

The Preſervation of our Religion and Liberties is always made 
the Pretence and Excuſe for theſe Debts; and becauſe it once 
made the incurring of a large Debt really neceſſary, is therefore 
trumpt up to ſerve every dirty Job of a Miniſter. Our Reli- 
gion and Liberties are certainly very valuable Bleſſings. I am 
as ready to contribute, and willing to venture as far as any 
Man for the Support of both; but Thoſe, who bring either of 
them in Danger, are anſwerable for the Expences, which thoſe 
Dangers occafion. | hope the letting in the Light of the Goſpel 
will not be a perpetual Window-Tax upon the Nation; and that 
We ſhall not always continue to pay Fees for our Liberties, 
the Priſoners in the Fleet do for a Da- Rule. | 

If the Authors of the Craftſman complain that the national 
Debts are not diminiſhed during a continued Peace for eighteen 
Years, are they therefore EE Men? Or, if they _ 
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that They are increaſed, when the Caſe is evidently fo, are 
They bad Arichmeticians. 

Yow wonder, my Dear, how this Charge can be ſupported, My 
Wonder is quite different; for 1 think the Charge much more 
eaſily ſupporred than the Taxes, without any Reflection on the 
glorious Memory of King William, Nobody is more ready 
than my ſelt to acknowledge the Obligations We lie under to 
that immortal Prince for our Delivery from Popery and Slavery ; 
but at preſent, I think, We ftand very much in Need of « 
wiſe aud frugal Miniſter to deliver us from the Burthen of 
Debt, and Taxes, 

Here you take Notice of a Libel (as you call it) intitled a 
State of the National Debt, with the odious Lift of Taxes made 
perpetual c. at the Tail of it; and tell us that the Falſuy of 
this Libel hath bsen notoriouſly made appear, upon an accidental Oc- 
curence in the Houſe of Commons, ſoon after che Publication of 
it. This is an arrant Fib, Maſter; and I believe your 
Patron will not think Himſelf obliged to you for reviving the 
Memory of an Affair, in which He received ſuch a memorable 
Defeat from a Gentleman, who never valued Himſelf upon any 
extraordinary Skill in Accounts; but by a little Application and 
a common Capacity, He unravel all this labour'd Myſtery and 
diſcomfired the pretended Goliah at his own Weapons. You 
cannot forget, my Dear, in what an inſolent, oſtentatious Man- 
ner your Patron bebaved at firſt, in this Debate, as if Nobody 
underſtood any Thing of the Matter but Himſelf; and how 
He hung his Head, when he found Himſelf obliged to confeſs 
his Ignorance before the whole Houſe, and to ſtand corrected in 
many Particulars, by his Adverſary, whom he bad thus arro- 
gantly defy'd. The Gentleman took no great Glory to Himſelf 
trom this Victory, but ingeniouſly declar'd, that any Body 
might eaſily make himſelf Maſter of this Subject, as dark and 
intricate as it ſeem'd to be, and as your Patron endeavour'd to 
make it, by only reading over three or four Act, of Parliament, 
Mr. Hutcheſon's State f the Debts, and a few other Pamphlets. 
But this was a terrible Oyerthrow to your Patron, as it dil- 
cover'd his Nakedneſs in the fingle Branch of bis Adminiſtra- 
tion, in which He was ever ſuppoſed to have more than ordinary 
Capacities; and the Managers of the great Companies, who might 
have been poſſeſs'd with a Notion of his Abilities in this Parti- 
cular, muſt be now convinced of their Error, and that He is far 
from being the only Man (on many Accounts not the fitteſt Man) 
to whoſe Hands their Properties may be ſafely committed. 

This was demonſtrated in a * Pamphlet, publiſh'd ſoon after; 
in which the whole Controverſy is ſtated at large, and no 


* Conſiderations on the National Debts, the finking Fund, and tho 
State of publick Credit, &c, 
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Anſwer to it was ever attempted; which is the Reaſon, I pre- 
ſume, that you did not mention hi. Libel as well as the other. 

You allow the Loſſes, ſuſtain d by our Merchants in the Weſt 
Indies, to be a real Misfortwune ; a Misfortune to be lamented, complain d 
of (by every body, except the Craftſman) and, if poſſible, to be 
redreſs d.— — [Is then the Reparation, ſtipulated to our 
Merchants, become a Point of bare Poſſibility only, after all their 
Trouble and Expences, as well as the Aſſurances, which were 

iven them of Satistaction? For God's ſake, my Dear, don't 

lab out ſuch unwelcome Secrets, but keep up their Spirits 
with Hopes for ſome Time longer, left They ſhould grow im- 
patient, and teaze your Patron with freſh Repreſentations D-n't 
offer to ſay that aur real Loſſes are not ſufficient to raiſe ſuch a 
Clamour of Themſelves; becauſe ſuch an Inſul: upon the unhappy 
Sufferers may provoke Them to lay their Caſe before the Parlia- 
ment, and to prove, as I am afraid it is eaſy to do, that the 
Loſſes of this Nation, by our late Rupture with Spain, are much 
greater than they have been yet repreſented. 

Sati faction to the Merchants (ſays our pretty Maſter) is the leaſt 
Thing They were anxious for. That would put an End to C\amour 
and Diſcontent ; and their only Hope, at preſent, is a Failure in ths 
pundtual Obſervation of the Articles for this Purpoſe. 

Here's another Blas now! What Occaſion had you, Child, to 
talk of Failures ? You ſhouid always inſiſt upon poſutive Aſſurances, 
as your Patron hath done for many Years together, and make a 
bold Aſſertion ſupply the Want of Matter of Fad. But if 
Reparation to our Merchants would put an End to Clamour and Diſ- 
content; prithee, adviſe thy Patron to make Them eaſy in this 
Reſpect, and give theſe wicked Incendiaries a finiſhing Blow. _——- 
That would be a Triumph indeed! and ſerve as well as 
Mr. Osberne's Thunder-Clap. 

The Loſs of every Ship, ſays the young Gentleman, is à national 
Concern ; and, as ſuch, it appears it was conſidered in our late 
Treaty with Spain hut it likewiſe appears that We have 
hitherto had no Reparation ; though the Merchants have taken 
all the becoming Methods recommended by this Maſter of political 
Ceremonies. They repreſented their Grievances to the Miniſter. 
They petition'd the Parliament, and ſometimes complain'd of 
their Caſe in Letters to the Crafr/man, This is called aggravating 
their Misfortune, and making it an Handle for Clamour, Such a 
modeſt Exhortation to Men under Misfortunes not to complain 
or cry out, is juſt in the Style of the Butcher to his Hog, which 
He was carrying to Slaughter; D—n Thee for a noiſy, grunting 
Beaſt, can't you lie ſtill and be quiet, like that Sheep yonder ? 

Maſter, goes on thus, The/e are the only real Inconveniencies, or 
Misfortunes, that I can recollect, as charged to the Account of the 
preſent Miniſters, ſince the Hanover Succeſſion took Place — 
Say'ſt Thou ſo, my Dear? What a ſad Thing it is to have a bad 
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Memory? Did'ſt Thou never read any Thing about large, ſland- 
ing Armies in Times of Peace; unnatural Allyances; defiruttrue Expe- 
ditins abroad, and merry-making Armada at home; impracticable 
Treaties ;, diſhonourable Expedients ; Heſſian Troops; Iriſh Recrwits ; 
Gibraltar ; the Reparation of Dunkirk ; Indignities offer d to the 
Bririſh Flag ; or the Affair of Santa Lucia? — Prithee, 
ru» up thy Memory a little, and tecollect whether you never 
heard of a certam Contract with the BANK (the moſt iniquitous 
Part of the South-Sea Scheme!) which, though drawn up by 
your Patron s own Haad, and made with the utmoſt Solemnity, 
He did nor ſ:ruple to declare null and void, after He had made 
his own Advantage of it, though to the Ruin of Thouſands of 
Famil es? — Did'ſt thou never hear of the ſame Perſon's 
buying up great Quantities of Army Debentures at a very bigh 
Diſcount (perhaps moſt of them with the publick Money too) 
and when he was poſſeſſed of them, providing an Intereſt for 
them, with a Retroſpect for ſcveral Years; nay, what is ſtill 
more extraordinary, chuſmg Them out of all the Debts of the Pub- 
lick to be firſt paid off, though They originally had no Fund appropri- 
ated for the Payment of the Principal er Intereſt? See ! 
whar it is nor to have a Collection of that Load of Infamy and 
Scandal, in which ſuch Things are mention'd! 

You ſeem to think yourſeit very witty in ſuppoſing that the 
late Rebellion will not be brought to his Account; and yet, as arch 
as you are, I think you had much better have ſaid nothing about 
ir ; for though it may not, perhaps, be brought to his Account; 
yet it is well known, thar He found his Account in it. 

Bur now comes the Concluſion from theſe Premiſſes ——— 
From theſe Inconveniences therefore, fewer, and leſs conſiderable 
than ever attended this Nation for ſo long à Series of Time as ſince 
bis late Majeſty's Acceſſion, it appeared dlſſiault, it hath proved vain 
to attempt the Deſtruction of the Miniſters, Well faid, 
Maſier, upon my Word! you now begin to underſtand your 
L-iſn, and promiſe to make a great Man in Time. 
This Nation was never attended with fewer 0+ leſs conſiderable In- 
CONVERIENCIES ! = Excellently afſerted ! There is ſome Spirit 
in This. I defy your Patron himſelf to make a rounder Aſſer- 
tion, when He next riſes up in Defence of his late Meaſures. 

After This, you break out into the uſual Strain of Exultati- 
on upon the Felicity of the Times can hardly determine 
which of the Two is moſt ridiculous; a pert, little Creature 
talking in this ſhameleſs Manner; or a Man that pravely fits 
down to anſwer ſo many confi dent Affirmations without the 
leaſt Proof, or any Regard to the Rep ies, which have been made 
ro them over and over again Peace, Plenty, and Tranquillity, 
Tucreaſe of Riches, flouriſhing State of Trade and publick Credit, are 
only ſo many Words in your Patron's political Breviary, which 
his Creatures are oblig'd to repeat, like a Bead. Roll, upon . Oc- 
| : | caſions. 
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caſions. It puts me in mind of a profligate Prieſt ſinging a 
Requiem over a poor, miſerable, departing Sinner. 

You are ſo modeſt, indeed, when you ſpeak of our flouriſhing 
Trade, as to add this Reſtriction, except with ſome ſmall Interrup- 
tion. You might have added likewiſe, ſome moderate Seizures, 
and inconſiderable Depredations. 

I cannot recollect, my Dear, that I have ever wrote any thing a- 
gainſt the Intereſt of the Bazk, the South Sea Company, or the India 
Company, as They were juſt and fair Creditors of the Publick. It 
is the Buſineſs of every honeſt Man to do what is in his Power 
to ſupport their Credit. But as Monopolies and excluſrue Corpora- 
tions, indeed, I have always thought them dangerous Tools in the 
Hands of a Miniſter, I have conſtantly declared againſt any Fobb 
done forany of them, I have likewiſe always been againſt any clan- 
deſtine Trade ; which is not only injurious to the Proprietors, but often 
prejudicial to the Nation, as it gives thoſe Powers, with whom 
this private Trade is carry'd on, a plauſible Pretence for quarrel- 
ling with us, whenever their Intereſt or Reſentment prompts 
them to it. I ſuppoſe, Maſter, This is what you mean by ſay- 
ing that I have written againſt the ſeveral great Companies. 

You go on in the fame maſterly Stile This cavilling 
about foreign Politicks, and theſe unavoidable Inconveniencies have 
not inflamed the People to call out for a Change of Government 
What do you mean by a Change of Government, my Dear? If 
you mean a Change of the Conſtitution, I agree with you, The 
People have not call'd out for a Change of the Conſtitution; nor 
do They ſeem to be in a Diſpoſition to ſubmit to it, if your 
Patron ſhould attempt it, They call out very loudly for the 
Preſervation of it. But if you mean the Change of the Miniſtry, 
I muſt confeſs that I think the People have diſcover'd ſome 


ſmall Incligation that way, though without Succeſs. They ſeem 


to call out for new Miniſters, as Owen Glendower call'd Spirits 
from the Dead. They will not always come when He calls, 


I hope, Maſter, that you was well inform d, when you aſſured 


us that the Deſign of reſtraining the Prels lives not but in our own 
Brains. I hope the Government is not ſo weak as to ſtand in need of 
ſo extraordinary a Remedy But here you ſeem to forget 
yourſelf again;. for about 14 Pages after this gracious Declarati- 


on, you expreſs your Concern, in a very pathetick Manner, 


that our excellent Laws ſhould prove a Sanctuary for theſe artful 
Revilers and hypocritical Diſperſers of Treaſon; and, in another 
Place, you ſay that They ought to be puniſh'd, inſtead of de- 
ſpis'd.———— Why ſo, my Dear, if your own Obſervation is 
juſt (and I think it by far the beſt in your whole Book) 
that it iz not the Accuſation, but the Truth of it, which gives the 
Hound; and an innocent Man feels no more pain from the pub- 
liſhing a falſe Slander, than the Slanderer gains Credit by mventmg 
the Falſhood — I fay, if This be true, and your Patron is 

| | — 


_ 
LP - -e-- 


5 20 


L 14 ] 


an innocent Man, what Occaſion is there for Puniſhment ? or why 
need you feel any Concern, Child, that our et Law. ſhould 
prove a Sanctuary to theſe ariful Revilers . 1 at u Late, 
Maſter, that ſuch a Dejign never liv'd in wy vher Bratus b ties 
ours ? Have no Arremp:s been made to this Pu pr? Wire no 
Perſons ever ſounde upon it, or even folic gd tO come into 
it? — Have a Care, my Dear, how you K upon £04 19 
aſſcverate too ſtrongly upon this Head, leſt you ſhow 4 ve open» 
ly convicted of Faiſhood, and it ſhouia "Pp:a hat ur Parron 
us d his utmoſt Enicavours ro accomp.:ſh this Degzzn; tut 
meeting with the Repuiſe, which He deterv'd, was og d © 
lay it aſide, and affected the outward Appei ance vt being a 
Friend to that Liberty, which He had ſ-cretiy artemptea to 
ſupprels. 

But nothing, ſurely, can be more ridiculous than your Com- 
paints of ſcurrilous Language, Billing ſgate, ani calling Names: tor 
(to uſe your awn Words) I could undertake to prodygce more ſcur- 
rilous Language, more private Scandal, and more urgentiemaniike 
Abuſe out of the Libels againſt the ſuppoſed Authors and Patrons 
or the Crafiſman, for theſe four Years paſt. than can poſfivly be ſhewn 
in all the polemical Writings of any Reige whatſoever, — ——- og ue, 
Raſcal, Lyar, Scoundrel, Traytor, and Villain, are the principal 
Flowers of your Rhetorick, and the Foundation of all your 
Arguments, Prithee, Child, talk no more of Scurriluy, whilſt 
your own Writings diſcover ſuch a cordial Ummon and Alliance 
between Billingſgate and St. 7 

You have diſplay'd your Ignorance and Indiſcretion in another 
Paſſage, relating to your Patron; where you ſuppoſe the Terms 
avaritions and expenſive, emerprizing and cowardly, bold and fearful, 
ignorant and cunning, to be inconfittent and contradictory Epithets. 

If you had ever read Saluſt, Maſter, you would have found 
this Deſcription of Cataline; alieni appetens ; ſui profuſur; that is, 
greedy of other People's Money, and a Squanderer of his own. Tacitus 
calls a Sa Minifter (I think it is Sejanus) Rapti Largitor; which 
may be tranſlated a plundering Spendthrift Nay, Rapine and 
Profuſion are ſo far from being inconſiſtent, that there is an im- 
mediate Conne&tion between them. Extravagance and Diſtreſs 
naturally inſpire Avarice, zs Avarice renders Corruption familiar and 
neceſſary I could mention a Stateſman (or rather a Miniſter) 
of this Kind, whoſe Extravagance made Him ſo neceſſitous, when 
he came into Power, and his Neceſſi:tes ſo corrupt, that he made 
no Scruple to pay off all his Tradeſuien their long Arrears by 
Employments under the Government. 

In the ſame Minner a Man may be enterprizing and cowardly, 
bold and fearful; like the Bully you deſcribe; who flouriſhes his 
Sword at the Corner of every Street, and yet peihaps will take a 
Kick or a Box on the Ear, very patiently, from a Man of true Ho- 
your and Courage. h 


Ignorance 


4 

Ignorance and Cunning are equally confiſtent in the ſame Cha- 
ratte, une you will ſuppoſe, in Contradiction to publick 
Notoriety, that it is impoſſible for a Man to be totally ignorant 
of political Affairs, who bath proved Himſelf cunning enough to 
raite an exorbitant Eſtate by Bribery, Corruption and Steck jobbing. 

The rwo Epithets, Which ſeem to give your Patron's Stomach 
molt Offence, are corrupt and blundering; and therefore our pretiy, 
Intle Scribbler thinks them deterving a more particular RegarCom 
We mukt a tend attend upon Maſter in this Diſquiſition. 

I wiſh, young Gentleman, that I couid, with tolerable Decency, 
return your Fairon the Compliment, which you have been pleas'd 
to britow upn mine, in the following Words. 17 will be readily 
granted, that amongſt Thoſe, who wiſh the Deſtruction of the Mini- 


ſters, ney, and have vow'd it too, there are not wantmg Men of 


great arts, vers d in the Ways of Buſineſs, acquainted with Courts, 
and not ignorant of Mann W hat a Pity is it, I ſay, that 
] cannot apply any of thei: great Qualities to your Patron, 
without incurring the Imputation of groſs Flaitery, Which is as 
nauſcous to Ate, as it is agreeable to Him! | 

The Vow, faid to bave been made, for the Deſtruſtien of a 
Miniſter, is trumpt up and exaggerated upon all Occaſions, 
though it hath been already explain'd, and ſhewn not to be of 
ſo bloody a Nature, as the Friends of the Minſter, from their 
own direful Apprebenſions, have repreſented i: What an 
unpardonable Piece of Iniwmariy is it tor any Gentleman to at- 
rempt the Ruin of « Auster, in his miniſterial Capacity, when 
He is reduced to the Alternative of giving up the Mmyſter or 
his Country? A Man, who preters the Safety of his Country to 
the filling of his Pockets now a days becomes the Object ot W on- 
der and Ridicule; an old-faſhion'd Fellow with Cravat-Strmgs 
and Pantaloon Breeches. 

Bur the moſt ſurprizing Charge of all is our Accuſition of Cor- 
ruption, and not attempring the Proot of it in the preſent Siruation 
of the Miniſter; but you ſeem, pretty Sir, to take the Word Cor- 
ruption, in a limited Senſe, and con fine it to the Corrupter 
Give me Leave to illuſtrate This by a parallel Caic—There is a 
certain, unnatural, reigning Vice (indecent and almoſt ſhocking 
to mention) which hath, of late, been ſeverely pnniſt'd in a 
neighbouring Nation, It is well known that there muſt be 
two Parties in this Crime; the Pathick and the Agent; both 
equally guilty. I need not explain Theſe any farther. The 
Proof of the Crime hath been generally made by the Pathick; 
but I believe that Evidence will not be obtained quite ſo eaſily 
in the Caſe of Corruption, when a Man enjoys every Mcment 
the Fruits of his Guilt. | 

What follows, Page 23, is the familiar and cuſtomary In- 
terpoſition of the ſacred Character of Majeſly to ſcreen the 


Aimiſter; a pitiful ſculking behind the Throne, fo often ren 
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and without any Anſwer, that I ſhall take no farther Notice 
of it. 

The next high Crime and Miſdemeanour charged upon us 
by the dapper little Author, is calling his Patron a Blunderer. It 
is ſomewhat ſtrange, my Dear, that you ſhould find Fault with 
the ſotteſt Word that can be given, ſuppoſing the Caſe to be 
as We put it; for Male- Admmiſtration muſt be either Blundering 
or Treac hery; a Fault in the Heart, or in the Underſtanding, 
For my Part, I think Slundering the moſt charitable, Kind and 
even friendly Epithet in this Caſe; for what muſt We call 
Him otherwiſe; or why ſhould it offend Him, if He does not 
deſerve it? Queen Elizabeth's Fool, who was whipt for calling 
a ſimple Courtier Brother, had Senſe enough to know that if 
he had call'd Lord Burleigh ſo, it would have given no 
Offence, 

But it ſeems a certain Patron of the Craftſman does not con- 
fider how far his own Reputation ſuffers for having been the 
FoLLOWER of a Fool; fighting under his BANNERS, and en- 
deavouring to perſuade the World that He is able to inſtruct his 
M as TER.——— What canſt Thou mean, Chit, by all this 
Stuff? I don't underſtand what Right your Patron had, from 
any Circumſtances of Character, Fortune, or Abilities, to erect 
his Standard in a joint- Adminiſtration, and to command others 
to follow Him as their Maſter. We are very ſenſible indeed 
that He had always a Spirit of Domination in him; but why 
ſhould Theſe, who never wanted his Aſſiſtance, be obliged to 
ſubmit to his Authority ? 

How far the Principles of Honour may engage ſome Men not to 
blaſt the Reputation of other;, with whom They have lived in Friend- 
ſſp, you will not determine. Pray, Maſter, read this Para- 
graph over again, and weigh it well. Think what Reflections 
may be made upon it, when the World ſhall come to compare 
this Sentence and your Conduct together. Will it not be na- 
tural to ask if you never had any particular and very great 
Obligations to a certain Perſon? Was you not taken into his 
Houſe like one of his own Family? Did tHe not in every 
Thing ſhew a Diſpoſition, perhaps more, to ſerve you? Did 
He not almoſt fingly ſupport your Character, when the little 
Finicalneſs of your Perſon bad made you the Joke and Con- 
tempt of Mankind? Might not This be carried ſtil! farther ?— 
Here therefore I will ſtop; Only thus much may be ſaid— 
This former Patron of yours was, at leaſt, the remote Cauſe of 
your obtaining the very Employment you now enjoy; and your 
preſent Patron, as deſtitute as He is of Friend, would have 
thought you too inſignificant an Acquiſition to have been pur- 
chas'd at ſo high a Price, if it had not been for the Additional 
2— of having purloin'd you from his next Door Neigh- 
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Your next judicious Charge againſt Mr, D' Anvers is, that 
He hath comp/iain'd of Corruption in Election of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament. This is, no doubt, a moſt impudent and ground- 
leſs Charge; and 1 hope the Reader wil! reſent the Frivolouſaeſs 
of the Complaint. But it unluckily happens that the Electors 
of Great Britain have received a {mall Rebuke, of the ſame 
Nature, from their Repreſentatives, as well as Mr. D' Anders; 
for I think the late Ad agamſt Corruption is Elecdions is almoſt ag 
unmannerly as the Writiags of the Craftſman. 

Having cail'd upon the collective Body of the People, the thres 
great Companies, and (what is more than all) your own Patron 
to avenge Themſelves upon this Crafiſman, with no better 
Succeſs than the Craſiſman and the People have call'd for 2 
Change of the Miniſiry; you call, at laſt, very loudly upon 
both Houſes of Parliament to deſtroy Him without any Cere-, 
mony. His Crime towards theſe auguſt Bodies is, that He hath 
ſomewtiere ſaid that They cught to be as independent of the 
Crown as puſſible; and that it is dangerous to the Liberty of 
Parliament to let too many of the Members accept of Places at 
Court. — How baſe, fays little Maſter, is this Maxim? How 
falſe is the Concluſion? Is our Commonwealth ſo form'd, that the 
Service 2 King ad of the People 1 inconſiſtent? Vet as baſe 
as this Maxim may ſcæn in your Eyes, it hach been the Maxim 
of ſome of the wiſeſt en of Evgland; particularly of your 
own Patron, who declared, about twelve Years ago, that the 
King's Service was 4 Burihen too great for ay Man of Honour to 
bear ; that is, mcon/jfewt with the Service of the People, But let us 
turn this Propoſition to the other Side; and ask our little Gentle- 
man, whether the Service of the King and of the Peofle is {0 
inconſiſtent, that a Country Gentleman cannot perform vt at the 
ſame Time? that When Ile is return'd as a Repreſentative of 
his Country, it is abſolutely neceſſary to engage Him by ſome 
Reward to ſerve his. King, Is the Crown to ſuſpect a Country 
Gentleman, with a good Eflate, of any Delign to diſturb and 
overturn the Government, in which He hath ſo great a Stake? 
Ought we not to ſuppoſe that his Zeal and Concern for the joint 
Iatereſt of Vg and People, as well as his Weight and Credit, 
will be proportionably greater than That of a little, dirty Fel- 
low in an Office? Is it not natural for the People to judge 
Suoſedies more necelliry, when they are raiſed by Repreſenta- 
tives, who put none of them into their own Pockets, than by 
ſuch as are reimburs'd? and is it not more honourable for the 
Crown to receive them at ſuch Hands? 

No leſs unfortunate is thy Reaſoning, wy Dear, in the fol- 
lowing Part of the {ame Paragraph, where you fax Thoſe 
with Self inter- ſtedueſe, il abandon'd their Places, in order to 
vindicate Thoſe, who kept them. I believe, jI may venture to 
ſay that ſome of them might have held their Emp:oyments till 
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upon the fame ſlaviſn Terms, which you propoſe. Methinks, 
quitting a Place is an odd Mark of au intereſied View ; and your 
Patron formerly reaſon'd in the ſame Manner, when the fame 
Aſperſions were caſt upon Him for refigaing his Employ ments; 
but We are not to expect Conſiſtency either in You or Him. 
I muſt however congratulate Him on being blefs'd with the 
concurring Services of ſo many worthy Patriots, who diſcover 
none of theſe ſelf Views by quitting ther Places. 

For my Part, I really and on my Conſcience believe that the 
Charge of endeavouring to get into Employment by Oppoſition 
was never more groundleſs than at preſent, I believe no hody 
is very ambitious of getting up to the Top of a falling Houſe; 
and ſuch, my Drar, I take your Patron's Syſtem of Affairs to 
be at preſent. 

You go on fibbbing moſt abominably in the two next 
Pages; where you charge us with abuſing the Fudges ard 
the Bench of Biſhops, Let me beg of you, my dear little 
Trifler, to quote the Paper, where We cali the great Oracles of 
the Law a Pack of Fudges. I can recollect no ſuch Expreſſion 
but am ready to produce many Paſſages, where We have ex- 
pre(s'd the utmoſt Reſpect for thoſe learned and venerable Sages, 
without leaving the leaſt Room to ſuſpect us of Irony or Aicule. 
In one Place, particularly, We acknowledge that the Bench was 
never fill'd with more able and upright Men than it is at pre- 
ſent; and I am ſure no Body can be more ſincerely pleas'd 
than my ſelf, to ſee that excellent Perſon, who hath long pre- 
fided in one of our Comrts of Fuſtice with the greateſt Ability 
and lategrity, diſtinguiſh'd by thoſe Honours, to which his 
Merit hath fo juſtly intitled Him. | 

As to the Right Reverend my Lords, the Biſhops, J hope their 
Reputatien does not ſtand in need of ſuch childiſh Panegyricks; 
and I will leave Mankind to judge, whether it is not the great- 
eſt Reflection on that venerable Bench to ſuppoſe Them capable 
of being turn'd into Ridicule, on Account of their Piety or 
Learning. ; k 

Another Falſhood, which you have broach'd in the ſame Para- 
graph is, that We have recommended Afaſmation of Mmiſters ; 
which is ſo directly contrary to Truth, that We have expreſs'd 
our Abhorrence of it in that very Paper, I think, to which 
you allude; and ſhew'd the ill Conſequences of it to the Pub- 
lick, as it defrauds them of a juſt Example of Puniſhment to 
deter future Crimmals, and finks the Memory of a wicked Man's 
Guile in Cor-piſſiin for the Manner of his Death But 
how can We expect Truth in the Defence of a Cauſe, which ſub- 
fiſts upon Fal/hood ? | 

As your Engagements oblige you to ſtick at nothing, ſo you 
are not aſhamed to charge us with having inſulted and calumni- 
pied the beſt of Duceng, We could likewiſe prove the Falſhood 

of 
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of this Aſſertion, and produce ſeveral laſtances from our Writings, 
in which We cffer'd our juſt Tribute of Praiſe upon her Maje- 
ty's firſt Acceſſion to the Throne; but herein, Maſter, lies the 
D fference between us. You ſeem to think that a continual 
Re-iteration of the ſame trite Topics of Panegyrick may be of 
Advantage to your Fortune, We apprehend, un the contrary, 
that always dwelling upon the ſame Complwents which grow 


nauſeous, and Cegenerate into the meaneſt Flattery by Repetition, 


is highly diſadvantageous to ber Character; and We leave the 
Worid to judge who ſet her Majefty in the faireſt Light ; They 
who act as if the deſpiſes ſuch little Artifices; or They, who repre- 
ſent Her in their Writings as one, weak enough to be caught 
by ſuch low Adulation — Thus are you, Sir, conſtantly 
employing your pretty Parts to deck out and adorn the Throne; 


but can't you moderate the Luſt of Antirhefis in your Panegyrick 


upon Majeſty; or do you think it any Cowpliment to a great 
Queen to ſwell up the Inventory of her Royal Virtues by De- 
ductions from the Merit of a poor weekly Writer; for This, my 
Dear, is the Sum of your Encomium Who is the 
goodliefſt Woman ] The . Who 1s the wickedeſt 
Man ? The Craftſman. Who is the beſt of Proteſtants ? The 
2—.— Who is a Facobite in his Heat, and en- 
deavours to bring in Popery and the Pretender ? The Craftſman, — 
Who is the beſt of Mrves, and takes Care of her numerous Fa- 
Mily ? The 5. — Who is a Cannibal, and would 
devour his own Children? The Crafiſman. Her Majeſty is 
highly oblig'd to ſuch coarſe Dauber,; and great Honuur, no 
doubt, muſt redound to Her by ſuch an Oppoktion of Cha- 
Pactersy— But woben you fit down again to draw ſuch 
Pictures, let me adviſe you to follow the Example of your ju- 
dicious Fellow-Labourer, Mr. Francis Walſongham, who celebrates 
Sir George Briton's Lady for her Parſimony, and laying up as much 
as ſhe can, to provide for her younger Children This is a 


juſt Topick of Praiſe, as it reads to make ber beloved amongft 


her Tenants, and is thererefore worthy of your Imitation. 
You have acquainted us with one great Secret; that the Pub- 
lick ſees through our Deſign, and will not be impoſed upon any long er— 


To what Purpoſe then are all theſe Pains, theſe Proſecutions, - 


and the Profuſion of Expence amongſt a Parcel of poor Scrib- 
blers to refute an Author, who hath loſt all Credit, and whom 
every Body deſpiſes ? A Writer is like a publick Orator in 
a free Government, He is but the Mouth ot the People, and 
if He does not ſpeak their Senſe, his Oratory will have no 


manner of Effect. What can an Incendiary do, where there is 
no combuſtible Matter? The greateſt Security of your Patron 


againſt theſe Incendiaries conſiſts in the hardneſs of his Metal. A 
Squib, or a Fire · Ball cannot melt down Braſs; and He hath 
that murus ahenens, that Brazen-Wall, not of Innecence _— 
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but of Aſſurance, to protect Him, Pamphlets againſt a grod and 
a wiſe Mimiſter are but Paper-Bullets, A Writer muſt find Griev- 
ances, He cannot make them; and We may very properly 
apply what Tilly ſomewhere ſays to ourſelves, Neque mh: 
 widetur hac multitudo, que ad audimdam condenit, cognoſcere # 
ex Mos Cauſam voluiſſe, ſed ea qua ſcit mecum recognoſcere. 

If Obloquy and Slander are the Fines, which the Mmiſter pays 
for a long Series of Favour and Proſperity (I fuppoſe you mean 
his own Proſperity, not the Nation's) I think your Patron pays 2 
very finall Yait-Rent ; as the Italian Wit ſaid to the Emperor, 
too lutle Money for ſo much Folly, How much cheaper docs He 
come off than the Ear! of Strafferd, his great Prototype, according 
to the judicious Parallel of one of his Flatterers ? For niy Part, 
I think his Pine is fo far (rom being bigh, that it is quite a 
Fenryworth ; inſtead of an Impeachment, à weekly Admonition, at 
the Rate of Two-pence every Satwrday, and paid for by the 
good People of Eugland, Why ſhould he be fo angry with his 
Senefattor; ? I he Authors of the Crafiſman have often ſet him 
right, aud conſtantly walk after Him with 8 Spwige and 2 
Rlbing- rauh tu waſh out the Spots, which ac daily contracts. 
2 bat be bath done rg/; hath ec intuely owing to 
theſe Gratlemen, whom He abuſet 

And now, Maſter, | have done with you for the preſent; and 
I hope for ever; for, to tell. you the Truth, I am not only 
tired with this Manner of writing, which yon have made ne- 
ceflary ; but grow aifo aſhamed of continuing any Couteft with 
you, No good Terxis-player cares to go into a Court With a 
Child, that hath fcarce Strength to hold à Racket, and cannot 
pretend to return the Ball. But if your Patron will write him- 
ic!f, or pay fome better Pen for doing it, He may always de- 
pend on my having fo much Complaiſance as to make Him, 
whnt I hope the World will eſteem This to be, a PRoyER 
REPLY. . 

To conclude Wbether you wrote the Whole of this 
abuſme Lite!, or not, your Obſervation; and Sequel deſerve this 
Treatment from one, who never deſign'd you any Harm till 
you fell on orbers, in fo outrageous a . and if you 
mould think fit to diſoven this Piece; yet the Ufage, which 
ot Gentlemen have frequently met with, as the Authors of Pa- 
pers, which They aever (aw, before They were publiſhed, muſt 
2pologize for this Application to you from, 
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The UxRBRID GZ DUPLICATE. Or, 


the J--DGe Juſlify'd. 


OME ye Miniſters all ſo courtly, 
C And ev'ry Impeachment Hater; 
Come ye Writers ſo keen, 
Who for Robin have been, 
Th' Eugairer and Conſiderator. 


Come, ye Countrymen all ſo ſurly, 
Who ſwear there is need of a Halter 
For the Folks who betray'd 
Both our Laws and our Trade, 
And our Portmabon and Gibraltar: 


1'11 tell you a delicate Story, 

Which will certainly move your Laughter, 
For the Comfort of all, | 
Both the Great and the Small, 

That ſhall need to be Rogues hereafter. 


There has been a moſt ſad Proſecution 
Of a Sage, who, it ſeems, has a Brother : 
The World it agrees 
They're alike as two Peas, 
Or as one Knave is to another. 


This Duplicate fly and ſaucy 
Put on Ayres as an impudent Fellow, 
With a Paunch and a. Gown, 
And a Strut and a Frown, 
And a Hat like an Umbrello. 


The-Oze would go to a Priſon, 
When the 0ther ſhould have been there-4; 
All thoſe who know both 
Will declare upon Oath, 
That the Man he is Cepia Vera. 


Not 


ll (2) 

Not only your Eyes may deceive you, 
| But your Ears'themſelves they may: Hes. Tr wk 
| You wou'd own for a Re, — 2 
Tho? a Tranſcript he be, 
[ C oncordat cum Origiuali. 


How convenient it were for Robin, 
When he reckons for Publick Money, | 
Could he vaniſh from Sight, "NEE 
And ſwear *twas a Bite, 7 
And thought but an Error Poſire: 


Then a Fig for the hard-fac'd Sitzer, 
And his Midnight Way of Trading; 
For we muſt needs declare, oy 
There is nought can compare r 
To the Noon-day Maſſurradimfg. 


S ror e 


On Colonel FRAN is co, Rape- Maßer General, 
of Great. Britain. 


| OOD People come heark, and aStry pn tall. 
1 And unleſs you be Knaves, i it * pleats "= all 
5 well, | 

| How an Accident Ws: a rich Raſcal befell, 


Which vo body can deny. 


Who would-raviſh, kerle and pick Potkets, and 
cheat, 
And by Men was oft beaten; and Women did beat : 
A Favourite worthy of BOBBY the Great) 
I Which uo body can 2 

His Fellow on Earth to be ſure: chives is not, 4 

But as little to leſſen your Wonder, I wot 
By Name he is C res” by Nation a Scot, 


eb 10 Nr can deny. , 


For a Rape he once fled from his: own native Clime, 
And with Piſtols but lately attempted the Crime; 

Bare he ought to be hang'd that is caught a third time, 

LE hich no body can ay 

t 


) 


3 
At the Age of Threeſcore he no wiſer did grow, 
But muſt needs try again for a Frolick, or ſo, 
Like himſelf being willing ro-finiſh his Show, 
Which no body can deny. 


So a Maid he attack'd, but we here ſhall ſtop ſhort; 

If you'd have any more, you mult go to the Court, 

Where he once in his Lifetime has * for the Sport, 
Which no body can deny. 


BOB told him before-hand, to give him his Due, 
Dear Col'nel, a Jury may make you look blue, 

If of Engliſhmen all, that are good Men and true, 
Which no body can deny. 


Bat no Jury could frighten our Col'nel ſo bold, 

Being ſure Tybxrn-Tree, tho' ſome Hundred Years old, 

Never yet bore a Man that had half ſo much Gold, 
Which uo body can deny. 


But when Verdict was paſt, he was down inthe Dumps, 

And for Shifts and Excuſes Sir Milliam he pumps; 

Ay, and Bobby the Screen too was put to his Trumps, 
Which no body can deny. 


The ſame that for Haggins was once in a Fright, 
For N Acton and Bambridge will ſwear by this 
; ight 

Toa Rogue in Diſtreſs he is ſtil'd a True Knight, 
i hieb no body can deny. 


uoth the CoPnel, in Hands diſaffected my Store is, 
he two Sheriffs of London are violent Tories: 
The High- bailiff a-kin to a Biſhop, that more is, 
| Which no body can deny. 


So he bluſters and ſwears in a terrible Coil-a: 

Thieves! South-Country Rogues! how my Treaſure 
they ſpoil-a! _ 

Come and help good Lord Duke, come and help, 


Doctor a! 
Which no body can deny. 


a2 Now 


» 
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Now Petitioners plenty our Liege do incumber, 
You may think Sir of Norfolk is one of the Number; 
Ah Bob! thou ſhouldſt go further North than North 


Humber, 


Mbich no body can deny. 


The National Folks they full wiſely agreed, 


Twete a Shame that a Loon of the North- Country 
Breed 


Should be juſtify'd ever on this Side the Tweed, 
Which no body can deny. 


Too and Nail, one and all, for their Brother they 

and, , 

From your Garters to Pedlars that travel the Land : 

All but thoſe that have Hair in the Palm of their Hand, 
Which no body can deny, 


But Pardon ſome Scots for the reſt may attone, 
ho for Honour and Virtue would Juſtice have ſhewn 
On the Plague of ogr Realm, and the Shame of their 
Th Which no body can deny, 


If his Majeſty's Grace will let Villainy ſwing, 
O then all honeſt Hearts they will chearfully ſing, 
Boys, hang up the Col'nel, and God bleſs the King, 

| Which no body can deny. 
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Au Hiſtorical Ballad, humbly inſtrib'd to the 


DyvumvirY, * 


PLL Forty long Years has 01d England com- 
| % ²]²;ð¹uA. ͤ x 
| Ot Taxes of all Sorts and Sizes: 
* Aird has been ſpilt, much Wealth has been 
| rein? * | | X 1 4 


et ill (he goad-Copnſel deſpiſes. 


if 


If Crowns ſhe confers, and Kingdoms divides, 
With which ſhe has nothing to do; 

Yet no one can blame her for oft changing Sides, 
To her own Kings jult ſo ſhe is true. 


To pull down the French, to raiſe up the Dutch, 
The Spaniard and German to fave; 

For herſelf to do nothing, for others too much, 
If not Hiſe, at leaſt, it was Brave. 


At length comes a Peace, and Fraxce is careſs'd, 
For France is a faithful Ally ! | 

Then Germany: are rais'd, the Spaniard oppreſs'd, 
And all this without knowing why. 


Our Admiral nobly the Spauiard ſurpriz'd, 
Burnt his Ships ere a War did begin; 

And juſt as the Powers more potent advis'd, 
Poor SAvor's turn'd ont, and tarrd in. 


Then Germans and Spaniards united ſhe dares, 
And enters undaunted the Lifts ; 
Secur'd by the Heſſiant, Old England ne'er fears, 
And Greas Wilfenbuttle's careſy'd ! 


Our Trade will be loſt, all England wear Chains, 
Don CARLOs to l:aly's ſent; 

New Taxes, more Troops, employ all our Pains, 
This fatal Deſign to prevent. 


Cry-a-Mercy ! it ſeems this is a Miſtake, 
For Int'reſt the Don we muſt aid; 
Our Ancient Ally we now mult forſake, 
Of the Emperor only afraid. 
Such Condud᷑ muſt lead us, Jove only knows whither 
- Yet Order may ſpring from Confaſfion : 
"Tis Peace, it is War, tis both, it is neither, 
Effedts of a Bleſt Rev on 


O Ronin! O Horace! ye Brethren ſo wiſe! 
Who Matters of State ſo well handle, | 

At leaſt take away, we humbly adviſe, 

The Taxes on Soap and on Candle. 
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To your Honours it is ſufficient Pretence 
To order Repeal to thoſe Laws, 
That onr Ladies no more (to ſave the Expence 
Of Waſhing) be forc'd to wear Gauſe. 


Their Majeſties then, whene'er they deſire, ' 
With Safety may ramble at Night: | 

Nor tumble in Ditches, nor wallow in Mire, 
For want of a Halfpenny Light. 


DISTROTSED TOS STTESESS SDSS 


The DUEL. A Ballad. Tune of, King John 
and the Abbot. 


ME AN not ſad Treaſon or Scandal to ſing, 
Of the.Queen, or the Duke, or the Prince, or the 
King : 
Nor yet atiy Riff-raff from me ſhall you hear----O, 
To the Tune, and that all, of old Lilly burlero. 
Derry down, &c. 


But ! f ing of a Combat ſo fierce and ſo ſtout, - 
Twixt a Youth that is Ii, and a Man that is Out; 

*T wixt a' Squire that can 'uſe both a Pen and a Sword, 
Anda Lordliag who is, but may be a Lord. 


It matters not how this Quarrel did riſe, 


With M:ſ7 and----- with Maſter, and Maſter and Miſs ; 
Or whether a Coward he ſhould not be ſtil'd, 


Sets his Sword to a Homan, and Wit to a Child. 


It was whiſper'd full ſoft in the Favourite's fa, 

There was nothing but Blood that his Honour, could 
clear; 

And 'twas hop'd the bold Squire the bad Fortune 
might meet, 


To be murthier'd, if beaten, and hang'd if he beat. 


After long 8 Challenge there went, 


To the Champion's Renown, and to Knighthood's 


Content; 


Bat the 'Squire cry'd out ſome Folks are wiſer than 


ſome, 
90 I ſhan't budge an heb; if he comes let him oe. 
0 


(7. | 
So the Cburtier he waits on the Foe- 20 the Court, 
And their Wrath it was great, tho* their Swords were 
but ſhort, eie 4 7 
As if little Harm they intended to doo 
For the Blades, had they entet'd, cou'd ſcatce have 
reach'd thro”. 1970 


When their Weapons were meaſur'd, to Buttle they 
ruſh,-. : bg - 7 nt f N | | 


And: with Wit and with Anger, they parry and puſh; 


Nay, they flrorten'd their Swords, and afteſh they begun, 
And ſome Miſchief, for certain, there might have 
been done. 


But the Seconds forbad it, who rightly ſuppos'd, 
"I'was high time they were parted, when once they 
a were clos'd ; | 1 me Blopd 
o ſome Sweat there was loft, and ſome Bl there 
was ſpill'd, Ys. 3 * 
But they both were ſo ſpiteful, that neither was kill'd. 


Now there needed no Surgeon at all to be found, 
The Lordling to dreſs, or take Care of his Wound; 
For Sir Blue did the Bus'neſs, as Members do tell, 


For he ſtroak'd it, and kiſs'd it, and ſo made it well. 


Then he ſafely got off. Sure he means not to fight 

With all that are Foes to the Blue K ihsand Knight; 

For e wou'd be large, he mig; meet Hand 
to Hang ; 2 woah 


Ev'ry Man without. Penſs and Place in the Land. 


Dear Squire, you were wrong to let Bullies alarm ye, 
You may tilt at this tate, With the whole Royal Army: 
Any Scrub, with a Sword; may require t'other Bout, 
And may get a Commiſſion, by fighting without. 


"OO be mere Woman's Work, never done, as they 

| ay; | 

Have you reckon'd the Thouſands abroad in our Pay? 

Since if Great Britain's Troops thro? the Guts cannot 
run ye, 


Walfenbuttle and Heſſe may be drawn out upon ye. 
They 


3 
> 


. ; | . 9 ) | : 

They have Odds then at Sharps, let your Pen mal 

them ſmart, 2 12 | 

For that very Stab peirces home to the Heart: 

Let your Sword reſt in Quiet, your Combat has ſhown, 

' Tho' their Weapons are blunt, you may bleed by your 
On. . " a 


At leaſt, tis beneath you with Vaſſals to fight, 
Go and enter the Liſts, and Sa Sa with the Knight; 
Tho? your Conqueſt: will ſmall Satisfaction afford, 
For twould vex Friend and F ould he die by the 
Sword. 6 bn 


«/ 


